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SUPERINTENDENT’S
CORNER
A-F ACCOUNTABILITY REPORT
Center Grove is proud of the grades achieved by all eight schools on the
state’s A-F Accountability Report for the 2012-2013 school year. Six schools
received an “A” or “Exemplary” rating. Two schools received a “B” or
“Commendable” score, which is within a few tenths of an “A”.
Center Grove H.S. (4) A—Exemplary
The Department of
Education assigns the scores Center Grove M.S. Central (3.75) A—Exemplary
and letter grades to schools
Center Grove M.S. North (3.5) B-Commendable
as one indicator of school
Center Grove E.S. (4) A—Exemplary
accountability. Principals use
Maple Grove E.S. (4) A—Exemplary
this information to help
guide the goals within each
North Grove E.S. (4) A—Exemplary
school improvement plan,
Pleasant Grove E.S. (4) A—Exemplary
which in turn impacts the
professional development
Sugar Grove E.S. (3.5) B-Commendable
given to staff and the focus
of teachers with students. You can see a breakdown of each school’s report
card by clicking here.

CONSTRUCTION PROJECT MOVES FORWARD

Rich Arkanoff

Dear community members,
I appreciate you taking a
moment to catch up on what is
happening in Center Grove. In
this issue, we have a report on
the A-F grades our schools
received from the state and an
update on our upcoming
construction projects. We will
also outline the many donations
and grants we’ve received for our
Center Grove Police Department
K9, Duxo. We’ve received enough
funds to fully cover our
investment.

Center Grove is moving ahead with a $42 million construction project that
will create secure entries in all eight school buildings and address major
educational effectiveness and capacity issues at North Grove Elementary
(NGES), Center Grove Elementary (CGES), and Center Grove High
School (CGHS).

Be a part of the future and join
us as we restart our Strategic
Planning Process. I invite any
interested parents or community
members to join our committee.

Construction on the first phase of the project, Safety & Security upgrades
for all schools, will begin as soon as the school year ends. Construction is
scheduled to be completed in October. The second phase of the project,
updates to both CGES and NGES, will begin in mid-April. The second phase
is scheduled to be completed in December 2015.

You can also read about an
exciting opportunity ahead for
the CGHS Indoor Percussion
group and a new immunization
requirement for students entering
12th grade next school year. We
are getting ready to reset our
Strategic Planning process and
invite any interested parents or

The CGES project includes an 11,800 square foot expansion for gym and
office space. The CGES project will also include relocation of bus parking on
south side of building to separate bus and car traffic for safety. ADA
(CONSTRUCTION—Continued on page 2)
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upgrades and
additional fencing
around the
playground is also
planned.
NGES will receive a
14,208 square foot
addition for a gym
and Kindergarten
classrooms. New
bus parking will be
added to the west
side of building to
separate bus and
car traffic for
safety. North
Grove will receive
a new fire
protection system
and new HVAC
system. ADA
upgrades and additional fencing are also planned for the playground.
Both buildings will receive upgrades to finishes, electrical, and data
systems and renovations of their old office and gymnasium areas.
This project is fully funded without increasing tax rates for White River
Township residents. You can find more photos, timelines, and information
about the project on the Center Grove website
(www.centergrove.k12.in.us/construction).

DONATIONS FUND CGPD K9
Center Grove has secured donations and
grants to fully fund the cost of the school
district’s drug detecting dog. Duxo, a Dutch
Shepherd, is a certified drug-detecting K9 officer. Duxo joined the district’s police
department last summer and was assigned to
Center Grove Police Department (CGPD)
Officer Evan Preston (pictured at right).
Center Grove has received two $1000
“Walmart Local Giving Program” grants from
the Walmart #3435 located at Emerson
Avenue and County Line Road in Greenwood
and Walmart #995 at 2125 North Morton
Street in Franklin. Through its Local Giving
Program, Walmart stores nationwide award
grants to schools, churches, governments, and non-profit organizations to
help support the needs of their communities.

community members to join our
committee. You will also find a
list of opportunities for you to
connect with our schools and our
students over the next few
months.
Lastly, I’d like to thank all of our
staff members and families for
their patience during this long,
difficult winter. We knew our first
year on a balanced calendar
would be different than previous
years. But nothing could prepare
us for the winter we just had.
We are pleased that spring
weather is finally around the
corner! Center Grove schools will
be out for a two-week Spring
Break from March 22-April 6. I
wish you all a warm and
wonderful spring!
Sincerely,

Rich Arkanoff
PLEASE JOIN US
KINDERGARTEN
REGISTRATION
Thursday, Apr. 10
6:00pm –7:00pm
All elementary schools
CGHS ORCHESTRA ISSMA
PREVIEW CONCERT
Thursday, April 10
7:30pm
CGHS Auditorium
FREE
CGHS BAND ISSMA
PREVIEW CONCERT
Thursday, April 12
7:30pm
CGHS Auditorium
FREE
TEACHER CELEBRATION
NIGHT
Teacher of the Year & Legacy
Awards Reception
Tuesday, Apr. 29
7:00pm
CGHS Auditorium

Center Grove received $1000 from the Parent-Teacher Organization (PTO)
(DONATIONS—Continued on page 3)
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at Center Grove Middle School North and $500 from each of the other
seven schools’ PTOs. The Center Grove Boys Basketball League also made
a $100 donation.
Three Johnson County business owners have generously donated goods
and services for Duxo. Dr. Cindy Baker, DVM with Bargersville
Veterinary Hospital and Wellness Center provides veterinary care for
Duxo. Gregg Smith with Groomer Gregg’s provides grooming services.
Jennifer Whitaker with Barx Boutique for Pets has donated food and
treats for Duxo.
The CGPD K9 handlers program was introduced to Center Grove schools
in August 2013 to deter the introduction of illegal drugs to school and to
confiscate them when they were detected. Duxo and Officer Preston
conduct regular weekly scheduled and unscheduled sweeps of both of
our middle schools, the high school, the Center Grove Alternative
Academy and their parking lots. They also visit the district’s elementary
schools to conduct programs aimed at developing positive relationships
between the students and law enforcement officers.

