
Challenge: 
 Teach students how to leverage technology in 

support of learning 

Solution: 
 Epsilen Engagement Management System 

Results: 
 Increased collaboration among students and 

teachers 
 Learning extends beyond the classroom 
 Students gain college experience 

Engaging Students and Extending Learning 

Walk through the classrooms at Center Grove 
Community School Corporation, and you will 
likely see students and teachers interacting with 
technology.  The District actively seeks out and 
adopts technology in support of improved stu-
dent learning and teacher effectiveness.  Its array 
of teaching includes 5,000 onsite computers, in-
cluding more than 60 classrooms with 1:1 lap-
tops, an Early College program infused with tech-
nology, and soon, the use of iPads in kindergar-
ten and special education. 

Center Grove also was the first K-12 school dis-
trict to implement the Epsilen Engagement Man-
agement System to create an integrated collabo-
ration and eLearning environment in support of 
the Next Generation national Technology Stand-
ards for Students.  Epsilen is an Engagement 
Management System designed to engage learners 
and promote interaction.  Within its innovative 
learning management system, students and fac-
ulty move seamlessly among courses, ePortfolios, 

and Web 2.0 tools. 

“The system provides us with a one-stop shop 
for ePortfolios, online courses, blended courses, 
and online professional development,” said Ju-
lie Bohnenkamp, Technology Director at Center 
Grove.  “Whenever we roll out any kind of 
teaching initiative, Epsilen is part of it.”  

Specifically, Epsilen helps Center Grove stu-
dents: 

 Demonstrate creative thinking, construct     
knowledge, and develop innovative prod-
ucts and processes using technology. 

 Use digital media and environments to com-
municate and work collaboratively to sup-
port individual learning and the learning of 
others. 

 Apply digital tools to gather, evaluate, and 
use information. 

 Use critical thinking skills to plan and    con-
struct research. 

 Advocate and practice safe, legal, and re-
sponsible use of information technology. 

Initially, the District rolled out the Epsilen sys-
tem in its high school.  Early adopters started 
with basic functionalities like homework drop 
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boxes and course mail.  After the high school re-
ceived a grant to begin a one-to-one eLearning 
program, the English teachers began to take 
even greater advantage of Epsilen.  “Students 
began writing and collaborating more, and they 
really blossomed in the online forums and dis-
cussions,” said Ms. Bohnenkamp. 

“Over time, Epsilen has become an in-
tegral part of what we do,” she add-
ed.  “The strong interest in it from 
teachers and students drove adop-
tion.” 

Within three years, 280 active blend-
ed courses and 88 groups were creat-
ed within the interactive Web 2.0 envi-
ronment.  In an average five-day period, there 
are 11,000 to  12, 000 logins into the Epsilen 
system. 

Students in the high school sand middle schools 
routinely submit their homework assignments 
electronically through secure drop boxes and 
participate in online workgroups.  Teachers cre-
ate and share lesson plans, resources, home-
work assignments, tests, documents, and more, 
eliminating the need for paper handouts.     

Although the green benefit of the paperless en-
vironment is valuable, more important is the 
extension of the learning process beyond school 
hours. 

“If a student misses school, they can easily log in 
and see what they missed,” said Ms. 
Bohnenkamp.  “Epsilen also provides resources 
for students with diverse needs.  Teachers can 
post tools to help students who are having diffi-
culty with a topic, as well as additional re-
sources for students who want to extend their 
learning.” 

Students and teachers routinely collaborate 
through the Epsilen workgroups, using sophisti-
cated Web 2.0 tools to seek help or discuss top-
ics.  Teachers use the discussion forums to have 
students contribute to and develop discussion 

guides on a topic.  When the District hosted the 
National Student Council Convention in 2010 
(attended by 1,100 students), the Student Coun-
cil planned the entire event using the workgroup 
features in Epsilen. 

