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Center Grove high school and middle school students might have trouble using 20th-century excuses for missing homework. 
 
All teachers and students at the three schools have a computer program at their disposal that they can use to collaborate online and 
turn in assignments electronically. 
 
The entire classroom experience is available through a click of a button, technology director Julie Bohnenkamp said. 
 
"We're on our own little mini-campus," she said. "It kind of transforms the walls of our classrooms into a 24/7 learning environment."  
 
No more stuffing papers and worksheets into bookbags for some students. Instead, they finish their homework online and send it to 
their teachers through specialized class Web pages. 
 
Class notes and presentations can go online for students to download and study at school or at home. 
 
Students can collect all of their writings and projects and put them in a digital file online for all teachers to see.  
 
Teachers from different buildings can chat and share ideas for lesson planning and projects. They can even blog. 
 
The program is like an academic version of Facebook or MySpace at Center Grove schools, and the software's creator expects it or 
a version of it to be used in high schools across the country in the next few years. 
 
But for now, Center Grove is the only K-12 school district using it in the country, said creator Ali Jafari, professor of informatics at 
IUPUI.  
 
All students and teachers in the high school and two middle schools, totaling 5,392 people, have an account. They can create 
groups to discuss classroom assignments and topics, share digital files and documents or keep ongoing portfolios online.  
 
If teachers want to see a student's work from last semester, they simply search for the student's name and take a look at his or her 
work online. 
 
The program has been a breeze for freshman Joe Wood, who contacts teachers using the e-mail system, downloads class 
documents and saves his notes and homework to digital folders for his classes. In the past, he would have to save all of his work to 
CDs or USB drives and transfer his work between computers at home and school. 
 
He said the online agendas also are key to his keeping track of assignments through the software instead of through a paper trail. 
 
"It really helps if you forget what homework you're supposed to do. You can just go on there, and it will be right there," Wood said. 
"(My parents) like it because I'm the kind of guy who would forget his homework, because I'm the kind of guy who doesn't use his 
agenda."  
 
Tracy Buck uses it daily for her freshman orientation class by putting up all the homework assignments, worksheets and notes on 
her course's specialized page.  
 
If she needs to send a message out to her class, she can send out a mass e-mail through the program. 
 
When students miss a day of class, they can catch up with notes and assignments that day online, too. 
 
Math teacher Heather Hart puts all of her notes and presentations online through the software. She also will write blogs for her 
students to read. She recently asked them what they wanted to do after high school and the students could post their answers 
online through the program. 
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"(The program) has changed the way I teach," Hart said. "I want everything to be electronic so I can post it there."Although the 
software was created as the opposite of the social networks such as Facebook.com, the effects of having thousands of people 
connected through one Web site develops a social community, Bohnenkamp said.  
 
Similar types of software are popular at colleges, which prompted school officials to use the software to prepare their students for 
the next step in education where classroom communication is becoming more virtual, Bohnenkamp said. 
 
The school district paid a $15,000 fee to use the software for the next three years, Bohnenkamp said. She got the program in the 
school system through her association with IUPUI and Jafari. 
 
When Jafari started research for the project in 2001, he saw that online learning would be part of the future of the digital age. 
 
"I quickly realized that social networking is going to play a major role, and all of us saw how quickly Facebook and MySpace got 
attention, so why don't we use that for a more serious academic application?" Jafari said. "We believe this is going to be the next 
generation of teaching and learning environment to better connect teachers, parents and students together." 
 
Jafari said he will use feedback from Center Grove teachers and students as he continues to tweak the software and expand it 
across the country. He eventually would like to provide parents with a way to use the software, too. 
 
Last year, some students and teachers tested the software and 89 teachers took training in the software over the summer, 
Bohnenkamp said.  
 
Administrators even wrote a grant together using the software's writing tools and earned money to put a computer in each English 
classroom in the high school. 
 
Not all teachers or students use it extensively, but they are learning.  
 
Administrators also put limitations on the software. For example, students aren't allowed to upload their own photos to use as their 
profile pictures for their individualized Web page.  
 
They aren't allowed to blame the missed homework assignments on the dog, either. 
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