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Young Hoosier Book Award Nominees  

       2010 -2011 

 

 Adam Canfield, Watch Your Back!    by Michael Winerip 

 

All Shook Up       by Shelley Pearsall 

 

Battling in the Pacific: Soldiering in World War II         by Susan Provost Beller 

 

Bodies From Ice: Melting Glaciers 

 and the Rediscovery of the Past             by James M. Deem 

 

The Boy Who Dared              by Susan Campbell Bartoletti 

 

Cover-Up                by John Feinstein 

 

The Crossroads                            by Chris Grabenstein 

 

Diamonds in the Shadow             by Carolyn B. Cooney 

 

Finding Stinko                by Michael DeGuzman 

 

Football Hero                 by Tim Green 

 

A Friendship for Today                         by Patricia C. McKissack 

 

The Girl Who Could Fly              by Victoria Forester 

 

Hunger Games               by Suzanne Collins 

 

Keeping Score                by Linda Sue Park 

 

Rapunzel's Revenge              by Shannon Hale 

 

Reaching For Sun               by Tracie Vaughn Zimmer 

 

Savvy                 by Ingrid Law 

 

Standard Hero Behavior                      by John David Anderson 

 

Summer Ball                       by Mike Lupica 

 

Who Was First?  Discovering the Americas   by Russell Freedman 



 

Top  Ten Titles for the CGMSC IMC 2009 - 10    

    Title Author Call # Circulations 

1. [ Book ]  The lightning thief  Riordan, Rick. 
FIC 

RIO 
124 

2. [ Book ]  Twilight  
Meyer, Stephenie, 

1973- 

FIC 

MEY 
115 

3. [ Book ]  Double identity  
Haddix, Margaret 

Peterson. 

FIC 

HAD 
112 

4. [ Book ]  
Middle school is worse than meatloaf : a 

year told through stuff  
Holm, Jennifer L. 

FIC 

HOL 
107 

5. [ Book ]  Lawn boy  Paulsen, Gary. 
FIC 

PAU 
104 

6. [ Book ]  Confessions from the principal's chair  Myers, Anna. 
FIC 

MYE 
89 

7. [ Book ]  If a tree falls at lunch period  
Choldenko, Gennifer, 

1957- 

FIC 

CHO 
89 

8. [ Book ]  Diary of a wimpy kid : Rodrick rules  Kinney, Jeff. 
FIC 

KIN 
86 

9. [ Book ]  New moon  
Meyer, Stephenie, 

1973- 

FIC 

MEY 
83 

 

Top Student Readers 2009 -2010                                     

Book Circulations 

1. Slevin, Rachel E (Student: 10001816)  

 
167 

 

2. Mitchell, Bailey A (Student: 10005127)  

 
130 

 

3. Brink, Hannah L (Student: 10004862)  

 
128 

 

4. Whalen, Abigail E (Student: 10011705)  

 
104 

 

5. Godfrey, Daniel L (Student: 10011951)  

 
97 

 

6. Williams, Christopher T (Student: 10012120)  

 
94 

 

7. Eichelberger, Taylor J (Student: 10002115)  

 
87 

 

8. Logsdon, Kaitlyn M (Student: 10011897)  

 
86 

 

9. Russell, David K (Student: 10002445)  

 
86 

 

10. Hodges, Bailey M (Student: 10010392)  

 
81 
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The Game of Sunken Places by M. T. Anderson.      670L  

The plot centers around two boys, Gregory and Brain, who travel to an uncle's 

remote Vermont mansion and discover an ancient board game that plays out in 

the real world—revealing its spaces as the game progresses. At stake? Only a 

centuries-old feud between two spirit nations, fighting for control. The boys 

must dodge ogres and befriend trolls as they negotiate the dark reaches of the                

                  heavily forested property and race to win the game before their time runs out.  

Forest Born by Shannon Hale.    800L 

The fourth installment in the Books of Bayern, Rin is "forest born," and can 

sense the language of trees .. but she senses other powers in herself that could 

turn her toward evil. When Rin accompanies the Fire Sisters Isi, Enna, and 

Dasha to protect the kingdom from the threat of a powerful usurper, she must 

learn to use her powers, or risk letting them use her. 

