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Our Picks 

Center Grove Tech News 
“Collaborate, Inspire, Innovate, Learn” 

Big Universe – 
Start Reading 

Early! 
All students in Grades K-5 have 

access to the digital eBook and 

writing resource, Big Universe.  

This site is located at 

http://www.biguniverse.com  

The eBook library contains 

3,500 books complete with 

numerous ways to search for 

the titles!  Students can also 

write stories and request to 

publish their books.  It comes 

with an engaging social 

networking component where 

students can safely connect 

with friends and their favorite 

books.  Check it out! 

today! 

Technology at Center Grove 

“Students at Center Grove Schools are experiencing a digital 

transformation!  From our Kindergarten iPad project, Grades 3-8 

Discovery Education Science Tech Book, 1:1 netbook access for 

Early College, to iPads for CGHS Physics and Chemistry, students are 

learning in a digitally rich environment. Technology has provided 

the mechanism to offer a highly individualized learning 

environment for our students! 

   ---Julie Bohnenkamp, Director of Technology 

     

 Elementary 

http://blabberize.com 
 

Middle School 

http://Glogster.com 
 

Be creative!  Make 

online posters! 

High School 

http://www.shmoop.com/ 
 
PSAT, ACT, SAT 

Practice in an 

engaging format! 

Upload and 

picture, record 

your voice, and 

make it come alive! 

http://www.biguniverse.com/
http://blabberize.com/
http://glogster.com/
http://www.shmoop.com/
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Holiday Ideas for Motivating Readers 
With the launch of the Center Grove eLibrary at 

http://centergrove.lib.overdrive.com, parents can now afford 

eReaders for their children.  The books are FREE! Courtesy of 

Center Grove Community School Corporation! Click here to 

access directions for connecting devices to our eLibrary! 

Kindle Fire 
$199 on Amazon.com 

Newest in the eReader series.  Connects well with the 

Center Grove eLibrary.  Additional functionality 

besides eBooks.  Good price for a promising tech tool!  

 

iPhone and iPad 
Both devices connect well with the Center Grove eLibrary.  

There is a free downloadable app that allows you to browse 

the library from the mobile version and download the 

books.  Lots of other educational value for both devices with 

additional apps for productivity and learning.  iPad prices 

start at $500+.  

Kindle and Kindle Touch 
 Traditional eReaders – select this device solely for 

reading.  Very affordable with cost ranging from $80-

100.  Great battery life and easy reading in the sun.  

Connects well with the eLibrary. 

Nook and Nook Color 
Affiliated with Barnes and Noble Stores.  

Nook Simple Touch - $99 and Nook Color – 

rumors of price drop to $199.  Have to 

connect to a computer to download a book 

from the digital library, still waiting on an 

app to provide easy integration.  Connects 

with an extensive B&N store and readers 

download books for free while in store! 

http://centergrove.lib.overdrive.com/
http://www.centergrove.k12.in.us/Page/5524
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iPossibilities: Innovative Differentiation for the 
Diverse Learner in the 21st Century 

 
grades six through twelve ENL iPad pilot. iPads 
were configured with selected educational apps 
according to individual needs, therefore creating 
a "Personal Digital Assistant" for each student. 
The technology serves as the student’s reading, 
listening, and learning station. 

This iPossibilities grant begins with 

meeting the individual needs of kindergarten, 

special education, and ENL students using slate 

technology extended from our iPad pilot program 

and ends with increased student engagement and 

improved 21st century skills! 

Recipe for a Digital Classroom 
Math and Science Teacher at Center Grove Middle 

School North utilizes a variety of technology to engage 

students in their own learning! 

1 Innovative Teacher 

15 High Quality Online 

Resources 

30 student laptops 

1 multimedia projector 

30 engaged students 

1 Teacher made 

instructional video 

Checkout the video from our 

visit to Andrew Smiley’s 

Digital Classroom.   

Click here to preview! 

