
 
 

Librarians weigh choices 

 
 
 
    Center Grove librarians will have to decide soon whether to spend money on hardback books for their shelves 
or digital editions for students’ computers and e-readers.  
 
    Center Grove used a technology grant from the state to create an e-library last semester. The e-library won’t 
replace the libraries at Center Grove’s eight schools. But Center Grove Middle School North media specialist Gigi 
Shook said she expects the district will have more e-books and fewer hard copies in stock as more students fill 
Kindles and Nooks with books instead of their backpacks.  
 
    “We’re in the beginning stages of a transformation,” Center Grove technology director Julie Bohnenkamp said.  
 
    All Center Grove students have free e-library access, and about 20 White River Township residents are paying 
$30 to use it for the year.  
 
    The e-library offers more than 33,000 classic titles such as “To Kill a Mockingbird” and “Romeo and Juliet” that 
people can keep forever through Project Gutenberg, which digitizes older titles. Center Grove also purchased a 
growing list of more than 1,000 contemporary and popular titles such as “Harry Potter” and “The Hunger Games,” 
which people can download to e-readers, smartphones and computers for two weeks at a time.  
 
    Center Grove used $15,000 of the $200,000 grant to create the e-library, and every month Shook spends about 
$1,000 to add new e-books to the popular titles section. She looks to best-seller lists and takes students’ 
suggestions before purchasing about 70 new copies.  
 
    “If it stayed static, there’s not much of an interest for them to keep coming back,” Bohnenkamp said.  
 
    The district’s school libraries have more than 100,000 hardback books in stock, and fewer than 2 percent of the 
books checked out this year have been from the e-library. But that number is rising. Shook said about 13 e-books 
per day were checked out when the e-library was launched, and during Christmas break that number rose to 
about 23 per day.  
 
    And those numbers will continue to rise as the number of e-books and the number of students with e-readers 
within the district grows, Shook said.  
 
    Center Grove has enough grant money to continue updating the e-library through August. The district annually 
budgets money to purchase new library books, and in 2012 $46,000 was set aside to buy new books for all of the 
district’s schools.  
 
    Shook said that ideally the district should be able to budget enough money to buy one new book per student. 
But at $20 to $25 per book that would amount to more than $140,000, she said.  
 
    When the grant money runs out, the district’s librarians, technology staff and possibly Superintendent Richard 
Arkanoff will need to decide how much of the district’s book money will be spent on e-books and how much on 
hard copies, Shook said.  
 
    Shook likes that students using the e-library at home or anywhere in the world with an Internet connection don’t 
have to wait weeks to check out a title. They can log on to the e-library’s Web site and be reading within minutes.  
 
    But some students still feel more comfortable holding and reading books, and Shook and Bohnenkamp said 
that as they change Center Grove’s libraries will likely have half of each.  
 
    “There is a comfort still in having a book and holding on to a book,” Shook said.  
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STAFF PHOTO BY SCOTT ROBERSON/sroberson@dailyjournal.net Media Special Gigi Shook discusses 
students’ literary options at Center Grove Middle School North. More photos, dailyjournal.net.  
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