Scat by Carl Hiaasen.    760L 

When the despised Mrs. Starch goes missing during a fiery field trip to Black 

Vine Swamp, Nick Waters suspects Duane Scrod Jr. (aka "Smoke") is involved, 

and he intends to get to the bottom if it all. Meanwhile Drake McBride, a 

businessman as oily as his trade, decides to drill for oil in Black Vine Swamp, 

endangering the protected wildlife in his search for "black gold."  

The Prince of Mist by Carlos Ruiz Zafon.     990L 

 With World War II in full swing, the Carver family decides to get out of the city 

and relocate to a small oceanside village. But something about their new house 

just isn't right. The cat who followed them home seems somehow human and 

the cobwebbed garden of statues just beyond Max's window seems to shift ever 

so slightly... or is that just his imagination? Soon Max, his sister Alicia, and their 

                  new friend Roland learn of a mysterious death that took place in the house and 

                  a dangerous being called The Prince of Mist. Full of spare, evocative writing and 

                  a pounding plot, this page turner from the author of the international sensation 

                  Shadow of the Wind feels deep, gentle, and frightening at the same time. For a 
                  mature middle school reader, it's a winner.  

The Case of the Gypsy Good Bye: An Enola Holmes Mystery by Nancy 
Springer.      1110L 

This is a great little mystery; the final book of a series featuring the brilliant and 

courageous Ms. Enola Holmes, who works sometimes in competition with, and 

sometimes in cooperation with, her more famous brother. Enola also happens to 

be just 15 years old, making her a perfect heroine for pre-teen girls. In this 

                  case, Enola is searching for the missing Lady Blanchefleur del Campo, while 

                  also trying to decipher a mysterious message from her estranged mother, and  

                  dodging her overbearing brothers, Mycroft and Sherlock. Smart writing takes 
                  the reader deep into a dark and elegant Victorian England.  

Boys, Girls, and Other Hazardous Materials by Rosalind Wiseman.   660L 

 This book is a great guide to transitioning from middle school to high school, 

and pre-teens soon to bridge that gap will appreciate the very realistic look at 

http://www.education.com/topic/study-help-language-writing/?__module=DeepLink&hit&id=42747


one girl's struggle to fit in, be herself, and do the right thing. Charlie Heaney wants to start 

her high school career with a clean slate (read: without the influence of former 

"frenemies.") The year starts out well, she makes a new 

                  group of friends and scores a freshman column in the school newspaper. But it 

                  turns out drama isn't completely unavoidable, and when she discovers 

                  dangerous hazing rituals on the Lacrosse team, she is faced with a difficult 

                  moral decision. Told in candid and humorous first-person narrative, this is one 
                  protagonist any adolescent can identify with.  

The Farwalker's Quest by Joni Sensel.   660L 

When a magical artifact boding of danger arrives in the sleepy seaside village of 

Canberra Docks, 13-year-old Ariel knows her world is about to change. After 

two mysterious strangers kidnap her, Ariel unwittingly starts on a quest that will 

lead her to the truth of the artifact's cryptic message and introduce her to a few 

unlikely friends along the way. Featuring talking stones, clairvoyant trees, and  

                  one very mischievous ghost, this fast-paced tale of adventure and courage is 

                  sure to suck readers in from page one. Endearing characters and plenty of  

                  action and suspense make it a great read for boys and girls alike. For those  

                  who fall in love with The Farwalker's Quest, don't miss its equally exciting  
                  sequel, The Timekeeper's Moon.  

 

Blackwood: The Shakespeare Stealer c1998 historical fiction, mystery  840L 
 

Widge, a likeable orphan, finds himself in the middle of an adventure to steal and 

copy the play HAMLET from Shakespeare. He soon discovers that life in the Globe 
Theatre is much better than the other places he has apprenticed. 

 

 

 

 

Broach: Shakespeare’s Secret c2005 mystery   620L 

Hero moves into a new town and finds she is living in an old house with an 

unusual past. With the help of the police chief’s son and her neighbor, Hero tries 

to unravel the mystery.  

 

 

Carbone: Stealing Freedom c1998             870L 

This story is based on the true experiences of a young slave girl who escapes to Canada on 
the Underground Railroad. 

http://www.education.com/grade/high-school/?__module=DeepLink&hit&id=3059
http://www.education.com/topic/study-help-astronomy-moon-and-sun/?__module=DeepLink&hit&id=42555


 

 
 

 

Creech: The Wanderer c2000                 830L 

Told through journal writings, Sophie and her cousin, Cody, share the experiences 

of their journey on a sailboat, The Wanderer, from Connecticut to England with 
six crew members, including her uncles and cousins. 

