SUMMER 2015

Celebrating Achievements

From the Superintendent

Dr. Rich Arkanoff

Dear Community Members,

The CGHS Class of 2015 turns their tassels during the graduation ceremony.

Center Grove High School graduates earn $4.5 million in
college scholarships
Center Grove High School (CGHS) graduated 560 students on Saturday,
May 30, 2015. The students donned bright red caps and gowns as they
filled the floor of the high school's Vandermeer Gymnasium.
(Graduates—Continued on page 4)

Kim King named
Center Grove
Teacher of the
Year
Center Grove
Elementary School
first grade teacher
Kim King received
the 2014-15 Center
Grove Community
School Corporation
Teacher of the Year
award on Tuesday,
April 28, 2015. The
top honor was
announced at
Dr. Rich Arkanoff, superintendent, Kim King, and Bruce
Center Grove’s
Haddix, Center Grove Elementary principal
2015 Teacher
Celebration held in the Center Grove High School Performing Arts Center.
(King—Continued on page 4)

Thank you for taking a moment to
read about the accomplishments
and exciting things underway in
Center Grove schools. In this
edition of the Grove Gazette, we
are excited to share a few of the
many successes of our 2015 class.
You can learn more about Shannon
Carroll-Frey who will take over
leadership of Center Grove
Elementary this month. We are
also excited to share our district's
new vision and mission
statements, which were developed
by our Strategic Planning
Committee. We also have updates
on our ongoing construction
projects. If you haven't taken the
time to learn about the work
underway on our long-term plan
for facilities, we encourage you to
read more and check out our
website for links to a project
timeline and an opportunity to
provide feedback.
I hope you're having a safe and
enjoyable summer!
Sincerely,

Dr. Rich Arkanoff
Superintendent
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CGHS Early College seniors honored for graduating with
college degrees, certificates
Center Grove High School (CGHS) recognized 42 seniors on May 21,
2015 who received college degrees or certificates through the school's
Early College (EC) program. The EC program allows students to take
courses that earn credit toward both high school and college at the
same time.
The following 26 EC
seniors received an
associate degree in
General Studies from
Vincennes University,
along with their high
school diploma: Aria
Baird, Matthew Baseley,
Elizabeth Bennett,
Michelle Bennett,
Samantha Carroll, Grant
Claridge, Adam Cullers,
Center Grove High School Principal Doug Bird
Gavin Everett, Rachel
addresses the Early College graduates
Eyrich, Abigail Ferrell,
as Vincennes University President
Kristabel Gichina, Jacob
Dr. Richard Helton and others look on.
(Max) Glogoza, Makayla
Haas, Rebecca Hendricks, Nicole Hernandez, Rachel Johnson, Megan
Kelly, Austin Kent, Austin Mengle, Sarah Miller, Chloe Spenny, Connor
Spenny, Tyler Spenny, Abigail Spradlin, Austin Teike, and Ryan Walker.
Sixteen other students received a 30-hour General Education Core
Certificate, which means they have met all requirements for general
education courses at all state universities in Indiana. Another 54 earned
between 3 and 45 credits for a total of 3,820 college credit hours
earned by EC seniors.

Upcoming Events
JULY
16

CGCSC Board Mtg.
7:00 p.m.
Ed. Service Center

21

Grade 9 Orientation
CGHS
8:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Grade 9 Early College Student
Mtg.
CGHS
12:30-2:30 p.m.

27

Grades K-5 Registration
All elementary schools
1:00-4:00 p.m.
5:00-7:00 p.m.

28

Grades 6, 7, 8 Schedule
Pick-up
MSC & MSN
9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
1:00-4:00 p.m.
5:00-7:00 p.m.

29

Center Grove
Mathematics
Pentathletes shine in
competitions
Congratulations to all of
the Center Grove
Mathematics Pentathletes!
Sixty-five kindergarten
through third grade
students from Maple Grove
and Sugar Grove
participated in the
competitions.

30

The kindergarten and first
grade teams competed at
Southport High School on
April 25, 2015. Second and third grade students competed May 2, 2015
at Avon Middle School South.
Maple Grove teacher Allison Smiley and her
math pentathlon team

Sugar Grove brought home nine honorable mentions, four bronze
awards, four silver awards, and one gold award.
Maple Grove received six honorable mentions, three bronze awards, four
silver awards, and one gold award. Maple Grove kindergarten student
Will Cuskaden, son of third grade teacher Tami Cuskaden, earned a gold
medal in all five categories, which earned him the Hall of Fame award.

