
Read with a Purpose Read this story to fi nd out what Charlie gains 

and loses as he participates in a medical experiment.

progris riport 1—martch 5 1965
Dr. Strauss says I shud rite1 down what I 
think and evrey thing that happins to me 
from now on. I dont know why but he says 
its importint so they will see if they will use 
me. I hope they use me. Miss Kinnian says 
maybe they can make me smart. I want to 
be smart. My name is Charlie Gordon. I am 
37 years old and 2 weeks ago was my brith-
day. I have nuthing more to rite now so I 
will close for today.

progris riport 2—martch 6
I had a test today. I think I faled it. and 
I think that maybe now they wont use me. 
What happind is a nice young man was in 

the room and he had some white cards with 
ink spillled all over them. He sed Charlie 
what do you see on this card. I was very 

 1. shud rite: should write. To understand Charlie’s mis-
spelled words, try sounding them out and reading 
the surrounding words for clues to the meaning.

by Daniel Keyes

Flowers for 
Algernon

Use this literary perspective to help you analyze the story’s main 

character.

Analyzing Credibility in Literature Literature often 

requires that we believe in things that are not true, such as talk-

ing animals. Even so, we expect the characters and plots to be 

believable, or credible. 

Analyzing the credibility of the narrator is especially important 

in “Flowers for Algernon.” Consider these questions as you read: 

How might the narrator’s perceptions of the world diff er from 

yours? How is he unlike any narrator you have met before? As 

you read, be sure to notice the notes and questions in the text, 

which will guide you in using this perspective.

Part 1
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Use the Literary Perspectives feature to differentiate the 

literature for a variety of students.

For All Students
Tell students that credibility can be established in several 

ways. One way is through consistency. If a story’s narrator 

or character acts or says things in a consistent manner, 

the reader begins to trust his or her credibility. Another 

form consistency takes is through the laws that govern 

the world or situations in which the characters find 

themselves. For instance, “Flowers for Algernon” contains 

a teacher and two doctors as characters. Readers expect 

people in these professions to behave in certain ways 

and to have certain knowledge. If a teacher doesn’t know 

how to read, for example, this conflicts with knowledge 

readers already have about what qualities a teacher should 

have, undermining the story’s credibility. Have students 

come up with other examples of ways credibility might be 

undermined in a story.

Think About/Talk About
Read with a Purpose Have students 
read the Read with a Purpose state-
ment. Ask them under what circum-
stances they might agree to take part 
in a medical experiment. What might 
they gain or lose? Possible response: 
I might participate in an experiment 
that would improve my health. It could 
have physical side effects if something 
went wrong.

?  Extend the Discussion
Summarizing What do you know 
about Charlie so far? Possible 
response: Although Charlie seems to 
have low intelligence, he seems eager 
to improve himself.

Flowers for Algernon, Part 1 55

Literary Perspectives



skared even tho I had my rabits foot2 in my 
pockit because when I was a kid I always 
faled tests in school and I spillled ink to.

I told him I saw a inkblot. He said yes 
and it made me feel good. I thot that was all 
but when I got up to go he stopped me. He 
said now sit down Charlie we are not thru 
yet. Th en I dont remember so good but he 
wantid me to say what was in the ink. I dint 
see nuthing in the ink but he said there was 
picturs there other pepul saw some picturs. 
I coudnt see any picturs. I reely tryed to see. 
I held the card close up and then far away. 

Th en I said if I had my glases 
I coud see better I usally only 
ware my glases in the mov-
ies or TV but I said they are 
in the closit in the hall. I got 
them. Th en I said let me see 
that card agen I bet Ill fi nd it 
now.

I tryed hard but I still 
coudnt fi nd the picturs I only 
saw the ink. I told him maybe 
I need new glases. He rote 
somthing down on a paper 
and I got skared of faling 
the test. I told him it was a 
very nice inkblot with littel 
points all around the eges. He 
looked very sad so that wasnt 
it. I said please let me try 
agen. Ill get it in a few minits 
becaus Im not so fast som-
times. Im a slow reeder too in 
Miss Kinnians class for slow 

adults but I’m trying very hard. 
He gave me a chance with another card 

that had 2 kinds of ink spillled on it red 
and blue.

He was very nice and talked slow like 
Miss Kinnian does and he explaned it to 
me that it was a raw shok.3 He said pepul 
see things in the ink. I said show me where. 
He said think. I told him I think a inkblot 
but that wasnt rite eather. He said what 
does it remind you—pretend something. 
I closd my eyes for a long time to pretend. 
I told him I pretned a fowntan pen with ink 

 3. raw shok: Charlie is trying to spell Rorschach.
 2. rabits foot: Th e hind foot of a rabbit is sometimes 

used as a good-luck charm.
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Guided Practice
Model and Apply
■ Provide students with copies of the 

Reading Focus graphic organizer 
for “Flowers for Algernon” (see 
Collection 1 Resources) or ask 
them to use a piece of their own 
paper.

■ Tell students that the graphic orga-
nizer can be used to identify sub-
plots and track parallel episodes 
in the story.