 

 

  
 

 

Cushman: The Ballad of Lucy Whipple c1996              1030L 

Lucy isn’t happy when her mother moves the family from New England to 

California for the Gold Rush. 

 

 

Di Camillo: The Tale of Despereaux: Being the Story of a Mouse, a 

Princess, Some Soup and a Spool of Thread c2003               670L 

Tale of a tiny mouse with huge ears, a princess that he loves, a servant girl who 

wishes to be a princess and a rat named Roscuro who yearns for soup. 

 

 

 

Funke: Inkheart c2003 fantasy                      780L 

A girl and her father, a bookbinder who can “read” fictional characters into real 

life, are abducted by one of the characters, who tries to force them into his 
service. 

 

 
 

 

Giff: Nory Ryan’s Song c2000 historical fiction                         600L 

Twelve-year-old Nory Ryan helps her family and neighbors survive during the 

1845 potato famine in Ireland. 

. 

 



 

Haddix: Double Identity c2005 mystery                                810L 

Bethany becomes curious about her past when her parents unexpectedly 

disappear after leaving her with an aunt who she did not know existed. As the 

story unravels, the conclusion uncovers a shocking secret. 

 

 

 

Holm: Penny from Heaven c2006 historical fiction Newbery honor winner  

730L 

In New Jersey during the summer of 1953, eleven-year-old Penny, living with her 
mother and maternal grandparents, learns the truth about her father’s death and  

 

 

Isaacs: Torn Thread c2000 historical fiction     880L 

During World War II, twelve year-old Eva, living in Poland at the time, is sent by 

her father to a Nazi labor camp in Czechoslovakia, where her sickly sister has 
been taken. 

 

 
Kehret: Abduction! c2004 adventure, contemporary realistic fiction  760L 

Thirteen-year-old Bonnie, on a quest to find her kidnapped brother and his dog, 

becomes a victim of the kidnapper as well. 

 

 

Levine: Hana’s Suitcase: A True Story c2002 biography   730L 

The director of a newly opened Holocaust museum in Japan and her students 

become intrigued with a suitcase from a concentration camp found among the 

museum’s artifacts. The story of a Czech girl, Hana Brady, a victim of the 

Holocaust, unfolds through the search for information about a suitcase. 

 
 

 

Ryan: Esperanza Rising c2000 historical fiction, diversity     750L 

During the Great Depression, Esperanza and her mother are forced from their 

wealthy home in Mexico to Southern California where they work in harsh 
conditions. 

 

 

 



 

Smith: Peak c2005 adventure, coming-of-age   780L 

Fourteen-year-old Peak Marcello’s goal is to become the youngest person to reach 
the top of Mt. Everest. 

 

Selznick: The Invention of Hugo Cabret: A Novel in Words and Pictures 

c2007 adventure, mystery 2008 Caldecott Medal Winner   820L 

When twelve-year-old Hugo, an orphan living and repairing clocks within the walls 

of a Paris train station in 1931, meets a mysterious toyseller and his 
goddaughter, his undercover life and his biggest secret are jeopardized. 

 

 

 

 

Whelan: Angel on the Square c2001 historical fiction    970L 

In 1913 Russia, World War I and the revolution bring unwanted changes into 

twelve-year-old Katya’s life after she joins her mother in the household of Tsar 

Nicholas II. 

 

 

 

Anderson: Fever, 1793 c2000 historical fiction   690L 

In 1793 sixteen year-old Matty, who is forced to leave her home to aviod the 

yellow fever epidemic in Philadelphia, learns self-reliance and perseverance. 

 

 
 

 

Bradley: For Freedom: The Story of a French Spy c2003       520L 

During World War II, a 13-year-old French girl finds her life changed and in danger 
when she becomes a spy for the French Resistance. 

 

 
 

 

Caputo: 10,000 Days of Thunder: A History of the Vietnam War c2005 

1210L 

Accounts from Vietnam soldiers and civilians, profiles of persons involved 

and the role of the female on the battlefield are depicted in this book, which 

includes a collection of photographs and maps of the war from its beginning 

to the fall of Saigon in 1975. 



 

 

Carson: Gifted Hands: The Story of Ben Carson c1990 autobiography  

950L 

The inspirational story of Ben Carson, an African American pediatric 

neurosurgeon, who achieved his life goals in spite of the many obstacles he 
encountered. 

