FALL 2014

Celebrating Achievements
Ehresman named finalist for Indiana Teacher of the Year
Center Grove Middle School Central 8th Grade
Social Studies teacher Matthew Ehresman is one
of three finalists for the 2015 Indiana Teacher of
the Year. Ehresman was named the 2013-2014
Center Grove Community School Corporation
Teacher of the Year in May.

From the Superintendent

"This is a tremendous honor," said Ehresman.
"To be recognized for what I thoroughly enjoy
doing is both humbling and somewhat surreal."
"We are excited to have Matt included in this
elite group of teachers," said Dr. Rich Arkanoff,
Matthew Ehresman
Center Grove superintendent. "Matt is an exceptional teacher who is dedicated to his students and passionate about
what he does. His innovative use of Project-Based Learning is a true
asset to Center Grove Schools."
Ehresman earned his bachelor's degree from Purdue University and is
currently pursuing a master's through Purdue. This is his 10th year of
teaching at Center Grove. He previously taught for two years in Pike
(Ehresman-Continued on page 4)

Construction Project: Safety Security, & Stewardship
MIDDLE SCHOOL CENTRAL

Entrance before construction

Entrance with secure entry

Safety and security upgrades complete in middle schools,
four elementary schools
The third and final phase is about to begin for Center Grove's $42 million
Safety, Security, and Stewardship construction project. Phase one, which
was largely completed during the summer break, created secure
entries at Pleasant Grove and Sugar Grove Elementary schools, and both
(Construction-Continued on page 3)

Dr. Rich Arkanoff

Thank you for taking a moment to
learn more about Center Grove
schools. The 2014-2015 school
year got off to a great start and
continues to be busy as we
approach the end of the first nine
weeks. In this quarter's Grove
Gazette you can read more about
our Indiana Teacher of the Year
finalist, Matt Ehresman. We also
have an update on our $42 million
construction project and
renovations to Center Grove High
School's auditorium.
We'd also like to invite you to join
us at any of the many events
planned in our schools in the coming months. I'd like to draw your
attention to a couple of them.
First, Center Grove will be hosting
a screening of the film "Rise Above
the Mark" on Monday, October 27,
2014 at 7:00 p.m. You can read
more about the documentary in
the article on page 4. The second
date is Friday, January 16, 2015.
That night will be Center Grove
Night with the Indiana Pacers. The
Center Grove Education Foundation
(Superintendent-Continued on page 2)
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Celebrating Achievements

(Superintendent-Cont’d. from page 2)

Three CGHS students named National Merit Scholarship
Semifinalists
Center Grove High School students Julie Simon, Austin Peters, and Olivia
Perry were named National Merit Semifinalists for this year. They are
among 15,000 finalists nationwide who represent less than one percent of
students who took the Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship
Qualifying Test.
To become a finalist, the students and their high schools must submit a
detailed application and provide information about their academic records,
participation in school and community activities, demonstrated leadership
abilities, and honors and awards received.

Two CGHS students named to US Army All American
Marching Band
Center Grove High School students Yolanda Vidal and Austin Peters will
be recognized on November 14, 2014 on their selection for the US Army
All American Marching Band. Only 125 students are selected from across
the nation based on their outstanding musicianship, marching skill, academic standing, leadership potential, and maturity.

In Our Community
Hundreds turn out for
CG100

Sincerely,

Rich Arkanoff
Superintendent

Upcoming Events
SIDE BY SIDE CONCERT
Monday, October 6
7:00 p.m.
CGHS Auditorium
CGCSC BOARD OF SCHOOL
TRUSTEES MEETING
Tuesday, October 7
7:00 p.m.
Education Service Center
CAVALCADE OF CHAMPIONS
MARCHING BAND
COMPETITION
Saturday, October 11
CGHS Skillman Football Stadium

More than 300 hundred members
of the Center Grove community
filled the Center Grove High School
auditorium on September 9, 2014
to learn about the school corporation and give their input on its
direction and focus for the future.
This group, called the "CG100",
will serve as an advisory group to
the corporation's Strategic Planning
Committee. The CG100 members
filled out a survey, which allowed
them to weigh in on everything
from the age students should be
allowed to take home digital
devices to whether Center Grove
has adequately addressed safety
and security needs in its facilities.
They were also asked to choose
which programs should be
enhanced or increased and which
learning resources are the most
important for students.

is working with the Pacers on this
fun opportunity to take in a game
and raise money for our schools.
We have a link for more information below. I hope you can join
us!

Dr. Rich Arkanoff addresses
the CG100.

ISSMA - REGIONALS
MARCHING BAND
COMPETITION
Saturday, October 18
CGHS Skillman Football Stadium
CGES FALL FESTIVAL
Saturday, October 25
Stones Crossing Garden Center
“RISE ABOVE THE MARK”
SCREENING
Monday, October 27
7:00 p.m.
CGHS Auditorium

CG100 members take the
online survey.