■ Tell students that changes in set-
tings, interactions between charac-
ters, and both internal and external 
conflicts are signals that story 
events are occurring.

■ Read-Talk-Write Have students 
read to the end of the following 
page. Have student pairs work 
together to identify the events that 
occur on these pages. Then, have 
them record their findings in the 
chart.

Chain-of-Events ChartChain-of-Events Chart
Charlie is 
shown ink-
blots in a 
Rorschach 
test, but he 
doesn’t see 
its signifi-
cance.

➔

Charlie takes 
a personality 
test.

➔

Charlie 
watches 
Algernon run 
a maze.

Think as a Reader/Writer
Find It in Your Reading Point out 
that the first column on p. 57 men-
tions Charlie’s motivation to attend 
night school, which is that he wants 
to learn to read and spell better.
Use It in Your Writing Have stu-
dents write a brief journal entry 
in which they speculate about the 
importance of motivation in tests 
such as the ones that Charlie takes.

Developing Oral Fluency
Use the first paragraph of the March 7 entry to give 

students practice using correct grammar and reading 

dialogue. Remind students that dialogue is a conversa-

tion between people—in this example, the people 

speaking are Charlie and Dr. Strauss and Dr. Nemur. 

Model reading the paragraph aloud to students.

Paired activity Distribute an enlarged photocopy of 

the first paragraph of the March 7 progress report.

• Help students decide which character is speaking 

which parts in the paragraph. 

• Students should edit the paragraph by placing 

quotation marks and other correct punctuation and 

capitalization around each piece of dialogue that they 

believe is directly spoken. They should also correct 

Charlie’s other punctuation marks.

• Have pairs read the paragraph aloud to each other, 

checking each other for pauses and expression.

• Ask students who are confident in their presentation 

to read the paragraph aloud.



leeking all over a table cloth. Th en he got 
up and went out.

I dont think I passd the raw shok test. A

progris report 3—martch 7
Dr Strauss and Dr Nemur say it dont mat-
ter about the inkblots. I told them I dint 
spill the ink on the cards and I coudn’t see 
anything in the ink. Th ey said that maybe 
they will still use me. I said Miss Kinnian 
never gave me tests like that one only spell-
ing and reading. Th ey said Miss Kinnian 
told that I was her bestist pupil in the adult 
nite scool becaus I tryed the hardist and I 
reely wantid to lern. Th ey said how come 
you went to the adult nite scool all by your-
self Charlie. How did you fi nd it. I said I 
askd pepul and sumbody told me where 
I shud go to lern to read and spell good. 
Th ey said why did you want to. I told them 
becaus all my life I wantid to be smart and 
not dumb. But its very hard to be smart. 
Th ey said you know it will probly be tem-
pirery. I said yes. Miss Kinnian told me. I 
dont care if it herts. 

Later I had more crazy tests today. Th e 
nice lady who gave it me told me the name 
and I asked her how do you spellit so I can 
rite it in my progris riport. thematic 
apperception test. I dont know the frist 
2 words but I know what test means. You 
got to pass it or you get bad marks. Th is test 
lookd easy becaus I coud see the picturs. 
Only this time she dint want me to tell her 
the picturs. Th at mixd me up. I said the 
man yesterday said I shoud tell him what 

I saw in the ink she said that dont make no 
difrence. She said make up storys about the 
pepul in the picturs.

I told her how can you tell storys about 
pepul you never met. I said why shud I 
make up lies. I never tell lies any more 
becaus I always get caut.

She told me this test and the other one 
the raw-shok was for getting personalty. 
I laff ed so hard. I said how can you get that 
thing from inkblots and fotos. She got sore 
and put her picturs away. I dont care. It was 
sily. I gess I faled that test too. B

Later some men in white coats took 
me to a difernt part of the hospitil and 
gave me a game to play. It was like a race 
with a white mouse. Th ey called the mouse 
Algernon. Algernon was in a box with a lot 
of twists and turns like all kinds of walls 
and they gave me a pencil and a paper with 
lines and lots of boxes. On one side it said 
start and on the other end it said finish. 
Th ey said it was amazed and that Algernon 
and me had the same amazed to do. I dint 
see how we could have the same amazed if 
Algernon had a box and I had a paper but 
I dint say nothing. Anyway there wasnt 
time because the race started.

One of the men had a watch he was try-
ing to hide so I wouldnt see it so I tryed not 
to look and that made me nervus.

Anyway that test made me feel worser 
than all the others because they did it 
over 10 times with difernt amazeds and 
Algernon won every time. I dint know that 
mice were so smart. Maybe thats because 

A Read and Discuss What situation has the author set up? B Read and Discuss How does Charlie handle his latest test?
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Think About/Talk About

 Comprehension

A Read and Discuss
Possible response: The author has set 
up the fact that Charlie has such low 
intelligence that he cannot understand 
the significance of the Rorschach test.

B Read and Discuss
Possible response: Instead of being 
worried about failing the first test, 
Charlie seems to think that the latest 
test is ridiculous. Also, Charlie sees the 
assignment as akin to telling lies, and 
he’s not willing to do that.