 

 

 

Colfer: Airman c2008 adventure, survival, fantasy          800L 

After being branded a traitor, imprisoned, and forced to work in the diamond 

mines under horrible conditions, Conor Broekhart encounters many adventures 

while planning a prison escape in a flying machine that he must build.  

 

 

 

DuPrau: The City of Ember c2003 fantasy     680L 

Twelve-year-old Lina lives in the 241 year-old ruined, underground city of Ember 

where she and a friend embark on a harrowing journey to find a way out of the 
city and save their people before it is too late. 

 

 

 

 

 

Funke: The Thief Lord c2001 adventure, fantasy       640L 

The threat of being separated causes two orphaned brothers to run away to 

Venice where they join a group of fugitive children and a gentle undercover 

detective. 

 
 

 

Hiaasen: Hoot c2002 mystery, environmental issue       760L 

Roy, a middle school boy who is the target of a school bully, gets involved in a 

mysterious case of vandalism and a barefoot boy’s commitment to save burrowing 
owls living on a construction site. 

  
 



 

Hobbs: Jackie’s Wild Seattle c2003 adventure      660L 

While spending the summer with their uncle at a wildlife rescue center, 14-year-

old Shannon and her younger brother encounter life-changing experiences. 

   740L          680L      690L         670L 

Horowitz: Alex Rider Adventures series adventure 

Read about the adventures of Alex Rider, a teenage super spy. 1st book: Stormbreaker 

(Series does not have to be read in order) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lobel: No Pretty Pictures: A Child of War c1998 autobiography   750L 

Anita Lobel, a Polish Jew and an illustrator of children’s books, writes of her 
experiences during World War II and in Sweden after the war. 

 

 

  

 

 

Riordan: The Lightning Thief c2005 fantasy   740L 

Percy learns that he has special powers after he makes his pre-algebra teacher 

disappear. Further investigation reveals that he is the son of Greek god Poseidon. 

To save humankind Percy embarks on an adventure to return a lightning bolt his 
father stole from Zeus. 

 

 

 

 

Roberts: Undercurrents c2002 mystery     640L 

Fourteen-year-old Nikki has trouble accepting her new stepmother Crystal, and 



the problem grows worse when they visit the Northern California house where Crystal lived 
as a child and experienced some horrible event that she is trying to keep secret. 

 

 

 

 

Sachar: Holes c1998 adventure      660L 

Stanley Yelnats finds true friendship, a treasure and a new beginning at Camp 

Greenwood, a correctional camp in Texas for juveniles, where he is sent for a 

crime he did not commit. 

 

 

Smith: Cryptid Hunters c2005 adventure, mystery      750L 

Adventurous and orphaned twins, Grace and Marty, are sent to live with their mysterious 

uncle who is an authority on cryptids. They find themselves being dropped from a plane in 

the Congolese jungle, where they discover truths about themselves and their family. 

 
 

 

Weeks: So B. It c2005 contemporary realistic fiction, diversity      860L 
Heidi searches to discover the background of her mentally disabled mother. 

 

 

 

 

 

Woodson: Hush c2002 contemporary realistic fiction, diversity     640L 

A twelve-year-old African American girl encounters many challenges when her 
family enters the Witness Protection Program. 

 

 

 
 



 

Bartoletti: Hitler Youth: Growing Up in Hitler’s Shadow c2005 

nonfiction 

Against the backdrop of Hitler’s world, we follow German young people 

through the many different organizations which formed them into soldiers 
faithful to the fatherland. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Beals: Warriors Don’t Cry: A Seering Memoir of the Battle to Integrate 

Little Rock’s Central High c1994 nonfiction       1000L 

Melba Patillo Beals, one of the nine students who integrated Central High in 1957, 

shares the horrific experiences she and the others encountered and how they 

were able to survive. 

 

 

 

Cummings: Red Kayak c2004 contemporary realistic fiction      800L 

After a young boy is killed in a kayaking accident, 13-year-old Brady struggles 

with whether he should divulge the prank that caused the accident or keep silent 
to protect the pranksters. 

 

 

 

 

Forbes: Johnny Tremain c1943 historical fiction, classic     840L 

Johnny Tremain is drawn into the Revolutionary War and becomes a patriot 

fighting to free the colonies from England. Along the way he learns about life and 

about himself. 

