SPRING 2015

Celebrating Achievements
Center Grove selects 2014-2015 Teachers of the Year
Center Grove Community School Corporation (CGCSC) is proud to
announce the Teachers of the Year for the 2014-2015 school year. Each
teacher was recognized as making an extraordinary impact among
students and colleagues in his/her building:

2014-2015
Center Grove
Teachers
of the Year

From the Superintendent

Dr. Rich Arkanoff

Joe Lamb

Jeanne Schwartz

Center Grove H.S.
Science

Center Grove M.S. Central
7th Grade

Barb Johnson

Kim King

Barbara Dunn

Center Grove M.S. North
Aware (P.E.)

Center Grove E.S.
1st Grade

Maple Grove E.S.
3rd Grade

Linda Snyder

Barbara Sylvester

Doug Wooton

North Grove E.S.
Kindergarten

Pleasant Grove E.S.
4th Grade

Sugar Grove E.S.
5th Grade

(Teachers-Continued on page 3)

Dear Community Members,
Thank you for taking the time to
learn about the things happening
in Center Grove schools. In this
spring edition of the Grove
Gazette, we are proud to share the
list of Teachers of the Year for
each of our Center Grove schools.
We will also tell you about several
educators who've received
prestigious awards and grants this
year. We are very fortunate to
have such talented staff in our
schools.
We'll share our plan to realign our
elementary and middle school
boundaries next school year. This
will shift some students north
where our enrollment is declining
to free up space to the south
where our enrollment has been
growing quickly. We'll also have an
update on the construction project
underway at Center Grove High
School.
You'll also find updates on the
school funding legislation being
considered and much more in this
(Superintendent-Continued on page 2)
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Center Grove teacher named I.U.
Armstrong Teacher Educator
Center Grove Middle School Central 8th grade
social studies teacher Matt Ehresman was
named an Indiana University Armstrong
Teacher Educator for 2015-2016. Armstrong
Teacher Educators take an active role in
shaping the next generation of teachers.

Matt Ehresman

The Armstrong Teacher Educator Award is
more than a "teacher of the year" award. In
addition to recognizing educator excellence,
the award provides funding so that winning
teachers can pursue their own professional
development projects in Bloomington or at
their home schools.

Two Center Grove educators receive Lilly Creativity Grants
The Lilly Endowment has awarded $10,000 grants to Center Grove
Middle School Central principal Nora Hoover and Center Grove
Elementary fourth grade teacher Stephen Blackburn. They were
chosen from a pool of 500 teachers, principals, guidance counselors, and
school media specialists from around the state.
Messages Whispered in the Wind:
What the Tree Told the Teacher

(Superintendent-Cont’d. from page 1)

issue. I encourage any of you who
are White River Township residents
to mark May 11th on your
calendars. We will be holding a
community forum to discuss the
corporation's long-range building
plan. You can read more below.
For those of you headed off on a
spring break, I wish you safe
travels!
Sincerely,

Dr. Rich Arkanoff
Superintendent

Upcoming Events
MARCH
21 Spring Break
Apr. 5 No school

APRIL
9

McDonalds (Marlin Dr.)
7:30-9:30 a.m.

Nora Hoover

Nora Hoover plans to use her grant to find
inspiration from trees that have survived a
range of circumstances, including lightning,
time, adverse weather and growing conditions;
and create a book of reflections and photographs illustrating the lessons learned from
trees.

10

MSN Spring Play
"Beauty & the Beast"
MSN Trojan Gym
7:00 p.m.

11

MSN Spring Play
"Beauty & the Beast"
MSN Trojan Gym
5:00 p.m.

14

Kindergarten
Registration
All elementary schools
6:00-7:00 p.m.

Predators on the Prowl
Stephen Blackburn

Stephen Blackburn plans to use his grant to
study large predators across North America
and South Africa, including wolves, grizzly
bears, lions, and hippos; dive with great white
sharks; and start an environmental club at
school.

Coffee Chat

16-18 2015 Festival of the Arts
CGHS-Hall of Excellence
9:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.