"What we now have is a robust set of data from which we can determine
what the community sees as the priorities for the school corporation
moving forward," said Dr. Jack Parker, assistant director of curriculum
and special education. "We will break down all of these numbers in the
coming weeks and then present them to our Strategic Planning
Committee at the end of the month. The committee will use the
information to build out the first draft of goals, which the CG100 will get
a chance to see and review in January."
(CG100-Continued on page 4)

COFFEE CHAT WITH THE
SUPERINTENDENT
Thursday, October 30
7:30 a.m.-8:30 a.m.
Starbucks, 311 S. S.R. 135
CGHS CRAFT FAIR
Saturday, November 1
8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Center Grove High School
(Events-Continued on page 3)
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middle schools, Central and North. Pleasant Grove also received renovation to its administrative offices.

NORTH GROVE ELEMENTARY

(Events-Cont’d. from page 2)

CGCSC BOARD OF SCHOOL
TRUSTEES MEETING
Thursday, November 20
7:00 p.m.
Education Service Center

CGHS FALL MUSICAL
Friday, November 21 & Saturday
November 22
7:30 p.m.
Sunday, November 23
2:30 p.m.

Construction is almost complete on the walls that form
North Grove Elementary' s new gymnasium.

Renovations continue at North Grove, Center Grove
Elementary
During phase two of the project, facilities updates are underway at North
Grove Elementary (NGES) and Center Grove Elementary (CGES) to
address major educational effectiveness and capacity issues. Both
schools will see new gymnasiums built on the outside of their buildings,
which will allow for improved security during after-school events, and increased space in their cafeterias. Right now, the cafeteria and gyms
share space in the center of the schools. Phase two is expected to be
complete in September of 2015.

UPCOMING MILESTONES
July 28, 2014-October 10, 2014
Center Grove Elementary
North Grove Elementary
Areas of focus during this phase:
Areas of focus during this phase:
 Start renovation of classrooms*,  Start renovation of class2 at a time (2 weeks each)
rooms**, 4 at a time (2 weeks
*During construction, classes will
each)
relocate into temporary class**During construction, classes
rooms in gymnasium.
will relocate into temporary
classrooms previously occupied
 Construction of new corridor and
by art, music, computer lab,
bathrooms on north side
and speech. Those teachers
 Continue work on expansion of
will utilize carts.
office area on west side
 Continue construction of two
 Continue work on new gym
Kindergarten classrooms
 Continue work on new gym
You can learn more about the CGES and NGES project at
www.centergrove.k12.in.us/construction.

Bids approved for Center Grove High School project
Phase three of the project will bring updates to Center Grove High
School. That project includes the relocation of the main offices to the
front of the building where they will connect to a secure entrance,
renovation of the Media Center and science labs, upgrades to finishes,
and ADA restroom upgrades throughout the building. Bids for Phase 3
were awarded earlier this month and approved by the school board. The
CGHS project is expected to be complete in December of 2016.
All phases of this project are fully funded without increasing tax rates for
White River Township residents.

For CGHS athletic events go to
www.centergrove.k12.in.us/
CGHSAthletics

Grove Gazette | Fall 2014 | Page 4

Center Grove High School auditorium receives light and
sound systems upgrades
CGHS AUDITORIUM
Center Grove High School's
auditorium received upgrades to
its sound system, house and stage
light controls, audio-visual
system, and a new control booth
during renovations over the
summer break.
The new E.T.C. lighting system
replaces a system that was based
on 30-year old technology. It
brings the auditorium up to
current lighting standards.

Superintendent Rich Arkanoff
plans two more "Coffee Chat"
events this year to meet with
community members and parents.
Thursday, Oct. 30
7:30-8:30 a.m.

Starbucks

311 S. S.R. 135, Greenwood

Tuesday, Dec. 16
7:30-8:30 a.m.
New control booth

McDonalds

2556 S. S.R. 135, Greenwood

These casual, no-host, events are
designed to give parents and
community members an opportunity to drop-in to meet Superintendent Rich Arkanoff, learn more
about the important activities
going on in the corporation, and
ask any questions they may
have.

A new house audio system,
including a new public address
system, and new projectors were
also installed over the summer.
A new audio-visual system allows
the control booth to digitally route
images, video, and sound to
projectors and speakers. The
previous system had limited
routing capabilities, all of which
had to be routed manually. The
new system is user-friendly and
allows set-ups to be preprogrammed for easy recall.
Additional upgrades are also
planned. Expect more information
to come on the next phase of this project.

Superintendent Arkanoff to
host Coffee Chats

More coffee chats will be
scheduled. Go to
www.centergrove.k12.in.us/
CoffeeChat for more information.
New auto-mix system

Attention CGHS graduates!
The Center Grove Education
Foundation will honor the CGHS classes
of 1965, 1990, and 2005 during the
2015 Gala for the Grove. These alumni
are also eligible for discount reservations. This year's Gala will be held on Saturday, February 28, 2015 at 6:00
p.m. at the Indiana Roof Ballroom in downtown Indianapolis. Tickets are
available online at www.CenterGroveFoundation.org.
(Ehresman-Cont’d. from page 1)

Township schools. Ehresman and his wife, Summer, have three
daughters.
The Indiana Teacher of the Year is chosen by a selection committee
made up of former Teachers of the Year. Every school district in Indiana
may nominate a candidate.
(CG100-Cont’d. from page 2)

"We were hoping for at least 100 people who would come out and give
us their honest feedback," said Dr. Rich Arkanoff, superintendent.
“Seeing all of the faces in the audience was just wonderful. It's a testament to the great community support we see every day and the commitment our parents and other community members have to our school
corporation."