 

 
 

 

Giblin: Good Brother, Bad Brother: The Story of Edwin Booth and John 

Wilkes Booth c2005 collective biography      1130L 

Both John Wilkes Booth and his elder brother Edwin made lasting impressions on 
American history. Find out how they were alike and how they were different. 

 



 

  

 

 

Haddix: Uprising c2007 historical fiction         800L 

After 16 years, Bella Livingston finally shares the story of the fire at the Triangle 

Shirtwaist Factory that killed her two best friends in 1911 and the poor working 

conditions. 

 

 

Jackson: I Have Lived a Thousand Years: Growing Up in the Holocaust c1997 

nonfiction         720L 
Holocaust memoir of a 13 year-old girl Jewish girl. 

 

 

 

 

 

McWhorter: A Dream of Freedom: The Civil Rights Movement from 

1954 to 1968 c2004 nonfiction                     1220L 

The author writes personal and factual accounts of the modern Civil Rights 

movement, from Brown v the Board of Education through the 

assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 

 

Oppel: Airborn c2004 mystery        760L 

A cabin boy and wealthy young girl on luxury airship team-up to search for 
mysterious creatures that a dying balloonist claimed he saw. 

 

 

 

 

 

Paolini: Eragon c2003 fantasy          710L 



Eragon’s life is changed into a world of suspense, survival and magic after he finds a 
mysterious stone from which a dragon hatches. 

 

  
 

 

Park: When My Name was Keoko c2002 historical fiction             610L 

Teenage siblings describe the struggles of their Korean family to preserve its 

culture during WWII Japanese occupation. 

 

 

Patent: Buffalo and the Indians: A Shared Destiny c2006 nonfiction   1110L 

The history of the American Indian’s dependence on the bison and their relationship from 

prehistoric times to the present is traced. Each chapter is intorduced with a legend about 
the buffalo from various tribes. 

 

 

 

 

Peck: The River Between Us c2003 historical fiction, diversity              

740L 

During the Civil War, two mysterious young ladies travel from New Orleans to 

Illinois and are taken in by a family. As the story unfolds so does the mystery of 
their lives. 

 

 

Perkins: The Not-So-Star-Spangled Life of Sunita Sen (Original Title: The 

Sunita Experiment) c1993 diversity                   780L 
 

When grandparents from India visit, Sunita resents her Indian heritage. 

 

 

Rinaldi: A Break with Charity: A Story about the Salem Witch Trials c1992 

historical fiction                         730L 



In 1706, the town of Salem is in an uproar due to the Salem witch trials. The story is told 

from the perspective of Susanna English, who is caught between her desire to join the 

malicious group of girls who are spreading the mischief and her fear of what they are doing. 
 

 

Spinelli: Stargirl c2000 contemporary realistic fiction          590L 

A sixteen-year-old eccentric high school girl and her boyfriend discover the ill 

effects of her unconventional behavior. 

 

 

Stevenson: Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde classic                990L 

The classic story about a respected doctor who creates a drug that transforms him into a 
murderous criminal. 

 

 

 

 

White: Surviving Antarctica: Reality TV 2083 c2005 adventure, science 

fiction   670L 

In the year 2083, five 14-year-olds contestants in a reality TV program reenact 

Scott’s 1910-1913 dangerous expedition to the South Pole. 

 

 

O’Dell:  The Black Pearl    980L 

Ramon can’t believe what he has just found in an oyster he's brought up from an 

underwater cave where the Manta Diable, the monster devilfish, lurks. Ramon is holding a 

pearl. Not just any pearl, but the most fabulous gem he or anyone else has ever seen. But 

neither sixteen-year-old Ramon nor his father can forsee the trouble that such a pearl can 

bring. It will be young Ramon who must stop the monster he has unleased. 

 

Snicket:  Bad Beginnings   1010L 

After the sudden death of their parents, the three Baudelaire children must depend on 

each other and their wits when it turns out that the distant relative who is appointed their 

guardian is determined to use any means necessary to get their fortune.  

http://www.google.com/products/catalog?rlz=1T4GGLJ_enUS406&q=the+black+pearl+book&safe=active&um=1&ie=UTF-8&cid=8889007089499447419&sa=X&ei=cVebTbzrAoimsQPL4rmdBA&ved=0CC0Q8gIwAg
http://www.google.com/products/catalog?q=the+bad+beginnings+book&safe=active&um=1&ie=UTF-8&cid=8418988595415023540&sa=X&ei=-2CbTYn7HsKEtgfGvPDLBw&ved=0CFQQ8gIwAA


 

Paulsen:  Hatchet   1020L 

After a plane crash, thirteen-year-old Brian spends fifty-four days in the Canadian wilderness, learning to 

survive with only the aid of a hatchet given him by his mother, and learning also to survive his parents' 

divorce. 

