
 
 

NEW CHAPTER IN READING 

Schools embracing e-reader technology 

STORIES BY TOM LANGE PHOTOS BY MATT QUEBE  
 
 
 
    When Conor Marley completed middle school in May, he received a Kindle as a gift. Since then he’s used it to 
read about 50 books.  
 
    Marley, a Center Grove High School freshman, reads a lot of classics, such as “Catch-22” and works by 
Shakespeare. He uses the Kindle to find them quickly and easily on Amazon.com. When he finishes a book, he 
deletes it so he can make room for more.  
 
    Still, while a Kindle makes it easier to carry dozens of titles at once, Marley sometimes prefers reading 
traditional hardcover books that never run out of power.  
 
    Center Grove’s e-library, which was launched this year and was paid for through a state technology grant, is 
giving students a choice between carrying hardback books and downloading them to their e-readers, tablets and 
computers. Center Grove High School allows all of these devices to be used by students with their teachers’ 
permission, while middle school students can use only e-readers that don’t allow Internet access.  
 
    The e-library’s use is rising. Checkouts averaged 13 a day when it began and rose to 23 a day during 
Christmas break.  
 
    But while some students enjoy the luxury of instantly downloading and reading an e-book, others prefer making 
a trip to the library or bookstore and displaying what they’ve found on a shelf.  
 
    Tommy Daily, a Center Grove Middle School North eighthgrader, received a Kindle Fire as a present in 
November. He uses it to read a new book every week and-a-half.  
 
    Daily uses the e-library to look for new titles he can check out for free and keep for two weeks, but if the e-
books he wants aren’t in stock or have been checked out, he uses Amazon. He may have to pay for the book, but 
he’ll get to keep it forever, he said.  
 
    Center Grove senior Alexis Martin has three siblings in elementary school, and she uses the e-library to check 
out e-books for them to read on the family’s computer. But Martin said she prefers to read hardback books, which 
she has an easier time losing herself in.  
 
    “The next thing I know I’m not reading anymore, it’s playing in my head. The movie is playing in my head,” she 
said.  
 
    Martin said she has tried to read on tablets and computers, but if she’s using a device with Internet access she 
gets too easily distracted by Twitter and Facebook.  
 
    Daily, Martin and Marley said four or five students in each of their classes use e-readers or tablets instead of 
hardback books and textbooks.  
 
    Dani Woolsey, a Center Grove senior and library assistant, said a growing number of students come to the 
school’s library with e-readers they were given or bought and want to know how to use them to find e-books.  
 
    Woolsey said e-readers and e-books are helpful for students like her brother, a freshman who loves technology 
but hates to read. A device that can instantly access the Internet or e-library would make it easier for him to find 
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titles he could enjoy, she said.  
 
    “I think he just has trouble figuring out what kind of books he wants to read; and I think if he had a Kindle or 
tablet, he would have an easier time figuring out what he wants to read,” she said.  
 
    Woolsey said she prefers hardbacks, which she said are easier on her eyes than reading from a screen. But 
the e-library makes it easy to check out books if she’s in a rush and can’t get to the school’s library, she said.  
 
    While Daily, Woolsey and others find the e-library and e-readers convenient, senior Lillian Anderson plans to 
avoid using either for as long as she can.  
 
    Anderson spends a lot of time on her desktop computer playing games, chatting with friends and watching TV, 
but she won’t use it to read a book. Staring at the screen for too long hurts her eyes, she said; and along with 
Martin, she said it’s harder for her to connect with the story when she’s reading it from a screen.  
 
    Anderson said she also likes the ritual of picking up a book that’s never been read before and breaking it in.  
 
    “It’s kind of like shoes. If you get something new, it doesn’t feel as right and it’s not as comfortable. But it feels 
more comfortable with age,” she said.  
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Tommy Daily, 13, talks about using an e-reader instead of checking out more traditional books. More photos, 
dailyjournal.net.  
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