JUNE 2014

SUPERINTENDENT’S
CORNER
CENTER GROVE H.S. GRADUATES 540; 23 EARN COLLEGE
DEGREES, CERTIFICATES

Dr. Rich Arkanoff

Dear community members,

Center Grove High School awarded diplomas to 540 students during its
commencement ceremony on Saturday, May 31, 2014 at Center Grove High
School (CGHS). The graduates donned bright red caps and gowns and
marched in to fill the floor of the Vandermeer Gymnasium while the Center
(GRADUATES-Continued on page 4)

CONSTRUCTION PROJECT MOVES FORWARD
Construction on the first phase of
the project, Safety & Security
upgrades for all schools, are
underway.
This phase is scheduled to be
completed in October. The second
phase of the project is also
underway and is scheduled to be
completed in December 2015. It
includes updates to both Center
Grove Elementary and North Grove
Demolition started the Monday after school
Elementary.
ended on the boys and girls restrooms
outside the cafeteria at NGES.

(CONSTRUCTION-Continued on page 4)

Thank you for taking a few
moments to learn about what is
happening in Center Grove. In
this issue, we have a recap of
this year's CGHS commencement
ceremony and an update on our
school construction projects,
which are now underway. We will
also tell you about a big award
from the EPA, introduce our new
Chief Technology Officer, and
outline new immunizations
required for the upcoming school
year. We also have a list of this
year's Teachers of the Year
winners and a profile of a special
camp put on by the CGHS
football team.
Lastly, I would like to personally
invite you to join the CG100. This
new group is open to anyone in
our community who has two
hours to help shape the future of
Center Grove schools. The CG100
will meet just twice in the next
year, but will have a huge impact
as our Strategic Planning
Committee develops its Strategic
(SUP’T.-Continued on page 2)
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CENTER GROVE RECEIVES EPA AWARD
Dr. Marc Lame, Clinical Associate
Professor and Director, Master of
Science in Environmental Science
Program at Indiana University,
presented an award of recognition on
behalf of the Environmental Protection Agency to Center Grove during
the May 15, 2014 school board meeting. The award commemorates the
district's leadership in reducing
pesticide risk and exposure in Center
Grove. Through IPM (Integrated Pest
Facilities Engineer Dave Statler, Dir. of Management), Center Grove has seen
an 80 percent reduction in pesticide
Maintenance Chris Painter,
maintenance technician Robert
use and a 60 percent reduction in pest
Lewis, Jr. & Dr. Marc Lame
complaints.

Plan 2.0. You can read more
about it and get on a link to sign
up in this newsletter.
I hope all of you are enjoying the
summer and look forward to
starting another great school
year in just a few weeks.
Sincerely,

Rich Arkanoff
Superintendent

CONGRATULATIONS!
2013-14 TEACHERS OF
THE YEAR

IMMUNIZATION CHANGES FOR 2014-15
Students entering 6th grade and 12th grade for the 2014-15 school year
are required to have new immunizations by October 1, 2014.
6TH GRADE
IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENT

12TH GRADE
IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENT

One (1) meningococcal conjugate
vaccine (MCV4)
One (1) Tdap (Tetanus, Diphtheria,
and Pertussis) booster, after age 10

One (1) booster dose of
meningococcal conjugate
vaccine (MCV4)

Any 6th or 12th grade student who does not have the required
immunizations by October 1, 2014 will not be allowed to attend school.

Families should contact their child's medical provider or the Johnson County
Health Department to schedule an appointment to update their child's
immunizations.

Matthew Ehresman

Center Grove Middle School
Central 8th Grade Social Studies
teacher Matthew Ehresman
received the 2013-14 Center
Grove Community School
Corporation (CGCSC) Teacher of
the Year Award.
Congratulations to all of these
building winners:
Center Grove Elementary
Katharine McAtee—Art
Maple Grove Elementary
Elizabeth Leavitt—Grade 5
North Grove Elementary
Mindy VanderVeen—Grade 5
Pleasant Grove Elementary
Shannon Thayer—Art

TAYLOR APPOINTED TECHNOLOGY CHIEF
Jason Taylor will take the reins of the nationally recognized Center Grove
Community School Corporation (CGCSC) Technology Department. The
CGCSC Board of School Trustees approved Taylor's appointment to Chief
Technology Officer at its meeting on June 19.
Taylor comes to Center Grove from the Monroe County Community School
Corporation where he spent three years leading technology efforts for the
district of nearly 11,000 students. Before moving to Monroe County, Taylor
served for four years as Center Grove's Data Integration Manager.
(TECHNOLOGY-Continued on page 4)

Sugar Grove Elementary
LaRenda Peterson—Grade 3
M.S. Central
Matthew Ehresman—Grade 8
M.S. North
Jeffrey Peterson—Grade 8
High School
Adam Gaff—Spanish
(Read more about each winner at
www.centergrove.k12.in.us/
teacherofyear.)

Grove Gazette | June 2014 | Page 3

CGHS FOOTBALL TEAM HOSTS CAMPABILITY
Center Grove High School (CGHS) football players and staff hosted their
second annual "Field Day" at the CGHS football field for children from the
Easter Seals Crossroads CampAbility. The week-long camp serves students
with special needs from ages 4-11.
"We want this to be the best day of their
entire summer. That's our goal," said CGHS
Varsity Football Head Coach Eric Moore.
"Players came to me wanting to do
something for the community, to give back.
We decided to do this last year and it was
just phenomenal, so we're doing it again
this year."

UPCOMING EVENTS
CGCSC BOARD OF SCHOOL
TRUSTEES MEETING
Thursday, July 17
7 p.m.
Education Service Center
MSC, MSN REGISTRATION,
SCHEDULE PICK UP
Tuesday, July 22
9 a.m.-7 p.m.