 

Springer:  Case of the Bizarre Bouquets:  An Enola Holmes Mystery    1080L 

After Dr. Watson, Sherlock Holmes' right-hand man, goes missing, a bizarre bouquet 

shows up at the Watson residence. Enola Holmes dons her most discerning disguise yet 

to find the sender--and quickly, for Enola knows the blossoms symbolize death. 

 

Bryant:  Pieces of Georgia   1160L 

PIECES OF GEORGIA by Jen Bryant is a touching coming-of-age novel about a 

troubled 13-year-old girl named Georgia McCoy. The novel in poems is told 

through journal entries Georgia writes to her deceased mother. 

 

Paulsen:  Brian’s Winter   1140L 

The story deals with Brian, still stranded at the L-shaped lake during the fall 

and winter, constructing a winter shelter, building snow shoes, being attacked 

by bear, and learning to make a more powerful bow. Eventually, Brian meets a 

family of Cree trappers, the Smallhorns, who help him return home. Brian also 

learned that he should "always pay attention to what's happening around 

him." 

Adams:  The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy    1000L 

The series follows the adventures of Arthur Dent, a hapless Englishman, 

although the story also follows the adventure of other major characters: Ford 

Prefect, who named himself after the Ford Prefect car, whose real name is 

impossible to say, an alien from a small planet somewhere in the vicinity of 

Betelgeuse who is a researcher for the eponymous guidebook; Zaphod 

Beeblebrox, Ford's semi-cousin and the Galactic President; the depressed                 robot 

Marvin the Paranoid Android; and Trillian, formerly known as Tricia McMillan, a woman 

Arthur once met at a party in Islington and the only other human survivor of Earth's 

destruction. 

Fox:  The One-Eyed Cat   1000L 
Ned Wallis knows he's forbidden to touch the rifle in the attic. But he can't 

resist sneaking it out of the house, just once. Before he realizes it, Ned takes 

a shot at a dark shadow.  

When Ned returns home, he's sure he sees a face looking down at him from 

the attic window. Who has seen and heard him?  
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Ned's feelings of guilt and fear only get worse when one day, while helping an elderly 

neighbor, he spots a wild cat with one eye missing. Could this be the thing Ned shot at that 

night? How can Ned bring himself to reveal his painful secret? 

Hunt:  Up a Road Slowly    1030L 
 
After her mother's death, Julie goes to live with her Aunt Cordelia, a spinster 
schoolteacher, where she experiences many emotions and changes, including love, 
jealousy, and tragedy, as she grows into a young woman. Winner of the Newbery Medal.  
 
 
 

 
 
Wells:  The Time Machine    1070L 
 
A scientist invents a machine that transports him far into the future where he discovers a 
changed world inhabited by two unusual races, the Eloi and the Morlocks. 

 

Verne:  Around the World in Eighty Days    1070L 

 
In 1872 Phileas Fogg wagers that he can circle the earth in eighty days; and 

traveling by steamer, railway, carriage, sledge, and elephant he wins his bet in 

seventy-nine days, twenty-three hours, and fifty-seven minutes. 

 

 
Yates:  Amos Fortune, Free Man    1090L 

The life of the eighteenth-century African prince who, after being captured by 

slave traders, was brought to Massachusetts where he was a slave until he 

was able to buy his freedom at the age of sixty.  

 

 

  Snicket:  The Grim Grotto    1120L 

  Still pursued by the evil Count Olaf, the Baudelaire orphans attempt to reach 

a very important VFD meeting, but first they must travel in a rattletrap 

submarine to the Gorgonian Grotto, a dangerous underwater cave, in search of 

the sugar bowl.  

 

Paulsen:  The Winter Room      1170L 

 

A young boy growing up on a northern Minnesota farm describes the scenes around him 

and recounts his old Norwegian uncle's tales of an almost mythological logging past.  
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Fox:  Slave Dancer     970L 

 

Kidnapped by the crew of an Africa-bound ship, a thirteen-year-old boy discovers to his 

horror that he is on a slaver and his job is to play music for the exercise periods of the 

human cargo.  