?  Extend the Discussion
Characterization What does 
Charlie’s interaction with the man 
administering the Rorschach test 
reveal about him? Possible response: 
Charlie is eager to please and tries 
hard.



Algernon is a white mouse. Maybe white 
mice are smarter then other mice. C

progis riport 4—Mar 8
Th eir going to use me! Im so exited I can 
hardly write. Dr Nemur and Dr Strauss had 
a argament about it fi rst. Dr Nemur was in 
the offi  ce when Dr Strauss brot me in. Dr 
Nemur was worryed about using me but 
Dr Strauss told him Miss Kinnian rekem-
mended me the best from all the people 
who she was teaching. I like Miss Kinnian 
becaus shes a very smart teacher. And she 
said Charlie your going to have a second 
chance. If you volenteer for this expera-
ment you mite get smart. Th ey dont know 
if it will be perminint but theirs a chance. 
Th ats why I said ok even when I was scared 
because she said it was an operashun. She 
said dont be scared Charlie you done so 
much with so little I think you deserv it 
most of all.

So I got scaird when Dr Nemur and Dr 
Strauss argud about it. Dr Strauss said I 
had something that was very good. He said 
I had a good motor-vation.4 I never even 
knew I had that. I felt proud when he said 
that not every body with an eye-q of 68 had 
that thing. I dont know what it is or where 
I got it but he said Algernon had it too. 
Algernons motor-vation is the cheese they 
put in his box. But it cant be that because 
I didnt eat any cheese this week. D

Th en he told Dr Nemur something 
I dint understand so while they were talking 
I wrote down some of the words.

He said Dr Nemur I know Charlie is 
not what you had in mind as the fi rst of 
your new brede of intelek** (coudnt get the 
word) superman. But most people of his 
low ment** are host** and uncoop** they 
are usualy dull apath** and hard to reach. 
He has a good natcher hes intristed and 
eager to please.

Dr Nemur said remember he will be 
the fi rst human beeng ever to have his 
intelijence trippled by surgicle meens.

Dr Strauss said exakly. Look at how 
well hes lerned to read and write for his 
low mentel age its as grate an acheve** 
as you and I lerning einstines therey of 
**vity5 without help. Th at shows the intenss 
motor-vation. Its comparat** a tremen** 
achev** I say we use Charlie.

I dint get all the words and they were 
talking to fast but it sounded like Dr Strauss 
was on my side and like the other one wasnt.

Th en Dr Nemur nodded he said all right 
maybe your right. We will use Charlie. 
When he said that I got so exited I jumped 
up and shook his hand for being so good to 
me. I told him thank you doc you wont be 
sorry for giving me a second chance. And 
I mean it like I told him. Aft er the operas-
hun Im gonna try to be smart. Im gonna try 
awful hard. E

 5. einstines therey of **vity: theory of relativity, devel-
oped by Albert Einstein (1879–1955) and deals with 
matter, time, space, and energy.

E  Literary Perspectives  Analyzing Credibility Now 

that you have read this progress report, do you think Charlie will be 

a credible narrator? Why or why not?

 4. motor-vation: motivation, the force or inner drive 
that makes someone want to do or accomplish 
something; here, Charlie’s desire to learn.

C Read and Discuss What has the author hinted at now?

D  Reading Focus  Tracking Story Events What is the 

confl ict between Dr. Strauss and Dr. Nemur?
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Guided Practice
Model and Apply
■ To help students read “Flowers for 

Algernon,” model the reading skill 
of tracking story events. Tell them 
that while reading a longer story, 
they should stop every once in a 
while and ask themselves what has 
happened so far. For example, read 
aloud the paragraph that begins, 
“Then Dr. Nemur nodded he said 
all right . . . .” Tell students that they 
might ask themselves here, “What 
has happened so far?” Then tell stu-
dents that it sounds like although 
Dr. Nemur and Dr. Strauss argued 
about it, Charlie will have the 
operation.

■ Have students continue reading to 
the end of the following page. Tell 
them to ask themselves the follow-
ing questions: “What has happened 
so far? Does this event remind me 
of something that happened ear-
lier? How are the events the same? 
How are they different?”

■ Tell students to make a list of their 
answers.

English-Language Learners
Students are likely to have difficulty analyzing the 

conversation between the two doctors that Charlie 

overhears. Have students make two-column charts 

labeled Dr. Nemur and Dr. Strauss. As students read 

the March 8 report, have them note what each doctor 

is saying. Help them figure out what the incomplete 

words (such as “ment”) really are and what they mean. 

Refer students to the footnotes for help. Then, have 

two readers take the parts of the two doctors and read 

aloud, turning Charlie’s words into dialogue for each 

doctor. Students should then read their notes to deter-

mine the point each doctor tries to make. Lead a discus-

sion on the topic, helping students in identifying each 

doctor’s statements and his overall point. Ask students 

which doctor “wins” the argument, and how. Possible 

responses: Dr. Strauss wins the argument by convincing 

Dr. Nemur that Charlie would be a good test subject.

 You may wish to play the Holt Audio Library of 

this selection before the activity.

Differentiating Instruction



Viewing and Interpreting 
The image above is a Rorschach test. What do you see? 

Why do you think Charlie has diffi  culty with the test?