Zoe Neal-Gibson gets a lift
from cheerleaders.

Players helped students navigate drills on the turf, try
on equipment, and even run through the Trojan helmet
used for Friday night football games. The CGHS
cheerleaders were also on hand to share their pom
poms and teach some cheers. Cheerleaders granted Zoe
Neal-Gibson's wish to be at the top of a pyramid.
Players who volunteered to help with the program went
through a disability awareness training session with
Easter Seals Crossroads to learn how to best support
the students during the field day activities.
Austin Smogor
carries Eli Knight.

Senior Austin Smogor spent most of his day following
Eli Knight who had boundless energy, despite the heat
and humidity. "It's almost as hard as practice," Smogor said after running
the length of the field on the heels of little Eli. "But it's more fun though."

CGES, MGES, NGES, PGES,
SGES REGISTRATION
Tuesday, July 22
1-4 p.m., 5-7 p.m.
GRADE 9 REGISTRATION
Tuesday, July 22
8 a.m.-12:30p.m.
5:30 p.m.-8 p.m.
GRADES 10-12
REGISTRATION
Wednesday, July 23
3 p.m.-7 p.m.
Thursday, July 24
10 a.m.-2 p.m.
FIRST TEACHER DAYNO STUDENTS
Friday, July 25
STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAYNO STUDENTS
Monday, July 28

We want your input. Can you give two hours of your time
over the next year to help Center Grove plan for the future?
Join the CG100! The CG100 will help Center Grove's Strategic Planning
Committee shape the priorities for the school corporation's next three years
and create its next strategic plan-Strategic Plan 2.0.
SEPTEMBER 9, 2014
6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.
CGHS Auditorium
The first meeting will include
presentations to help you learn
more about issues facing Center
Grove and an opportunity for you to
give your opinion about what
is important to you.

JANUARY 13, 2015
6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.
CGHS Auditorium
The second meeting will give you
an opportunity to weigh in on the
list of potential goals drafted by the
Strategic Planning Committee
for the Strategic Plan 2.0.

Please RSVP for the CG100 at www.centergrove.k12.in.us/CG100.

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL
Tuesday, July 29
ISBA SCHOOL BOARD
CANDIDATE FORUM
Wednesday, August 20
6:30 p.m.-9 p.m.
High School Auditorium
CGCSC BOARD OF SCHOOL
TRUSTEES MEETING
Thursday, August 21
7 p.m.
Education Service Center
NO SCHOOL-LABOR DAY
BREAK
Friday, August 29Monday, September 1
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UPCOMING MILESTONES

CONNECT WITH US

June 3, 2014 - July 25, 2014

Center Grove Elementary

North Grove Elementary

Areas of focus during this phase:

Areas of focus during this phase:












Construction of four new
classrooms
Construction of new gymnasium
Construction of new
administration area
Renovation of restroom outside
cafeteria
Construction of new bus lot on
south side
Installation of geothermal wells
continues







Construction of new gymnasium
Construction of two Kindergarten
classrooms
Renovation of restroom outside
cafeteria
Renovation of rooms 14, 15, 28
& 29
Construction of new bus parking
on west side
Relocation of primary playground
Installation of geothermal wells
continues

Middle School Central, Middle School North,
Pleasant Grove Elementary* & Sugar Grove Elementary
Safety and security upgrades to main entrances.
* Pleasant Grove's administration offices are also being renovated.
This project is fully funded without increasing tax rates for White River
Township residents. You can find more photos, timelines, and information
about the project at www.centergrove.k12.in.us/construction.

Facebook.com/
CGSchools

@Center_Grove

JOIN OUR EMAIL LIST
To sign up for the
emailed version of
this newsletter,
scan the QR Code
or go to
www.centergrove.k12.in.us/
CGNewsletter to sign up.

(GRADUATES-Cont’d. from page 1)

Valedictorian Ian Kenney lead his class with a 4.786 GPA, despite a busy extracurricular life that included an
Eagle Scout award and several other activities. In his address, Kenney told the students, "Happiness is the key
to life. We should all strive to use our talents and interests to the best of our abilities to be happy and to help
others to be happy. We should live every day as our last because you never know when that last day will be."
Kenney plans to attend Purdue University to study Biomedical Engineering.
Salutatorian Erica McGraw served as the secretary for the senior class, among many other activities. In her
speech to her classmates, McGraw said, "May your dreams stay big and your worries stay smaller. I wish you
all the best of luck with your future endeavors." McGraw plans to study Psychology or Human Biology with a
Pre-Med focus at Indiana University.
23 seniors earned college degrees or certificates through the high school's Early College (EC) program in
addition to their high school diplomas. Another 62 students earned between 3 and 45 credits for a total of
2,910 college credit hours earned by EC seniors.
33 students graduated from Center Grove's Alternative Academy in May. 47 students received their diplomas
through the Academy during the 2013-14 school year.
(TECHNOLOGY-Cont’d. from page 2)

"I'm excited to return to Center Grove," said Taylor. "This is an excellent team and I
look forward to building on Center Grove's reputation as a national leader in innovation."
Taylor is a graduate of Franklin College where he received his Bachelor's Degree in
Education. He holds a Master's Degree in Education Technology from Indiana University
(IU) and is pursuing an EdD from IU. Taylor was one of the first educators nationwide to
receive an Education Technology Leader certification.
"We are thrilled to have Jason rejoin our staff," said CGCSC Superintendent Dr. Rich
Arkanoff. "He is a talented leader who knows our schools and our systems and will be
able to jump in without losing any of the momentum this team has built."

Jason Taylor

In April, Center Grove was ranked among the top 10 in the nation in the annual Digital
School Districts Survey by the Center for Digital Education (CDE) and the National
School Boards Association (NSBA).