“Epsilen extends the classroom outside of the 
school day and broadens the learning 

experience for our students,” empha-
sized Ms. Bohnenkamp.  “Teachers 

now get online and build relation-
ships with students.  The ongoing 
access to teachers and resources 

supports student achievement, while 
giving our students a comfort level 

with the online resources they will use 
in college and in the workforce.  Students 

are having online learning experiences that are 
relevant to their life after high school, to the 
world of higher education, and other future di-
rections.” 

Preparing for the College Experience 

Epsilen also plays an essential role in the Dis-
trict’s Early College program. A total of 325 stu-
dents are enrolled in the 1:1, 24/7 laptop pro-
gram, now in its second year.  “Epsilen has been 
one of the most valuable tools we utilize in Early 
College,” said Krista Hensley, Early College lead 
teacher. “An important part of Early College is 
teaching students how to leverage a digital envi-
ronment. I feel like we are really preparing them 
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for college where they will likely be taking 
courses this way.” 

Although today’s students are familiar with 
technology, they still require instruction on 
how to identify appropriate resources and 
how to communicate effectively online. 

“Students need to learn that they need a dif-
ferent approach when communicating with a 
teacher versus texting a friend,” explained Ms. 
Hensley.  “We teach them about appropriate 
communications.  They also learn that there 
are certain procedures to follow in an online 
learning environment. Homework must be 
formatted correctly, and placed in the drop 
box. An email attachment is not the right way.”  

“Although students know how to text and use 
their phones, they don’t understand how to 
use technology as a learning tool,” added 
Sandy Hillman, assistant principal for Curricu-
lum and Instruction and director of The Early 
College.  “Epsilen gives them this experience, 
and also teaches them self management 
skills.”  A well-used application in Early Col-
lege and the middle and high schools is the 
Epsilen ePortfolio. Each student builds an 
ePortfolio that is an ever growing  showcase 
of performance and progress with course-
created materials, multimedia artifacts and 

more.  Students learn how to use their ePortfolios 
as part of the college admissions process.  More 
than 600 student ePortfolios are started each 
year, and students   continually add to them. Stu-
dents have lifelong access to their ePortfolios after 
graduation at no cost. 

Fostering teacher collaboration 

The Epsilen system also eases the administrative 
burden on teachers. “The environment makes me 
much more efficient,” explained Ms. Hensley.  
“When a student is absent, they don’t need to ask 
me for the work. They can find it online them-
selves. Also, once I upload resources for a class, I 
can easily add to or tweak them over time.” 

The online environment also gives special ser-
vices teachers access to information and re-
sources that make them more effective. “Special 
services teachers can go online when working 
with students in the resource room to see the ma-
terial that is being covered and help them with it,” 
said Ms. Hensley.  “It fosters more collaboration 
among teachers.” 

Epsilen also plays an integral role as Ms. Hillman 
evaluates teachers. “Teachers invite me to be a 
member of their courses and groups. I can easily 
see what they are doing, the level of collaboration 
and what the students are experiencing.”  

Most professional development is also delivered 
through Epsilen. “For most professional develop-
ment, as well as any technology initiative, we im-
mediately create a group in Epsilen and upload 
resources there,” said Ms. Bohnenkamp. “If teach-
ers are innovating in any way, then Epsilen is the 
communication mechanism.”  

From professional development for teachers to 
preparing students for college, the Epsilen En-
gagement Management System is engaging teach-
ers and learners at Center Grove Community 
School Corporation in support of student success. 

 

For more information on Epsilen  
Environment, please contact us at        
1-888-660-9820 or info@epsilen.com, 
or visit www.epsilen.com 

“The ongoing access to teachers and 
resources supports student achieve-
ment, while giving our students a 
comfort level with the online re-
sources they will use in college and 
in the workforce. Students are hav-
ing online learning experiences that 
are relevant to their life after high 
school, to the world of higher educa-
tion and other future directions.”  

Julie Bohnenkamp, Technology Director 