 

 

FitzGerald:  Getting in the Game    980L 

 

Seventh-grader Joanna Giordano wants to play ice hockey, but the only game in town is 

the boys' middle school team. Everyone tries to talk her out of playing--from the principal 

and the coach to the class bully, and even her best friend, Ben. But Jo is as determined 

as she is talented, and even a grandfather with Alzheimer's and a father who needs 

anger-management classes can't stop her from getting in the game. 

 

 

Schmidt:  Sin Eater   1020L 

Grady McDonnell is the latest in a long line of sin eaters. Despite his 

attempts to escape his fate he has begun to work for the same shadowy 

and mysterious organization his father and his father’s father worked for. 

He absorbs the sins of the recently deceased. When he does so he relives 

the sins of the dead. He can see the aura of death around those who are 

about to die, and when he touches that aura, he can experience that person’s memories. 

Grady wonders what effect this has on his soul. He wonders who he works for. Who sends 

him? Why are the people he is sent to absolve chosen? As he continues his task he begins 

to question the motives behind the people he works for. When he discovers there are others 

who have unique abilities also being rounded up by the same organization he knows that 

something is at work and it may not be good. How can he save his own soul when he is so 

busy saving everyone else’s? 

 

Zindel:  The Pigman     950L 

 

"Eight hundred and fifty-three horrifying things had happened to me by the 

time I was a teenager. That was when I met my Pigman, whose real name was 

Nonno Frankie." The year Paul Zindel, his sister, Betty, and their mother lived 

in the town of Travis, Staten Island, New York, was the most important time of 

his teenage life. It was the year he and Jennifer Wolupopski were best friends. It was the 

year of the apple tree, the water-head baby, and Cemetery Hill. And it was the year he met 

Nonno Frankie Vivona, who became his Pigman 
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Paulsen:  Island     1050L        

 

The boy goes out to a small island almost directly in the center of a lake by his 

new home where he doesn't have any friends yet.While he is out there he 

draws and paints.But then a girl comes, and he becomes friends with her.Then 

back in civilization,people find out about him being by himself on an island,and 

news reporters come and everything changes. 

 

Fast:  April Morning     1050L 

 

This was probably one of the best books that I have read. It tells the story of a 

teenage boy named Adam Cooper, and his involement in the battle of 

Lexington. At first no one in the village of Lexington believes that the British 

are coming to fight. But when they kill Adam's father and many of his friends, he fleas. After 

he has gained control of himself, he goes out with his cousin and helps win one of the most 

famous battles during the American Revolution. 

 

Waltman:  Learning the Game   1050L 

 

Nate is a junior in high school trying for a starting position on the basketball 

team when Branson, the tough guy on the team, convinces the guys to 

"liberate" the nearby fraternity of its furnishings. Nate has to deal with the 

natural consequences of committing a crime. 

 

    Paulsen:  Boy Who Owned the School    1070L 

     

    Jacob Freisten’s goal in life is to go about unnoticed.  He’s perfect at gliding  

    past the jocks’ lockers and sneaking into his English class.  That was, until 

    now.  If Jacob wants to pass English, he must work for extra credit on the  

    stage crew of the school play.  Jacob, who is usually in a fog anyway, has  

                      the job of running the fog machine.  The problem is that Maria Tresser, the 

                      girl of his dreams, is cast as a witch that comes in thru the fog.  Jacob seals 

                      his fate with Maria by a mishap with the fog machine.  Can he recover? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paulsen:  My Life in Dog Years    1150L 

Gary Paulson devotes each chapter to one of several dogs that played an 

important role in his life. An animal lover to the hilt, Paulsen will introduce you 
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to dogs that protected him, hunted with him, played with him and just hung out with him on 

his ranch.  

Each story is tender and gives the reader glimpses into Paulsen's childhood (riddled with 

alcoholism and neglect)as well as his adulthood (filled with dogs, horses and a person or 

two!)  

Wells:  The War of the Worlds   1170L 

The War of the Worlds (1898) is a science fiction novel by H. G. Wells. It 

describes the experiences of an unnamed narrator who travels through the 

suburbs of London as the Earth is invaded by Martians. It is one of the earliest 
story that details a conflict between mankind and an alien race. 
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