
  
 

 

CG to offer some students techno-tutor 
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A student sits in social studies class, listens to the teacher but has trouble 
understanding.  
 
English isn't the student's native language, and the teacher uses unfamiliar 
words.  
 
This kind of situation can be a problem for non-English speaking students; and 
at Center Grove, school officials want to help these students by giving them a 
new high-tech tool: iPads.  
 
Center Grove is spending about $9,600 to buy 20 iPads for Center Grove 
Middle School Central students who speak English as their second language, 
said Julie Bohnenkamp, director of technology. Students will be able to use 
the electronic pads to translate text to and from their native language and 
have text read out loud. 
 
The money will come from a grant schools receive each year to help pay for 
the instruction of English-as-a-second-language students, said Wendy Kruger, 
curriculum director.  
 
Center Grove had about 121 non-English speaking students this past school 
year, which was about four times as many as in 2004.  
 
Educators are looking for new and creative ways to teach these students as 
more move into the district.  
 
An iPad has an application that can translate English text into any language, 
meaning the school district doesn't have to purchase different software for 
each language, Bohnenkamp said. The application can translate and sound out single words, translate text and 
read text out loud.  
 
This single application makes the iPad different from other translating software programs available for laptops and 
computers.  
 
The most common language spoken by non-English-speaking students is Spanish, but schools also get students 
whose native language is Chinese, Russian, Vietnamese or German.  
 
Students can take the iPads with them to class and use them during lessons, Bohnenkamp said.  
 
They could translate individual words during science class to see what the teacher is talking about.  

AT A GLANCE: iPAD 
PROGRAM AT CENTER 
GROVE

What is it: Center Grove iPad 
program. The school district is 
giving 20 iPads to Center Grove 
Middle School Central students 
for whom English is not their 
primary language.  
 
Why: The iPad has an 
application that translates text to 
and from English and reads text 
out loud. The goal is to use the 
application to help middle 
school students make the 
transition from elementary 
school.  
 
Cost: About $479 per iPad, 
totaling about $9,580 
 
Funding: A federal grant school 
districts get to help pay for the 
instruction of non-English-
speaking students 
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Or they could put in earphones in social studies and have an electronic version of the textbook read to them in 
their native language. 
 
In English class, students would be able to use the iPad to sound out words they are learning.  
 
The school's English as a second language teacher will pull non-English speaking students out of their regular 
classrooms for part of each school day to help them work on their English reading and speaking skills.  
 
School officials could consider buying more iPads for the following school year if non-English-speaking students 
work well with the devices this year, Bohnenkamp said.  
 
Center Grove picked middle school students to start the iPad program to help ease their transition from 
elementary school, Kruger said.  
 
They'll have heavier reading assignments in middle school than they did in elementary school, and the iPad 
should help them adapt. 
 
"It's like their own personal tutor," Bohnenkamp said. 
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