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Students will use remotes to buzz in answers instead of raising their hands.  
 
Laptops in their classrooms will help students improve their reading and writing skills.  
 
And teachers will get extra training about how to use technology to improve their instruction.  
 
Center Grove is using federal stimulus money to equip eight middle school English classrooms with laptop 
computers. Math and science classrooms are getting new high-tech goodies too: interactive platforms for three 
classrooms in each middle school building.  
 
The $150,000 grant will fund between 35 and 38 laptops for each classroom: four classrooms at Center Grove 
Middle School Central and four classrooms at Center Grove Middle School North. The goal of the grant is to study 
the effect technology has on student achievement, as well as to help teachers keep track of how individual 
students are learning. 
 
A student will be paired with each laptop while in class, allowing teachers to use the computers during instruction, 
said Julie Bohnenkamp, technology director for the school district.  
 
Students will be able to improve their writing skills while using wikis and blogs, and teachers will get extra training 
on how to use technology in the classroom. Students won't be able to take the laptops home, and the computers 
will be protected from letting students browse inappropriate material while in class.  
 
Nationwide, one-on-one technology access in schools is becoming more common, said Jack Parker, principal at 
Center Grove Middle School Central. 
 
"It's really how education is moving," Parker said.  
 
Children are immersed with technology in nearly all aspects of their lives, so it makes sense for teachers to use 
the technology students are familiar with, Parker said.  
 
Teachers who participate in the program will be provided with extra training through technology-themed 
professional development topics, including online writing assessment software, reading assessment software, 
problem-based learning methods for classroom instruction, online classroom modules and collaborative writing 
techniques.  
 
As another part of the grant, math and science teachers chosen for the project will get interactive platforms to use 
in their classes. 
 
These platforms interact with multimedia already in the classroom - such as computers and projectors - and 
connect students with an interactive system.  

Page 1 of 2Daily Journal - Johnson County, Indiana's Online Daily Newspaper | CG middle schools b...

10/4/2009http://www.dailyjournal.net/print.asp?ArticleID=99433&SectionID=96&SubSectionID=287



 
Basically, the system is like a classroom full of remote controls students can use to answer questions and take 
quick quizzes, Parker said.  
 
Students could use the remotes to answer a question, and teachers would be able to immediately see the results 
and share with the rest of the class. Teachers would be able to tell students the correct answer, as well as share 
with students how most of the class answered.  
 
Also, teachers would be able to use the system to keep track of individual students and how well they were 
learning and use that information to adapt instruction.  
 
Fourteen teachers will participate with the project, which is expected to start in January.  
 
Interested teachers will apply with their building principals, who will decide which teachers to select based on their 
proposal summaries and previous willingness to use technology in the classroom. 
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