
  
 

 

Some CG students will have to get laptops 
 
By KATY YEISER 
Staff writer 
 
 
March 24, 2009 
 
Parents of Center Grove High School students enrolled in a specialized 
academy set to open in the fall will have to pay $90 a year to provide their 
teenagers with required laptops. 
 
Students in the early college academy, which focuses on getting students 
college credits before graduating from high school, will be required to pay the 
annual fee for the laptops as part of their regular payments for books and 
other school materials. 
 
The students can keep the laptops after graduating from high school, Principal 
Matt Shockley said. The units are smaller than normal laptops and include 
basic functions for classroom work, e-mail and Internet research. 
 
Students who are eligible for free and reduced-price lunch will receive the 
laptops for free, and school officials are working with the Center Grove 
Education Foundation to provide financial assistance for other families who 
might not be able to afford the units, technology director Julie Bohnenkamp 
said. 
 
The academy will be set up for 300 students who want to earn college credits 
in high school to get a start on completing a postsecondary degree. The 
academy eventually will expand to about 400 students. It focuses on students 
who fall in the middle of their class rankings, such as a student with a 2.0 or 
2.5 grade-point average, and students who might not be able to afford college, Assistant Principal Paul Buck said. 
 
The academy also targets students who would be first gen- 
 
eration college students, meaning they don't have a family history of college graduates and had never thought 
college was an option for them. 
 
Because the academy helps families cut college costs by completing college courses in high school at a lesser 
cost, the school district has to be careful about asking parents to pay too much, school board member John Steed 
said at a recent board meeting. 
 
A family with one student in the academy would end up paying $360 for the laptop, and they could pay $50 a year 
for insurance, totaling $560. 
 
If the families have insurance and the laptop is broken or damaged, it will be replaced free of charge. If parents 
don't sign up for the insurance, they will have to cover the full cost for a new laptop, Bohnenkamp said. 
 

By the numbers 
 
Laptops at Center Grove High 
School: 
 
$90 
 
Annual payment for students 
enrolled in early college to cover 
cost of laptop and online 
courses 
 
$360 
 
Total amount students would 
pay over their high school 
careers 
 
$97,000 
 
Cost for district to purchase 

laptops for the fall 
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"My concern was that, if we're going to be charging them this much for laptops, I don't want to exclude those 
students because of financial reasons," Steed said. "We've got kids who never dreamed that their option was that 
they would be able to go to college." 
 
The school district wants to help families who aren't on free or reduced-price lunch but still need financial 
assistance, Bohnenkamp said. School officials hope the education foundation can help families by paying for the 
laptops or paying to set up wireless connection in their home if they don't have it, she said.  
 
"No (student) is going to be denied. If they are in this program, they are going to get a laptop, and we'll deal with 
the payments in creative ways," said Assistant Principal Sandy Hillman, who will serve as the early college's 
director. 
 
The school also is working with the White River library and Strange Brew coffee house to set up partnerships, so 
students with no Internet connection at home can work from their computers at those locations. 
 
The foundation's potential role in helping provide scholarships for the students is still in development, foundation 
executive director Heidi Sichting said. She and school officials have talked about the idea, but she hasn't given 
information on it to the foundation's board yet. 
 
She plans to give a formal presentation to board members about helping provide laptops during the April 9 
meeting.  
 
"I think (board members) will be interested in it. It seems to be right up our alley for things we like to fund," she 
said. 
 
The idea behind making each student in early college have laptops is to help them make a better transition from 
high school to college or vocational school, as well as to allow the students to develop online portfolios throughout 
their high school careers and give them access to most textbooks through software instead of paperbacks, 
Bohnenkamp said. 
 
Teachers in the academy will spend time this summer developing online curriculum for students, too, so they can 
have classes based around online research, Hillman said.  
 
Five English teachers already have all of their students with their own computers through a state grant for one-to-
one laptops, Buck said. Other high schools in the county, including Franklin Com-munity High School, have one-
to-one laptop classrooms for students. 
 
The cost of the laptops at Center Grove will be about $97,000, which doesn't include other fees such as software 
and licensing, Bohnenkamp said.  
 
The laptop fees will be on top of any textbook fees the students have through other classes.  
 
"Ideally, you'd like to think we could have free education where kids could go to school without having to pay any 
fees. But it's always been this way, and I'm not sure it's fair to the taxpayers to say all of a sudden, 'We're going to 
go change the rules to take care of (the extra fees).' But for people that are really needy, you want to help them 
out the best you can," Steed said. 
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