Analyzing Visuals

progris ript 5—Mar 10
Im skared. Lots of people who work here and 
the nurses and the people who gave me the 
tests came to bring me candy and wish me 
luck. I hope I have luck. I got my rabits foot 
and my lucky penny and my horse shoe. 
Only a black cat crossed me when I was 
comming to the hospitil. Dr Strauss says 
dont be supersitis Charlie this is sience. 
Anyway Im keeping my rabits foot with me.

I asked Dr Strauss if Ill beat Algernon 
in the race aft er the operashun and he said 
maybe. If the operashun works Ill show that 
mouse I can be as smart as he is. Maybe 
smarter. Th en Ill be abel to read better 
and spell the words good and know lots of 
things and be like other people. I want to be 
smart like other people. If it works permin-
int they will make everybody smart all over 
the wurld. 

Th ey dint give me anything to eat this 
morning. I dont know what that eating has 
to do with getting smart. Im very hungry 
and Dr Nemur took away my box of candy. 
Th at Dr Nemur is a grouch. Dr Strauss says 
I can have it back aft er the operashun. You 
cant eat befor a operashun . . .

Progress Report 6—Mar 15
Th e operashun dint hurt. He did it while I 
was sleeping. Th ey took off  the bandijis from 
my eyes and my head today so I can make a 
progress report. Dr Nemur who looked at 
some of my other ones says I spell progress 
wrong and he told me how to spell it and 
report too. I got to try and remember that.

I have a very bad memary for spelling. 
Dr Strauss says its ok to tell about all the 

things that happin to me but he says 
I shoud tell more about what I feel and 
what I think. When I told him I dont know 
how to think he said try. All the time when 
the bandijis were on my eyes I tryed to 
think. Nothing happened. I dont know 
what to think about. Maybe if I ask him he 
will tell me how I can think now that Im 
suppose to get smart. What do smart people 
think about. Fancy things I suppose. I wish 
I knew some fancy things alredy.

Progress Report 7—mar 19
Nothing is happining. I had lots of tests 
and diff erent kinds of races with Algernon. 
I hate that mouse. He always beats me. Dr 
Strauss said I got to play those games. And 
he said some time I got to take those tests 
over again. Th se inkblots are stupid. And 
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Collaborative Learning
Have students work in small groups to write monthly 

“progress reports” about Charlie’s experiences.

1. Organize students in small groups. Point out that 

Charlie’s progress reports begin in March and end in 

July. As the class reads through the story, groups will 

create progress reports about Charlie.

2. Students should write one progress report for each 

month.

3. The reports should include information about Charlie’s 

experiences, progress, and attitude. Reports should also 

include the group’s interpretation of what is happening 

to Charlie and their expectations for his future.

4. Students should collaborate on what to include and 

what to leave out. The reports should each be one or 

two paragraphs. Each student in the group should write 

at least one of the reports.

Think About/Talk About

 Comprehension

C Read and Discuss
Possible response: Algernon may 
have had the same operation that 
Charlie will have.

D Reading Focus
Possible response: The doctors are 
arguing with each other. Dr. Strauss is 
more supportive of Charlie. The other 
doctor fears that Charlie might not be 
a good candidate for the experiment.

 Analysis

E Literary Perspectives
Possible response: Yes, Charlie seems 
honest and trustworthy, and his 
teacher seems to think highly of him.

?  Extend the Discussion
Making Judgments What do you 
think Charlie would be like if he were 
smarter? Explain. Possible response:
He would be successful because his 
drive and determination would keep 
him learning new things. He would 
also be popular because he is 
good-natured.

Analyzing Visuals
Viewing and Interpreting: Students 
should understand that Charlie has 
difficulty comprehending things in a 
non-literal way and using his 
imagination.



those pictures are stupid too. I like to draw 
a picture of a man and a woman but I wont 
make up lies about people. F

I got a headache from trying to think so 
much. I thot Dr Strauss was my frend but 
he dont help me. He dont tell me what to 
think or when Ill get smart. Miss Kinnian 
dint come to see me. I think writing these 
progress reports are stupid too. 

Progress Report 8—Mar 23
Im going back to work at the factery. Th ey 
said it was better I shud go back to work but 
I cant tell anyone what the operashun was 
for and I have to come to the hospitil for an 
hour evry night aft er work. Th ey are gonna 
pay me mony every month for lerning to 
be smart.

Im glad Im going back to work because 
I miss my job and all my frends and all the 
fun we have there.

Dr Strauss says I shud keep writing 
things down but I dont have to do it every 
day just when I think of something or 
something speshul happins. He says dont 
get discoridged because it takes time and 
it happins slow. He says it took a long 
time with Algernon before he got 3 times 
smarter then he was before. Th ats why 
Algernon beats me all the time because he 
had that operashun too. Th at makes me feel 
better. I coud probly do that amazed faster 
than a reglar mouse. Maybe some day Ill 
beat Algernon. Boy that would be some-
thing. So far Algernon looks like he mite be 
smart perminent. 