17-18 CGHS Spring Play
"The Curious Savage"
CGHS Auditorium
7:30 p.m.

19

CGHS Spring Play
"The Curious Savage"
CGHS Auditorium
2:30 p.m.

The Teacher Creativity Fellowship Program encourages educators to tend
to their own intellectual, emotional, and physical well-being so that they
are better able to engage and challenge their students.

19

The program awards 100 grants each year to support educators' summer
projects of personally and professionally fulfilling activities. Since the
program began in 1987, more than 2,700 Indiana educators have
received grants.

23

2015 Festival of the Arts
CGHS-Hall of Excellence
1:00-5:00 p.m.

CGCSC Board Mtg.
7:00 p.m.
Ed. Service Center
(Calendar-Continued on page 3)
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The teachers in each building select their Teacher of the Year. The
overall district Teacher of the Year will be chosen by an outside
university committee.
The CGCSC Teacher of the Year will be announced at the Teacher
Celebration Night in the Center Grove High School Auditorium on
Tuesday, April 28, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. Each building nominee will receive
special recognition from his/her building principal, along with a crystal
apple award.

(Calendar-Cont’d. from page 2)
26

25th Anniversary of
Pleasant Grove
Elementary
PGES Gym
2:00 p.m.

MAY
14

CGHS Choirs
Spring Spectacular
CGHS Auditorium
7:00 p.m.

19

CGHS Spring Band Concert
CGHS Auditorium
7:30 p.m.

25

Memorial Day
No school

29

Last Day of School

30

CGHS Graduation
CGHS Vandermeer Gymnasium
4:00 p.m.

For CGHS athletic events go to
www.centergrove.k12.in.us/
CGHSAthletics

Get Involved
Center Grove teacher selected for NASA Educator Program
Center Grove Middle School North 8th grade
science teacher Jeff Peterson is among 28
educators selected by NASA to participate in its
Stratospheric Observatory for Infrared
Astronomy (SOFIA) program.
The flying observatory is built in a highly
modified Boeing 747SP jetliner (pictured above)
and carries a 100-inch effective diameter
telescope. It is fitted with instruments that
collect data at infrared wavelengths. SOFIA flies
at altitudes between 39,000 and 45,000 feet on
10-hour overnight science missions.
Jeff Peterson
"I think the part that excites me the most is to
observe the teamwork and collaboration that is involved in the SOFIA
missions," said Peterson. "The program is an international collaboration
involving groups of researchers from around the world and I will be
allowed to join in to fly on one of the missions. I will be able to witness
the observation of celestial events that no human has ever seen. While I
have flown before, the SOFIA 747SP is able to go higher into the
stratosphere than a commercial flight. That is going to be cool!"

Educators will be paired into two-person teams. Each team will complete
a graduate credit astronomy course and then will be paired with a team
of professional astronomers conducting science flights aboard SOFIA.
After their flight experiences, ambassadors take what they've learned
from the program into their classroom and communities to relate the
scientific discovery process and its value to society.
Peterson's flight has not yet been scheduled, but is expected to fall
between May and September of this year.

You can
find more
information
about
activities,
events, and
links to our
school
websites on our Center Grove
Community School Corporation
website at
www.centergrove.k12.in.us.
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NSBA honors Center Grove for INSPIRE program
Center Grove schools received a
Magna Award Honorable Mention
from the National School Boards
Association (NSBA) in recognition of
its work on the creation and
development of the INSPIRE
program at the NSBA annual
conference in Nashville, Tennessee.
Kathy Stricker, director of special education, along with other Center
Grove educators and board members presented a session on the
program at the conference, which was held March 21-23, 2015.
The Magna Awards honor exceptional school programs that improve the
lives of students and their communities. The INSPIRE program is
available to students at Center Grove High School and other Johnson
County schools. The program helps transition 18 to 22 year old students
with intellectual disabilities into the workforce.
"INSPIRE has changed the student climate at Franklin College, as well as
provided hope for Center Grove students and families with special needs
students who are looking for employment following high school," said
Kathy Stricker, director of special education. "I am proud to have been a
part of the creation of this program and look forward to sharing it with
others at the NSBA conference."

