
 

Teacher Evaluation Rubric/Classroom Walkthrough Form  

Glossary of Terms 

Assessment…The process of documenting, usually in measurable terms, knowledge, skills, attitudes, and 

beliefs in a variety of types including  national and state standardized assessments, benchmark or quarterly 

assessments, common assessments, and other forms of summative and formative assessments.  

Backwards Planning...The practice of looking at the desired learner outcomes in order to design curriculum 

units, performance assessments, and classroom instruction from Understanding by Design educator Grant 

Wiggins and Jay McTighe. Stage 1 is defining learner objectives using content standards. Stage 2 involves the 

planning of assessments to provide evidence of the students’ learning, and Stage 3 is the planning of activities 

that will lead students to the desired results. 

Brain-Based Learning…Approaches to teaching in accord with recent research on the brain and human 

learning that include immersion into complex, interactive experiences, that provide personally meaningful 

levels of challenge, and active processing of the experience. 

Bloom’s Taxonomy…Levels of thinking tiered from lower order to higher order including the following: 

Remembering, Understanding, Applying, Analyzing, Evaluating, and Creating. 

Differentiated Instruction…Tailoring instruction to meet the individual needs of students,  based on student 

readiness, interest, or learning profile, whether it be by differentiating content, process, products, or the 

learning environment. It includes the use of ongoing assessment and flexible grouping. 

Formative Assessments…A process used by teachers and students during instruction which includes 

ongoing observations and methods of evaluation designed to provide feedback in order to adjust teaching to 

improve student achievement. 

Guided Reading or Writing…The teacher works with a small, temporary group of students to develop 

processing strategies as a variety of increasingly challenging texts are read, and in writing, to develop craft and 

conventions of writing in a variety of genres. (Components of Reading/Writing Workshop) 

Higher-Order Thinking Skills…Analyzing, evaluating, and creating understanding  of complex concepts and 

applying sometimes conflicting information to solve a problem, which may have more than one correct answer. 

High-Yield Instructional Strategies…An assortment of highly-effective and proven teaching techniques that 

increase student comprehension and retention of material developed by educational researcher, Robert 

Marzano. These strategies can be used across the curriculum. 



Inclusive Setting…Including students with disabilities in the regular education setting in their home schools 

where they receive the specialized instruction delineated by their individualized education programs (IEPs) 

within the context of the core curriculum and general class activities. 

Independent Reading or Writing…Individual students read silently and respond to a variety of texts of their 

own choosing with continuous teacher support and guidance through conferring; in writing, students work in 

their writers’ notebooks or on drafting, revising, editing, or publishing writing projects with continuous teacher 

support and guidance. (Components of Reading/Writing Workshop) 

Learner Engagement...Student involvement in the classroom and in learning including authentic engagement, 

strategic compliance, ritual compliance, retreatism, and rebellion stages.  Authentic engagement occurs when 

the task, activity, or work the student is assigned is associated with a result that has clear meaning and 

immediate value to the student.  

Learning Styles…Student’s preferred modes of instruction including visual, auditory, and kinesthetic modes or 

the multiple intelligences of Howard Gardner including visual-spatial, bodily-kinesthetic, musical, interpersonal, 

intrapersonal, linguistic, and logical-mathematical intelligences. 

Lesson/Learner Objective…A statement in kid-friendly language of what you want students to know, be able 

to do, and/ or produce that is posted in your classroom and that can be verbalized by students. 

Literature Study/Circle…Small, heterogeneous group of students who discuss the literary elements and 

multiple dimensions of a text or set of related texts, while the teacher guides their in-depth analysis. 

(Component of Reading Workshop) 

Modeled and Shared Reading and Writing…A strategy which involves the teacher showing and then 

working together on reading a text or composing a piece of writing in order to help students learn aspects of 

such as print conventions in text and to develop reading strategies, and in writing, to help students learn styles 

of writing and writing conventions. 

Open-Ended Questions…These are the type of questions that make students think more critically. They 

require thoughtful responses that are derived from the meaning of text and/or personal experience/knowledge. 

Oftentimes, they begin with How or Why.   

Resource Setting…Special education and related services are provided outside of the regular education 

classroom for small group or one-on-one instruction either in a special class or pulled out of the regular class 

for some part of the day for additional support of the inclusive classroom. 

Summative Assessments…Assessments given after instruction to determine students’ mastery of 

information, skills, concepts, or processes and include national/state standardized tests, benchmark tests, unit 

tests, End of Course Assessments, and midterms and final exams. 

Wait Time…The time given to think and respond to teachers’ questions in the classroom.  Varying degrees of 

wait time are required of individual students or based on the types of questions asked.  The more complex or 

higher-level thinking is required, the greater the wait time. 