Center Grove to host "Rise
Above the Mark"
Center Grove will host a screening
of the film "Rise Above the Mark"
on Monday, October 27, 2014 at
7:00 p.m. in the Center Grove
High School auditorium.
The documentary tells the story of
what happens when politics enters
the classroom. The film focuses
on Indiana's struggles with public
school reforms-the same types of
struggles experienced in schools
throughout the United States.
Experts Diane Ravitch, Linda Darling-Hammond, Pasi Sahlberg and
others discuss how America can
make positive changes to provide
an exceptional public school system for all children.
You can learn more at
www.RiseAboveTheMark.com.
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Cammey Rich, Caitlin Richmond, Madison Rathsman,
and Andrea Rayner bake treats for residents at The
Hearth at Stones Crossing.

Students clear a walking path at
Southland Community Church.

CGHS juniors help community during annual Day of Caring
Nearly 550 juniors from Center Grove High School fanned out across the south side community for the annual
Center Grove "Day of Caring". Students spent the day cleaning, doing yard work, painting, and even baking
cookies at nearly four dozen businesses, churches, and other locations in Johnson County and the south side of
Indianapolis.
"The students are helping us clear the walking path around our property," said Greg Jones, pastor of student
ministries at Southland Community Church in Greenwood. "We have someone who mows for us, but that's
about it. Having the students get this done is just a huge blessing for us."
"The Day of Caring is something we look forward to each year," said Doug Bird, Center Grove High School
principal. "This day helps our students see what kind of an impact they can have on their community just by
rolling up their sleeves for a few hours. The lesson of the importance of community involvement is much more
meaningful when it's learned outside the walls of the high school."
The United Way of Johnson County partners with Center Grove High School to organize all of the outreach
projects.

Get Involved
You can find
more information about
activities,
events, and
links to our
school websites on our Center
Grove Community School
Corporation website at
www.centergrove.k12.in.us.
Zack Hahn's STaR class made 28 jump ropes.

CGHS freshmen, sophomores make, donate jump ropes
While CGHS juniors worked throughout the community for their Day of
Caring on September 9, 2014, freshmen and sophomores got to work
making jump ropes.
The students made approximately 610 jump ropes out of recycled plastic
bags. The jump ropes were donated to local agencies that serve children,
including the local Boys & Girls Club, and agencies in third world countries. Each classroom chose which organization received their jump
ropes.

Join Our Email List
To sign up for the
emailed version of
this newsletter, scan
the QR code or go to
www.centergrove.k12.in.us/
CGNewsletter for a link to sign up.
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CGHS Marching Band preparing for Macy's
The Center Grove High School Marching Band is just two months away from their November 27, 2014 appearance in the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade in New York City. The band has pushed its fundraising into high
gear to help students afford the opportunity to participate in this experience.
"This is truly a once in a lifetime opportunity
that we are blessed to have," said Kevin
Schuessler, Center Grove director of bands.
"We want to do everything we can to help these
students raise enough money to get there."
The band's parent organization is conducting a
"Road to Macy's" Car Raffle. Each ticket qualifies
the holder to win a new car valued up to
$30,000 MSRP and hundreds of dollars in cash
prizes. All proceeds will benefit the more than
150 students who will be marching in the
parade. Tickets are available for $40 each or 3
for $100 by filling out an order form found on
the Center Grove Bands website at
centergroveband.com or by contacting the
Center Grove Band Boosters Vice President of
CGHS Marching Band performs at BOA
Fundraising, Lisa Kimbro at
Regionals on Sept. 20, 2014.
atlaburch99@yahoo.com. The drawing will take
place at the conclusion of the Cavalcade of Champions marching band contest held at Center Grove High School
on October 11. A maximum of 4,000 tickets will be sold. The event is made possible with the support of Ray
Skillman GMC Buick.
The band will compete on the national level at Bands of America Regionals and Grand National events in addition to the Indiana State School Music Association State events. The performance in the Macy's Thanksgiving
Day Parade in New York City will conclude their 2014 marching band season.

Sugar Grove students learn about CGPD
K9 Duxo
Second grade students at Sugar Grove Elementary
got to learn about the Center Grove Police
Department’s (CGPD) K9, Duxo, from Officer Evan
Preston as part of their lesson on service dogs.
The classes are reading "Tara and Tiree, Fearless
Friends" by Andrew Clements and "Officer Buckle
& Gloria" by Peggy Rathman. The students were
able to ask Officer Preston questions, look inside
his police car, and watch Duxo run and conduct a
search for a "lost" set of keys.

CGPD Officer Evan Preston and Duxo