Mar 25 (I dont have to write progress 
report on top any more just when I hand it 
in once a week for Dr Nemur to read. I just 
have to put the date on. Th at saves time)

We had a lot of fun at the factery today. 
Joe Carp said hey look where Charlie had 
his operashun what did they do Charlie put 
some brains in. I was going to tell him but 
I remembered Dr Strauss said no. Th en 
Frank Reilly said what did you do Charlie 
forget your key and open your door the 
hard way. Th at made me laff . Th eir really 
my friends and they like me.

Sometimes somebody will say hey look 
at Joe or Frank or George he really pulled 
a Charlie Gordon. I don’t know why they 
say that but they always laff . Th is morning 
Amos Borg who is the 4 man at Donnegans 
used my name when he shouted at Ernie 
the offi  ce boy. Ernie lost a packige. He said 
Ernie for godsake what are you trying to be 
a Charlie Gordon. I dont understand why 
he said that. I never lost any packiges. G

Mar 28 Dr Strauss came to my room 
tonight to see why I dint come in like I was 
suppose to. I told him I dont like to race 
with Algernon any more. He said I dont 
have to for a while but I shud come in. He 
had a present for me only it wasnt a present 
but just for lend. I thot it was a little televi-
sion but it wasnt. He said I got to turn it 
on when I go to sleep. I said your kidding 
why shud I turn it on when Im going to 
sleep. Who ever herd of a thing like that. 
But he said if I want to get smart I got to 

G  Literary Focus  Subplot The author has introduced 

a new setting: Charlie’s workplace. What is it like? How do his 

co-workers behave?

F  Reading Focus  Tracking Story Events How is 

Charlie’s spelling now? What does his spelling indicate?
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Guided Practice
Model and Apply
■ Remind students that subplots are 

less important activities or events 
that occur as part of the larger 
story. Point out to students that 
new characters and a new setting 
are introduced on this page. Have 
a volunteer summarize what hap-
pens in this subplot.

■ Turn-and-Talk Have students 
work in pairs to discuss how sub-
plots enhance the story.

Reaching Reluctant Readers
Point out that Charlie is largely alone, having no family 

or close friends. Apart from Miss Kinnian, he does not 

have anyone to help him make important life decisions. 

Ask students what words of advice they would give 

Charlie.

• First, have students consider what advice could help a 

man with limited intellect lead a happy and produc-

tive life. Students may also want to advise Charlie on 

ways to avoid being mistreated.

• Students should provide Charlie with three to five 

pieces of advice. Remind them that they should 

use simple language and concepts that Charlie will 

understand.

• You may wish to revisit this activity after students fin-

ish reading the selection. Ask them whether they still 

think their advice can help Charlie as he goes on to his 

new life. Did he learn any of the ideas they suggested 

during the course of the story? Do students think he 

will be able to follow their advice, given his loss of 

intellect?



do what he says. I told him I dint think I 
was going to get smart and he put his hand 
on my sholder and said Charlie you dont 
know it yet but your getting smarter all the 
time. You wont notice for a while. I think 
he was just being nice to make me feel good 
because I dont look any smarter.

Oh yes I almost forgot. I asked him 
when I can go back to the class at Miss 
Kinnians school. He said I wont go their. 
He said that soon Miss Kinnian will come 
to the hospitil to start and teach me speshul. 
I was mad at her for not comming to see me 

when I got the operashun but I like her so 
maybe we will be frends again. H

Mar 29 Th at crazy TV kept me up all 
night. How can I sleep with something yell-
ing crazy things all night in my ears. And 
the nutty pictures. Wow. I dont know what 
it says when Im up so how am I going to 
know when Im sleeping.

Dr Strauss says its ok. He says my brains 
are lerning when I sleep and that will help 
me when Miss Kinnian starts my lessons 
in the hospitl (only I found out it isnt a 

H Read and Discuss What does this conversation between 

Dr. Strauss and Charlie let us know?
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Differentiating Instruction
Readers Gaining Proficiency
Challenge students to find and correct the most misspelled 

words in one of the progress report entries on these 

two pages.

• Assign pairs or small groups of students a single progress 

report entry. Ask them to work independently to list 

misspelled words and then to write the words correctly.

• Then, have students meet and compare lists. The student 

with the longest list of misspelled words and accurate 

corrections wins.
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Think About/Talk About

 Comprehension

F Reading Focus
Possible response: Charlie’s spelling 
is better but still not perfect; he may 
be getting smarter, but he still has to 
learn how to spell correctly.

H Read and Discuss
Possible response: Dr. Strauss 
believes Charlie is getting smarter even 
if Charlie doesn’t know it. Charlie is 
frustrated about his lack of progress.

 Analysis

G Literary Focus
Possible response: Charlie works at 
a factory. The people there entertain 
themselves, and Charlie, by teasing 
and making fun of him. Charlie enjoys 
being at work and does not realize he 
is being teased.

?  Extend the Discussion
Understanding Characters Why do 
you think Charlie has started to think 
the games and progress reports are 
stupid? Possible response: He has 
not seen any change in his intelligence 
and is getting frustrated.

Story Progression How has 
Charlie’s thinking changed since 
the operation? Possible response:
Charlie recognizes that there are things 
he doesn’t understand. He seems more 
critical and unhappy since the 
operation.