Superintendent Arkanoff to
host Coffee Chats
Superintendent Rich
Arkanoff plans more
"Coffee Chat" events to
meet with community
members and parents.
The next chat will be
on Wednesday, April
9 from 7:30-9:30 a.m. at the
McDonalds at 121 Marlin Drive.
These casual, no-host, events are
an opportunity to drop-in to meet
Superintendent Rich Arkanoff,
learn more about the important
activities going on in the
corporation, and ask any
questions you may have.

"As a former special education teacher, this program is a dream," said
Dr. Rich Arkanoff, superintendent. "I'm thrilled that the hard work of so
many staff members, parents, and community members led to this
collaboration with Franklin College and these opportunities for our
students."

Center Grove High School musician
participates in ISO concert
Center Grove High School student and violinist
Lisa Kim was chosen to perform with the
Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra (ISO) as
part of their Side-by-Side concert on March 4,
2015 at the Hilbert Circle Theatre in downtown
Indianapolis.
The program featured high school students
from all over the state. The students are
auditioned and coached by members of the
symphony. They then perform a concert
featuring the 100+ piece orchestra of students
and professionals.

Connect with Us

Lisa Kim

Center Grove senior to participate in
Three-Point Championship during Final
Four Weekend
Center Grove High School senior Jessica Norris
won a national voting contest to make it to the
American Family Insurance High School ThreePoint Championship.

Jessica Norris

The championship event will be held on April 1,
2015 at Lucas Oil Stadium and will feature
some of the best high school dunkers and three
-point shooters in the country. The event will be
aired on CBS during Final Four Weekend.

Facebook.com/
CGSchools

@Center_Grove

Join Our Email List
To sign up for the
emailed version of this
newsletter, scan the
QR code or go to
www.centergrove.k12.in.us/
CGNewsletter for a link to sign up.

Grove Gazette | Spring 2015 | Page 5

In Our Schools
Center Grove to update school boundaries for 2015-2016 school year
Center Grove will update the boundaries of
elementary and middle schools in the district
for the start of the 2015-2016 school year to
accommodate growth in the southern half of
the school district. The last time enrollment
was balanced was following the 2009-2010
school year.

Elementary Enrollment 2010-2014

Since the 2009-2010 school year, enrollment at
Maple Grove Elementary has increased by
14 percent, while enrollment at both Pleasant
Grove Elementary and Sugar Grove Elementary
has decreased by just over 12 percent. Overall,
enrollment in the district has remained steady.
The difference in enrollment between Middle
School Central and Middle School North in
2009-2010 was just 17 students. By the start
of the 2014-2015 school year, the difference
grew to almost 100 students. Overall,
enrollment in the district has remained steady.

Middle School Enrollment 2010-2014

Center Grove conducted two informational
meetings and collected input from parents via
emails and phone calls. That feedback was used
to revise the proposal twice before a final
version was presented to the Board of School
Trustees. The board voted March 19, 2015 to
approve the plan. It moves 556 or 16 percent
of elementary students and 183 or 10 percent
of middle school students.
A letter will be mailed to students who will
attend a different school next year. Principals
are working on transition plans for those
students that include opportunities for both the students and their families to get to know their new schools.
You can see the new boundaries, view presentations and other data, and read a list of Frequently Asked
Questions, including dates for grandfather requests and transfer applications at www.centergrove.k12.in.us/
enrollmentmanagement.

Center Grove middle school students launch
near space balloon
150 Center Grove Middle School North eighth grade
science students braved the bitter cold on March 5, 2015
to launch a weather balloon carrying an Eagle Pro Near
Space Kit they built. The kit included a GPS tracking
device and two GoPro cameras. Once the balloon was in
the air, the students were able to track its location all the
way to Akron, Ohio.
The students expected their "near space" craft to soar
into the stratosphere about 20 miles above the Earth,
thanks to the helium in the weather balloon. The balloon
was designed to eventually pop, prompting a parachute
to deploy and guide the payload safely to the ground.
"I never expected the balloon would travel as far as
Akron, Ohio but that is exactly what it did," said teacher
Students observe as the balloon is launched.

