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Audio files of students speaking Spanish or French can be uploaded to a place where teachers 
can grade their speech. Teachers can receive e-mails from students, post links to education Web 
sites relevant to the course and grade assignments. 
 
These are some of the features that will be available to a group of Center Grove students and 
teachers when the district begins a pilot program of an online tool, Epsilen, in the fall.  
 
Center Grove would be the first high school to use the software, which was originally designed for 
higher education, said Julie Bohnenkamp, technology director for the district. 

 

 
Center Grove and Epsilen developers still are negotiating a price for the system, and the cost will 
be discounted because the school district will conduct focus groups and surveys to give the 
developers feedback on how the program works for high school students, Bohnenkamp said. 
 
Epsilen, produced by IUPUI faculty members, is a professional networking tool and has features 
similar to MySpace and Facebook, including message boards and file sharing. 
 
The program allows teachers to communicate with students, post with additional information, ask 
students to post responses to reading assignments and collect homework assignments online. 
 
Training for students on how to use the system and regular updates on changes will help keep 
students safe, Bohnenkamp said.  
 
Staff will receive alerts when students or staff use inappropriate photos, words or phrases, as is 
the practice now with e-mail messages. 
 
Only a handful students will have Epsilen accounts this year while the district works with the 
software developer to alter the program to fit the needs of high school students. The district hasn't 
decided how many students will have access to the system or how they will be chosen.  
 
The developer could add some features to fit high school users, including a way for parents to get 
their own accounts to monitor their children.  
 
Bohnenkamp and the developers at IUPUI are looking at the features this summer to determine 
what needs to be modified, Bohnenkamp said. 



 
School districts throughout Indiana use similar online classroom environments, such as Angel 
and Moodle, including Wayne Township schools in Indianapolis. Franklin Community High School 
has the capability to use Moodle, but only three teachers will use the software in the coming 
school year, said Ray Jones, Franklin technology director. 
 
Ben Davis High School has used Angel for nine years and continues to train students and 
teachers on new versions of the software, said Paul Kreitl, director of technology for Wayne 
Township schools. 
 
Epsilen allows students and teachers to form electronic groups, create online portfolios, submit 
assignments online and e-mail other students and teachers. More communication and information 
can flow between students and teachers than without the online tool, Bohnenkamp said. 
 
Bohnenkamp hopes to expand the program to all students and teachers after this year's pilot 
program is finished. "The tool fits very well with the redesign and the concepts of smaller 
schools," Bohnenkamp said.  
 
Students can receive more personal attention, and teachers can get to know students through 
their online profiles and portfolio pieces and communicate with students more often, Bohnenkamp 
said. Because the system includes photos with submissions from students, teachers can tell at a 
glance who the information is related to. 
 
Students will be given Internet safety training and must sign an agreement on how they will use 
the Internet. The technology-use policy already in place also will cover Epsilen, Bohnenkamp 
said.  
 
"Students today are so comfortable using social networks in a social setting," Bohnenkamp said. 
"We're playing upon that skill set and moving them into a professional network."  
 
Teachers and students can create online portfolios to showcase their work, which can be shown 
to future employers, colleges and teachers.  
 
The district can make student portfolios available on the Web if a student is looking for a job, 
applying for colleges or needs to show a portfolio to get an internship. The district will handle 
each situation to meet the needs of the student, Bohnenkamp said.  
 
If students do not need their portfolio to be seen by a future employer, their site will only be seen 
internally by Center Grove users and not made public. 
 
Students can work on writing projects together using a system that allows them to work on one 
document simultaneously. 
 
"It fosters the whole 21st century learning where you have to be successful in group collaboration 
settings," Bohnenkamp said.  
 
After the pilot program, Center Grove will look at how the program would affect students who do 
not have computers at home. The school might make computer labs available for more hours. 