Drawing Conclusions What have 
we learned about Charlie, his work-
place, and his co-workers? Possible 
response: Charlie seems to like work 
and thinks his friends are fun. However, 
Charlie isn’t able to recognize that his 
co-workers’ laughter is directed at him. 
His co-workers are not nice people.



hospitil its a labatory). I think its all crazy. 
If you can get smart when your sleeping 
why do people go to school. Th at thing I 
dont think will work. I use to watch the 
late show and the late late show on TV all 
the time and it never made me smart. 
Maybe you have to sleep while 
you watch it. I

PROGRESS 
REPORT 9—April 3
Dr Strauss showed me how 
to keep the TV turned low so now I 
can sleep. I dont hear a thing. And 
I still dont understand what it says. 
A few times I play it over in the 
morning to fi nd out what I lerned 
when I was sleeping and I dont 
think so. Miss Kinnian says Maybe 
its another langwidge or something. 
But most times it sounds american. 
It talks so fast faster then even Miss Gold 
who was my teacher in 6 grade and 
I remember she talked so fast I coudnt 
understand her.

I told Dr Strauss what good is it to get 
smart in my sleep. I want to be smart when 
Im awake. He says its the same thing and 
I have two minds. Th eres the subconscious6 
and the conscious (thats how you spell it). 
And one dont tell the other one what its 
doing. Th ey don’t even talk to each other. 
Th ats why I dream. And boy have I been 

having crazy dreams. Wow. Ever since that 
night TV. Th e late late late late late show.

I forgot to ask him if it was only me or if 
everybody had those two minds.

(I just looked up the word in the dic-
tionary Dr Strauss gave me. Th e word 
is subconscious. adj. Of the nature of 
mental operations yet not present in 
consciousness; as, subconscious confl ict 
of desires.) Th eres more but I still dont 

know what it means. Th is isnt a very 
good dictionary for dumb people 

like me.
Anyway the headache is 

from the party. My frends 
from the factery 

Joe Carp and 
Frank Reilly 
invited me to 
go with them to 

Muggsys Saloon 
for some drinks. 
I dont like to 

drink but they 
said we will have lots of fun. I had 

a good time.
Joe Carp said I shoud show the girls 

how I mop out the toilet in the factory and 
he got me a mop. I showed them and every-
one laff ed when I told that Mr Donnegan 
said I was the best janiter he ever had 
because I like my job and do it good and 
never come late or miss a day except for my 
operashun.

I said Miss Kinnian always said Charlie 
be proud of your job because you do it 
good.

 6. subconscious (suhb KAHN shuhs): mental activ-
ity that takes place below the level of consciousness 
(KAHN shuhs nihs), or full awareness.

I  Reading Focus  Tracking Story Events Why does 

Dr. Strauss give Charlie the “crazy TV”? What is its purpose?
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Guided Practice
Model and Apply
■ Point out Charlie’s incorrect use 

of the word “your” in the first 
paragraph. Explain that he uses 
the possessive pronoun form of 
“your” when he should use the 
contraction “you’re.” Tell students 
that English has many homo-
phones, pairs or groups of words 
that sound alike but have different 
spellings and meanings. 

■ Have students scan this page and 
the following page and jot down 
other incorrectly used homo-
phones they find. Tell them to write 
the correct form of the word next 
to the incorrect form. Possible 
responses: their, there; its, it’s; their, 
there; some times, sometimes

Cross-Curricular Connection
SCIENCE: The Stages of Sleep
Point out to students that Charlie is receiving infor-

mation while he is asleep. Explain that while we are 

unconscious, our brains continue to be active. Share the 

following information with students:

• There are five stages of sleep through which we cycle 

repeatedly during the night (four to five times during 

an average night’s sleep).

• One of the five stages is known as REM (rapid eye-

movement) sleep; it is during this phase that we 

dream.

• Some scientists believe that sleep helps our bodies 

and minds recover from the work we do during the 

day. It may also help us form memories.

• People who are sleep-deprived for even short periods 

of time can become anxious and suffer from a reduced 

ability to learn and pay attention.



Everybody laff ed and we had a good 
time and they gave me lots of drinks and 
Joe said Charlie is a card when hes potted. 
I dont know what that means but every-
body likes me and we have fun. I cant wait 
to be smart like my best frends Joe Carp 
and Frank Reilly.

I dont remember how the party was 
over but I think I went out to buy a newspa-
per and coff e for Joe and Frank and when 
I came back there was no one their. I looked 
for them all over till late. Th en I dont 
remember so good but I think I got sleepy 
or sick. A nice cop brot me back home. 
Th ats what my landlady Mrs Flynn says.

But I got a headache and a big lump on 
my head and black and blue all over. I think 
maybe I fell but Joe Carp says it was the cop 
they beat up drunks some times. I don’t 
think so. Miss Kinnian says cops are to help 
people. Anyway I got a bad headache and 
Im sick and hurt all over. I dont think Ill 
drink anymore. J

April 6 I beat Algernon! I dint even 
know I beat him until Burt the tester told 
me. Th en the second time I lost because I got 
so exited I fell off  the chair before I fi nished. 
But aft er that I beat him 8 more times. I must 
be getting smart to beat a smart mouse like 
Algernon. But I dont feel smarter. K

I wanted to race Algernon some more 
but Burt said thats enough for one day. 
Th ey let me hold him for a minit. Hes not 
so bad. Hes soft  like a ball of cotton. He 
blinks and when he opens his eyes their 
black and pink on the eges.