(Balloon—Continued on page 7)
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Teachers John Frank and Chris Blackburn, Principal Doug Bird, and Assistant
Principal Sandy Hillman pose with the SAYA students and their chaperone.

One of the SAYA students performs a
traditional Chinese dance.

Center Grove High School hosts students from China
Students and staff at Center Grove High School (CGHS) experienced an infusion of culture from the Far East the
week of February 9, 2015. Ten students and their chaperone from Yangzhou, China spent much of the week of
attending classes and visiting with their host families.
The group is part of the SinoAmerican Youth Ambassadors (SAYA) program. They were scheduled to arrive late
Saturday night, February 7. But a medical emergency on their flight from Shanghai, China to Chicago, Illinois
prompted their plane to divert to Anchorage, Alaska. The detour and ensuing flight delays pushed their arrival
in Center Grove back to late Tuesday morning.
The SAYA students attended classes each day with either their host student or another student assigned to
them for the day. On Wednesday, they put on a presentation for CGHS teachers and staff after school. The
students performed traditional Chinese dances, shared photos and history about their hometown, demonstrated
Chinese painting, and sang. They then answered questions from the staff.
Later that week, the SAYA students and their host families were treated to a reception with the school board
and other invited guests. Each of the Chinese students was presented with a certificate to commemorate his/
her experience. The students left Indianapolis on Saturday, February 14 for the east coast where they spent
time in Washington DC, Boston, and New York before returning home.

Update: Construction Projects
Center Grove High School construction underway
Renovations underway at Center Grove High School are hard
to miss. Visitors are greeted with plywood from floor ceiling
just a few steps inside the main entrance to the building.
The former english department hallway is walled off while
it’s being transformed into the high school's new
administrative offices. Once complete, the offices will be
adjacent to the current main entrance, which will be
equipped with a secure entry door system. In the current
layout, visitors have to navigate down a hallway to get to
the main office where they're asked to check in. The new
administrative offices are expected to be ready for move-in
by the end of the school year.
Once the principal and his staff, guidance counselors, health
clinic, and other support staff move into the new offices,
(Construction—Continued on page 8)

New office entrance
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In Our Community

(Balloon—Cont’d. from page 5)

Thorguard lightning detection system at Middle School North.

Center Grove installs lightning detection systems
As Severe Weather Awareness week end, Center Grove is prepared for
the spring storms that will soon pop up. The school district installed two
“Thorguard" lightning detection systems over the winter, one at Center
Grove High School and a second at Center Grove Middle School North.
Each of the Thorguard systems includes a sensor
that scans a 2.5 mile radius in the sky for the
potential to produce lightning. If a lightning
threat is detected, a strobe flashes and an air
horn sounds. The tone is 113 decibels and
sounds for 15 seconds. The strobes continue to
flash until the threat has dropped below the
danger threshold for five minutes. At that time,
the horn will sound again to give the “all clear”.
The system installed at Center Grove High School
will cover the entire main campus located along
Stones Crossing Road, including the high school
sports fields, Middle School Central's campus,
Thorguard system
Center Grove Elementary, Bright Beginnings Early Learning Academy, Center Grove Alternative Academy, and the Professional Resource and Education Service Centers. A second system at Middle School North will cover that campus, along with Pleasant Grove Elementary and Sugar Grove Elementary. The
buildings not covered by those systems, North Grove Elementary, Maple
Grove Elementary, and the Transportation/Operations Center will receive
message alerts directly from Thorguard.
"All of our schools have emergency procedures they follow for severe
weather," said Dr. Bill Long, assistant superintendent. "But we all know
how quickly lightning can strike, even when the skies may not look that
bad. This gives us peace of mind that we're doing everything we can to
protect our students, staff, and our community when they're on our
campuses."
The Thorguard systems went online for Center Grove on March 1, 2015.

