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Center Grove seniors' book bags are going to be a little lighter next year.  
 
The high school economics class is switching to online-only instructional materials instead of the traditional 
hardcover and paperback books.  
 
School officials want parents and teachers to test the online-books for a semester or two, and based on how 
successful the computer-based texts become, the school might shift to online-only books for other classes in the 
future, said Wendy Kruger, curriculum director for Center Grove schools.  
 
"When I went to school, we didn't have Internet access," Kruger said. "But kids today, they've grown up with the 
Internet, dealing with technology. It's more engaging for them." 
 
Center Grove's move follows a trend set in motion by the state's new superintendent of schools.  
 
Other school districts in the county use Web sites to supplement traditional textbooks, but none so far have 
switched to Web-based materials only.  
 
Many publishers offer online components along with their traditional textbooks, but this will be the first time the 
Center Grove school district has switched to an online-only book, Kruger said.  
 
However, traditional textbooks will be available in the school library for students who need them, she said. About 
5 percent of the school district's families don't have Internet access at home, she said.  
 
Every senior is required to take economics so, next year, they all will get a chance to use the online texts.  
 
Social studies teacher Cale Hoover said he's excited about the switch. He will be able to use online extras 
included in the Web book without having to worry about booking trips to the computer lab, he said.  
 
The plan is for students to have laptops while in the classroom, Kruger said.  
 
Online text will match the text in the book, but the Web version will have extras such as online activities, video 
and pictures, Hoover said.  
 
This will make learning more engaging and interactive, he said.  
 
"Kids are using technology so much now," Hoover said. "They're on computers and laptops and all those things; 
it's right up their alley and what they're used to." 
 
Already, his economics class is considered a multimedia classroom, he said.  
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He has an overhead projector mounted to the ceiling and a pull-down screen, and the projector is hooked to a 
computer. From PowerPoint presentations to go along with his lectures to presentations and projects the students 
prepare themselves, online textbooks should be a good complement to the classroom, he said. 
 
Most students don't even bother to bring their texts to class anyway, because although they are assigned reading 
to do at home, they don't spend time reading from the book while in class, he said. 
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