CGHS INDOOR PERCUSSION TAKES PERFORMANCE TO THE
COMMUNITY
Center Grove High School’s (CGHS) award-winning Indoor Percussion
group will share its “Heart of a
Warrior” performance beyond its
competitions this year. The
performance represents the
Terra Cotta Warriors of Xian,
China.
The Children's Museum of
Indianapolis invited CGHS Indoor
Percussion to represent the real
Terra Cotta Warriors, some of
which will be on display May 10November 2, 2014 in a special
museum exhibit called, Terra Cotta Warriors: The Emperor’s Painted Army, directly from China’s Shaanxi Province.
The musicians dress the part of the warrior with suits of armor, black
wigs, and clay and paint-inspired makeup with each element strategically
created to represent the ancient warriors of Xian, China.
“It’s an incredible story straight out of the pages of history,” said Josh
Torres, Center Grove Percussion director. “Our make-up artist decided to
portray the characters as clay figures come to life with a modern twist.
Our eventual goal is for the audience to feel as if they’ve been taken on a
journey where they can see the warrior evolve from a clay statue to a
warrior who will stop at nothing to protect their emperor."
In addition to their rigorous competition schedule, CGHS Indoor
Percussion will perform the show twice at The Children’s Museum. They’re
also awaiting word on dates and times for additional performances,
including an Indiana Pacers playoff game.
You can learn more about Indoor Percussion and the CGHS band’s
upcoming performance in the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade at
trojanband.com.

(JOIN US—Continued from page 2)

CGHS SPRING MUSICAL
“All Shook Up”
Friday & Saturday, May 9-10
7:30pm
Sunday, May 11
2:30pm
CGHS Auditorium
Tickets: $10 adults, $8 students
Available at CGHS main office
week of show or purchase
at the door.
CGHS SPRING SPECTACTULAR
Thursday, May 15
7:00pm
CGHS Auditorium
Tickets: $5 adults, $4 students
Available at cgchoirs.org or at
CGHS main office.
SPRING BAND CONCERT
Tuesday, May 20
7:30pm
CGHS Auditorium
FREE
CG ALTERNATIVE ACADEMY
COMMENCEMENT
Wednesday, May 21
6:30pm
CGHS Auditorium
CGHS COMMENCEMENT
Saturday, May 31
4:00pm
CGHS Vandermeer Gymnasium
TROJAN ATHLETICS
For a list of all CGHS
athletic events, go to:
www.centergrove.k12.in.us/hs/
athletics

GET INVOLVED
You can find information about
activities, events, and links to
our school websites at
www.centergrove.k12.in.us.
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IMMUNIZATION CHANGES FOR 2014-15 SCHOOL YEAR
A new immunization will be required for students entering 12th grade for
the 2014-15 school year. The Indiana State Department of Health will
require one (1) booster dose of meningococcal conjugate vaccine (MCV4)
for incoming seniors. Any 12th grade student who does not have the
updated immunization by October 1, 2014 will not be allowed to attend
school. Families should contact their child’s medical provider or the Johnson
County Health Department to schedule an appointment to update their
child’s immunizations.

SURVEY PLANNED ON 2014-15 BUILT-IN SNOW DAYS
Center Grove is considering a survey of staff and parents to determine
whether there is support to build five additional snow days into the school
calendar for the 2014-15 school year. Presidents Day and Martin Luther
King Jr. Day are already scheduled as snow make-up days. An additional
option includes utilizing days during the second week of Spring Break,
starting with Friday and working backward. The survey would be sent out in
April, pending School Board approval.

CONNECT WITH US
DON’T MISS YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO JOIN US!
From planning a new employee daycare to investigating new technology
for students and staff, exciting things are happening at Center Grove. And
you can be a part of it! Parents and community members are invited to
join our Strategic Planning Committee, which also includes school board
members, teachers, administrators, and staff. The Committee is in the
process of reviewing the current Strategic Plan
for effectiveness and gaps and updating goals
for the next three years.
Each member is assigned to a sub-committee
that corresponds with the four focus areas in
the chart to the right: Programming,
Staffing, Environment, and
Communication. Each section of this
newsletter is designated with a colored tab for
one of these areas of focus.
You can find much more information on Center Grove’s Strategic Plan
website (www.centergrove.k12.in.us/strategicplan). If you are interested
in joining the committee, please contact Pam Parker at 317.881.9326,
extension 1627 or parkerp@centergrove.k12.in.us.

Facebook.com/
CGSchools

@Center_Grove

JOIN OUR EMAIL LIST
To sign up for the
emailed version of
this newsletter,
scan the QR Code
or go to
www.centergrove.k12.in.us/
CGNewsletter to sign up.