I said can I feed him because I felt bad 
to beat him and I wanted to be nice and 
make frends. Burt said no Algernon is 
a very specshul mouse with an operashun 
like mine, and he was the fi rst of all the 
animals to stay smart so long. He told me 
Algernon is so smart that every day he has 
to solve a test to get his food. Its a thing like 
a lock on a door that changes every time 
Algernon goes in to eat so he has to lern 
something new to get his food. Th at made 
me sad because if he couldnt lern he would 
be hungry.

I dont think its right to make you pass 
a test to eat. How woud Dr Nemur like it to 
have to pass a test every time he wants to 
eat. I think Ill be frends with Algernon.

April 9 Tonight aft er work Miss 
Kinnian was at the laboratory. She looked 
like she was glad to see me but scared. 
I told her dont worry Miss Kinnian Im not 
smart yet and she laff ed. She said I have 
confi dence in you Charlie the way you 
struggled so hard to read and right better 
than all the others. At werst you will have 
it for a littel wile and your doing somthing 
for sience.

We are reading a very hard book. 
I never read such a hard book before. Its 
called Robinson Crusoe about a man who 
gets merooned on a dessert Iland. Hes 
smart and fi gers out all kinds of things so 
he can have a house and food and hes a 
good swimmer. Only I feel sorry because 
hes all alone and has no frends. But I think 
their must be somebody else on the iland 

K  Literary Focus  Parallel Episodes Charlie races 

Algernon again. How have their situations changed?

J  Reading Focus  Tracking Story Events What do you 

think happened to Charlie?
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Cross-Curricular Connection
LITERATURE: Robinson Crusoe
Explain to students that Robinson Crusoe was published in 

1719 by the Englishman Daniel Defoe. Share the following 

information about the book:

• Robinson Crusoe was one of the earliest novels published 

in English.

• It has inspired many retellings, including the children’s 

classic The Swiss Family Robinson by Johann Wyss and the 

television series and movie Lost in Space, which featured 

the adventures of the Robinson family.

• Students may be interested to know that Charlie is cor-

rect: Robinson Crusoe is not alone on the island. He soon 

encounters an African man who becomes his companion 

and helper.

Think About/Talk About

 Comprehension

I Reading Focus
Possible response: The “TV” is a 
machine that conveys information 
to Charlie while he is sleeping. It 
will allow him to learn many things 
quickly.

J Reading Focus
Possible response: Charlie’s co-work-
ers abandoned him as a joke. He might 
have been so drunk and confused that 
he hurt himself.

 Analysis

K Literary Focus
Possible response: Charlie can now 
beat Algernon.

?  Extend the Discussion
Identifying Progress What changes 
have you noticed about Charlie’s 
progress report entries? Possible 
response: His spelling seems to have 
improved, he is using bigger, more 
complicated words, and his journal 
entries have become longer and more 
detailed.



because theres a picture with his funny 
umbrella looking at footprints. I hope he 
gets a frend and not be lonely.

April 10 Miss Kinnian teaches me to 
spell better. She says look at a word and 
close your eyes and say it over and over 
until you remember. I have lots of truble 
with through that you say threw and enough 
and tough that you dont say enew and tew. 
You got to say enuff  and tuff . Th ats how I 
use to write it before I started to get smart. 
Im confused but Miss Kinnian says theres 
no reason in spelling.

Apr 14 Finished Robinson Crusoe. I want 
to fi nd out more about what happens to him 
but Miss Kinnian says thats all there is. Why

Apr 15 Miss Kinnian says Im lerning fast. 
She read some of the Progress Reports and 
she looked at me kind of funny. She says Im 
a fi ne person and Ill show them all. I asked 
her why. She said never mind but I shoudnt 
feel bad if I fi nd out that everybody isnt 
nice like I think. She said for a person who 
god gave so little to you done more then a 
lot of people with brains they never even 
used. I said all my frends are smart people 
but there good. Th ey like me and they never 
did anything that wasnt nice. Th en she got 
something in her eye and she had to run 
out to the ladys room.

Apr 16 Today, I lerned, the comma, this 
is a comma (,) a period, with a tail, Miss 
Kinnian, says its importent, because, it 
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Guided Practice
Model and Apply
■ Demonstrate how to find subplots

by reading aloud the April 15 jour-
nal entry. Tell students that there 
is a subplot, or separate story line, 
developing about the relationship 
between Miss Kinnian and Charlie. 

■ Think-Pair-Share Pair students 
and ask them to discuss Miss 
Kinnian’s changing role in Charlie’s 
life. Have them consider how this 
relationship will be affected by 
Charlie’s surgery. During a class 
discussion, have pairs share their 
ideas with the class. (See p. T28.) 