Teacher Jeff Peterson holds the
weather balloon before launch.

Jeff Peterson. "The kids were able
to calculate the balloon was
traveling near 120 miles per hour
once it hit the jet stream. Pretty
cool stuff." Peterson hasn't
recovered the balloon yet. He says
it's snagged high up in a tree and
he's working to call in a tree service
to help get it down.
Peterson got the idea for the
project from a TedX Talk. He
thought it would be a great way to
teach kids about both the layers of
the Earth's atmosphere and
weather, which are part of the 8th
grade standards.
"We can use the data collected to
verify many of the concepts we
have learned about in the
classroom," said Peterson. "It has
also given kids an opportunity to
learn about weather systems, air
pressure systems, fronts, density
and other STEM-related topics."
Peterson is looking for other
projects to add, but plans to make
this one an annual tradition. "I
imagine it will become something
kids remember for many years to
come," he said.
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Community
Forum: What's
next for Center
Grove Schools
Center Grove plans
a community forum
on May 11, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. in
the Center Grove High School
auditorium. This forum will include
a look at the long-range building
plan for Center Grove Schools and
give the community an opportunity
to provide input on what building
needs are yet to be met for our
students.

New administrative offices

demolition will begin on their current space which occupies the center of
the main floor of the high school from the media center to the cafeteria.
That space will be transformed into a commons area that connects the
media center and the cafeteria.
Over spring break, the athletic department is scheduled to move into their
newly renovated offices near the West Gym. This will allow workers to
begin renovating their old office space. This summer, a secure entrance
will be installed at the Hall of Excellence entrance on the east side of the
school. Crews will also renovate science labs and make additional
upgrades on the auditorium.
You can see photos and updates on the Center Grove High School
renovations, as well as the projects underway at Center Grove Elementary
and North Grove Elementary online at our Safety, Security, & Stewardship
project webpage at www.centergrove.k12.in.us/construction.
All phases of this $42 million project are fully funded without increasing
tax rates for White River Township residents.

School Funding debate continues in the legislature
Center Grove is closely watching the school funding
debate underway in the Indiana General Assembly.
During this 2015 session, legislators will adopt a new
budget. Part of that budget will determine funding for
public schools for the next two years. Currently, Center
Grove ranks 12th from the bottom for the amount of
funding it receives from the state.
Center Grove's Board of School Trustees passed a resolution in support of
a group called the "Fix-It Coalition". This group is made up of the schools
around Indiana who receive the lowest amount of state funding. The
Fix-It Coalition is advocating a recalibration of the state's school funding
formula that would serve Center Grove students on par with other
Indiana school children without the necessity of a "pay-twice or perish"
system that forces a choice between increasing class sizes and losing
programs or double taxation through a General Fund referendum.
If you are interested in helping the coalition, you can learn more at
www.indianaschoolfunding.org.

Center Grove is in the midst of the
$42 million Safety, Security, and
Stewardship project, which will take
care of the safety and security
issues facing several schools. The
project will also provide much
needed renovation of classrooms in
Center Grove Elementary, North
Grove Elementary, and Center
Grove High School. In January,
Center Grove opened its new
Technology Center and employee
child care and preschool, Bright
Beginnings Early Learning
Academy. The addition of Bright
Beginnings completes the
transformation of the former Maple
Grove Elementary building into the
Professional Resource Center. The
next projects slated to begin this
year include renovation of Pleasant
Grove Elementary's classrooms and
gymnasium and the renovation of
the former district maintenance
building into a STEM Lab, which will
be utilized by students in all grades
K-12 and Center Grove's robotics
clubs.
All of these projects have been
planned and executed without
increasing the tax rate for White
River Township residents. This is a
credit to long-range planning and
vision by the administration and the
Board of the School Trustees. At
the May 11th forum, administrators
will provide information on future
building plans such as when and
where the next elementary school
is needed and discuss future
building needs in the corporation.
All White River Township residents
are welcome to attend.

