
  
 

 

Elementary schools to get high-tech tool kits 
 
BY JASON MICHAEL WHITE 
Staff writer 
 
 
Jan. 15, 2010 
 
Center Grove elementary school students will record podcasts and make 
Flash videos by using new equipment paid for with a grant.  
 
The Indiana Department of Education awarded Center Grove a $150,000 
grant to pay for technology students will use to complete in-class projects to 
go along with their lessons.  
 
For example, instead of just writing a history report, students would be able to 
write scripts and record Flash videos or podcasts to demonstrate their 
knowledge of a history event.  
 
Grant dollars will pay for 220 laptop computers, 12 laptops and carts for 
teachers, 70 high-definition video cameras and 70 USB microphones. 
 
This is the latest in a string of grant awards the district has received through its 
technology department.  
 
In recent years, Center Grove has received more than $590,000 to boost 
technology at the middle schools and high school, provide mini-laptops for 
North Grove Elementary School students and make school media center Web 
sites more interactive.  
 
The new grant will benefit third-, fourth- and fifth-grade students and will allow 
teachers to have lessons that focus more on project-based learning, as 
opposed to typical classroom assignments, said Julie Bohnenkamp, district 
technology director.  
 
The purpose of the grant is to figure out how effective technology is when it 
comes to getting students more engaged in class, Bohnenkamp said.  
 
Students will be able to use the new technology for research and for putting 
projects together.  
 
Possibilities would include podcasting, audio recording and video production, all of which teach 21st century skills, 
Bohnenkamp said. 
 
Equipment will go to at least 12 teachers, but team-teaching strategies would let additional teachers and their 
students use the project carts, she said.  
 
Teachers interested in using the new technology will submit proposals to principals, Bohnenkamp said.  

BY THE NUMBERS

A breakdown of grants obtained 
by Center Grove's technology 
department  
 
$189,000 Funding technology 
for English classrooms at the 
high school  
 
$150,000 Providing technology 
for English and math/science 
classrooms at the middle 
schools  
 
$150,000 Funding technology 
carts, including laptop 
computers, video cameras and 
microphones in elementary 
school classrooms  
 
$90,000 Providing mini-laptops 
for North Grove Elementary 
School 
 
$8,000 Improving the 
interactivity of media center 
Web sites 
 
$5,000 Studying online 
professional development for 
teachers using desktop video 

conferencing 
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Administrators will pick teachers based on their proposals and their previous willingness to integrate technology 
into classroom instruction, Bohnenkamp said. 
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