 Twenty-first century learning, with the 
transformation to 1:1 technology access and 
digital curriculum, presents many new challenges 
to school districts. There is a definite need to 
select the appropriate technology for specific 
target groups as well as streamline and develop a 
mechanism to deliver digital content to all 
students. Early learners in kindergarten, special 
education, and English as a New Language (ENL) 
programs have specific learning challenges where 
technology access can readily support students in 
conjunction with the classroom teacher.  iPad 
slate technology, with its highly visual interface 
and user-friendly format, was distributed and 
integrated into these target audiences in our 
early learning programs, extending our current 

http://animoto.com/play/GFRxBTV0IrHbxHCtTMoW3Q
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Teacher Picks from Digital eLibrary 

David Lawson – CGHS English 
Any of the books by Marvin Terban  (Guppies in Tuxedos: Funny 
Eponyms, In a Pickle and Other Funny Idioms, and Eight Ate:  A Feast 
of Homonym Riddles).As a “word-geek,” I love anything having to do 
with language and the way it can be used with wit and craft.  These 
books are filled with wonderful illustrations and make great “read 
together” books that will make for lots of giggles and jokes.  Highly 
recommended. 
  
I would suggest Amy Chua’s Battle Hymn of the Tiger Mother as more 
of a parent read, though older kids would probably enjoy it as well.  It’s 
a fascinating examination of the collision of education and 
culture.  Chua tries to instill in her American-born daughters a Chinese 
work ethic when it comes to learning and schooling, and her 
strategies are very direct.  It’s both funny and shocking in the way 
Chua describes some of her tactics and skewers American parents for 
not doing the same for their children.  It’s a thought-provoking look 
into how and why the Chinese approach this issue t he way t hey 

do.  Highly recommended!    
  

Karen Isenhour – 2nd Grade Teacher - CGES 

"A Bad Case of Stripes" by David Shannon - Great book for children who are 

struggling with individuality.  Camilla Cream loves lima beans but never 

eats them because her friends hate them, and she wants to fit in.  She comes 

down with a bad case of the stripes.  She is covered from head to toe in 

stripes!  When her doctor can find nothing wrong, her mother sends her to 

school.  The Principal calls and asks Camilla's mom to keep her at home as 

she caused too much of a distraction at school.  In her search to find a cure Camilla learned 

to let the "real Camilla" out, even if others didn't like the same things.   

Julie Young – 1st Grade Teacher - NGES 

I would recommend The Secret by Pseudonymous Bosch. 
This book is a mystery that takes twists and turns but keeps a 

young reader's interests.  The chapters end with cliff hangers to 

make the reader want to read on.  The book ends with a mysterious 

letter making the reader want to read on into the second 

book.  There are five books.  Each book focuses on one of the five 

senses as part of the mystery!  This book specifically focuses on the 

sense of smell!  



 

 

Mark your calendar for February 1, 2012 for a day 

dedicated for digital learning for all students.  Center 

Grove will be planning a series of activities in 

recognition of this first national day of digital 

learning.  We’re looking for volunteers!  Contact us! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Casey Tedrow –CGHS English Teacher 

If your son or daughter likes Twilight (or if you do), then Shiver by 
Maggie Stiefvater is a fun choice.  Werewolves. Young love. Snow. 
And of course, it’s a trilogy. 
  
If your son or daughter likes Hunger Games 
(or if you do), then Divergent by Veronica 
Roth would be a great read. This dystopian 
novel is a thought-provoking look at post-
American Chicago divided up by what its 
residents value. For a morally relativistic 

society like ours, this book presents 
big questions about what’s right and 
how we should live. It promises to be 
a series as well. 

  
Long-time favorite -Staying Fat for Sarah Byrnes by Chris Crutcher is 

available. Eric and Sarah are best friends and social outcasts, Eric 

because of his weight and Sarah because her face is disfigured in a 

fire. But when Eric starts slimming down by working out on the 

swim team, the two grow apart. And then one day, Sarah just stops 

talking. She goes catatonic, and it’s up to Eric to find out why. 

http://twitter.com/#centergrovetech 
Follow us on Facebook! 
 
 

Follow Us on Facebook and Twitter 

http://twitter.com/#centergrovetech
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Center-Grove-Schools-Technology/106320616120652