Word-Attack Skills Mini-Lesson
The –ion ending
Write the words educate and education on the board. 

Ask students to identify each word’s part of speech. 

[verb, noun] Remind students that many verbs can be 

made into nouns by adding the suffix –ion or one of its 

variants. Which suffix variant is used, and how the root 

word is changed to add the suffix, can differ from word 

to word.

• The variation –tion is added often, though not always, 

to root words ending with –t or -te.

• Sometimes an additional –a or –i needs to be added, 

making the suffix –ation or –ition.

• Alternatively, the suffix may be –sion instead of -tion. 

This is common when the root word ends with -s.

• Finally, some words that end in –tion or –sion do not 

have clear root words (for example, session, mission).

To understand the meaning of a word ending in –ion, 

–sion, –tion, or –ation, students need to correctly iden-

tify the root word to which the suffix has been added.



makes writing better, she said, sombeody, 
coud lose, a lot of money, if a comma, isnt, 
in the, right place, I dont have, any money, 
and I dont see, how a comma, keeps you 
from losing it,

But she says, everybody, uses commas, 
so Ill use, them too,

Apr 17 I used the comma wrong. Its 
punctuation. Miss Kinnian told me to look 
up long words in the dictionary to lern to 
spell them. I said whats the diff erence if you 
can read it anyway. She said its part of your 
education so now on Ill look up all the words 
Im not sure how to spell. It takes a long time 
to write that way but I think Im remember-
ing. I only have to look up once and aft er 
that I get it right. Anyway thats how come 
I got the word punctuation right. (Its that 
way in the dictionary). Miss Kinnian says a 
period is punctuation too, and there are lots 
of other marks to lern. I told her I thot all the 
periods had to have tails but she said no.

You got to mix them up, she showed? 
me” how. to mix! them( up,. and now; I 
can! mix up all kinds” of punctuation, in! 
my writing? Th ere, are lots! of rules? to lern; 
but Im gettin’g them in my head.

One thing I? like about, Dear Miss 
Kinnian: (thats the way it goes in a business 
letter if I ever go into business) is she, always 
gives me’ a reason” when—I ask. She’s a 
gen’ius! I wish! I cou’d be smart” like, her;

(Punctuation, is; fun!)

April 18 What a dope I am! I didn’t 
even understand what she was talking 

about. I read the grammar book last night 
and it explanes the whole thing. Th en I saw 
it was the same way as Miss Kinnian was 
trying to tell me, but I didn’t get it. I got up 
in the middle of the night, and the whole 
thing straightened out in my mind. L

Miss Kinnian said that the TV working 
in my sleep helped out. She said I reached 
a plateau. Th ats like the fl at top of a hill.

Aft er I fi ggered out how punctuation 
worked, I read over all my old Progress 
Reports from the beginning. Boy, did I have 
crazy spelling and punctuation! I told Miss 
Kinnian I ought to go over the pages and fi x 
all the mistakes but she said, “No, Charlie, 
Dr. Nemur wants them just as they are. 
Th at’s why he let you keep them aft er they 
were photostated, to see your own progress. 
You’re coming along fast, Charlie.”

Th at made me feel good. Aft er the lesson 
I went down and played with Algernon. We 
don’t race anymore. 

April 20 I feel sick inside. Not sick like 
for a doctor, but inside my chest it feels 
empty like getting punched and a heartburn 
at the same time.

I wasn’t going to write about it, but 
I guess I got to, because it’s important. 
Today was the fi rst time I ever stayed home 
from work.

Last night Joe Carp and Frank Reilly 
invited me to a party. Th ere were lots of 
girls and some men from the factory. 
I remembered how sick I got last time I 
drank too much, so I told Joe I didn’t want 
anything to drink. He gave me a plain Coke 

L Read and Discuss What does Charlie’s ability to read and 

understand a grammar book indicate?
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Activity Ask students to work in pairs. Give each pair a 

dictionary. Write on the board the following ten nouns 

from the selection. Ask students to identify the correct 

root verb for each of the nouns. You may wish to challenge 

student teams to try to be the first to present all ten cor-

rect answers.

 1. motivation [motivate]

 2. suspicion [suspect]

 3. association [associate]

 4. discussion [discuss]

 5. operation [operate]

 6. specialization [specialize]

 7. permission [permit]

 8. regression [regress]

 9. sensation [sense]

 10. production [produce]
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Think About/Talk About

 Comprehension

L Read and Discuss
Possible response: Charlie is smart 
enough to make sense of text and 
apply what he reads in it. His intelli-
gence is increasing.

?  Extend the Discussion
Evaluating In what ways might 
Charlie identify with the character of 
Robinson Crusoe? Possible response: 
He is alone and has no true friends. The 
nature of the experiment isolates him 
from others.

Identifying Cause and Effect 
Charlie wants to find out what hap-
pens to Robinson Crusoe after the 
book ends. What does this show 
about Charlie’s intelligence? Possible 
response: It shows that in reading the 
book, he becomes involved in the story 
line and interested in the character. 
Charlie’s interest also shows that he is 
developing an imagination; he is able 
to think beyond the literal stories and 
make connections.