31

Grade 9 Registration
CGHS
5:00-8:00 p.m.
Grade 6, 7, 8 New Student Mtg.
MSC & MSN
7:00 p.m.
Grade 10, 11 & 12
Registration
CGHS
3:00-7:00 p.m.
Grade 4 Meet the Teacher
Night
CGES
6:00-7:00 p.m.
Kindergarten Meet the
Teacher Night, Orientation
SGES
6:30-7:30 p.m.
Grade 10, 11 & 12
Registration
CGHS
10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Meet the Teacher Night
CGES (Grade 2)
5:30-6:30 p.m.
CGES (Grade 1)
5:30-7:00 p.m.
CGES (Grades K, 3)
5:30-7:00 p.m.
NGES (Grades K-5)
5:30-7:30 p.m.
PGES (K-5)
6:00-8:30 p.m.
Grades 1-5 New Family
Orientation
SGES
6:30 p.m.
(Calendar-Continued on page 3)
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Shannon Carroll-Frey to lead Center Grove Elementary
Mrs. Shannon Carroll-Frey will take over the
leadership of Center Grove Elementary
School (CGES) from retiring Principal Bruce
Haddix this month. She was most recently
the principal of Arlington Heights Elementary
in Monroe County.
"We are excited that Mrs. Carroll-Frey will be
bringing her knowledge and experience to
Center Grove Elementary," said Dr. Rich
Arkanoff, superintendent. "Finding the right
person to lead CGES was a very long and
thorough process. Mrs. Carroll-Frey has a
true passion for children, and we are
confident she will be a strong and
collaborative addition to our administrative
team."

(Calendar-Cont’d. from page 2)
31

3

Shannon Carroll-Frey

"Center Grove Elementary has a long tradition of high-achieving
academics and a solid partnership between the teachers, staff, and
parents," said Carroll-Frey. "I look forward to leading this team and
becoming a part of the Center Grove family, and I will do my absolute
best to carry on the legacy of loving kids and making CGES a great place
to learn."
Mrs. Carroll-Frey has worked in education for 23 years, including
experience as an administrator at the elementary, middle, and high
school levels. She has served as the principal of Arlington Elementary
since 2011, following 10 years as assistant principal at Jackson Creek
Middle School, also in Monroe County. Before moving to Monroe County,
she was the academic assistant principal at Brebeuf Jesuit Preparatory
School in Indianapolis. She started her career as a science teacher at
East Middle School in Martinsville before moving to Fall Creek Valley
Middle School in Lawrence Township.
Mrs. Carroll-Frey holds a bachelor's degree in elementary education/
general science and a master's degree in education administration, both
from Butler University. She, her husband, and two children are looking
forward to moving to the Center Grove area.
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JULY
Meet the Teacher Night
SGES (Grades 1-5)
7:00-8:30 p.m.
AUGUST
Staff Development Day
No students
Grades K-5 Meet the Teacher
Night
MGES
6:00-7:00 p.m.
Grade 9 Fro-Yo Night
CGHS
6:00-8:00 p.m.
Grades 7, 8 Back to School
Night
MSN
6:30 p.m.
First Student Day
All schools
Grades 6, 7, 8 Meet the
Teacher Night
MSC
6:00 p.m.
Grade 6 Back to School Night
MSN
6:30 p.m.
Grades 9-12 Meet the
Teacher Night
CGHS
6:00-8:55 p.m.
CGCSC Board Mtg.
7:00 p.m.
Ed. Service Center
SEPTEMBER
Grades 9-12 Parent/Teacher
Conferences
CGHS
4:00-7:45 p.m.
Labor Day
No school

In Our Schools

Get Involved

Center Grove adopts new vision, mission statements

You can find information about
activities, events, and links to our
school websites at
www.centergrove.k12.in.us.

The Center Grove Board of School Trustees has approved revised vision
and mission statements for the school district.

VISION

MISSION

All students receive
an exceptional educational
experience.

We develop knowledgeable,
confident and responsible citizens
through inspirational and innovative
learning opportunities.

Connect with Us
/CGSchools

@Center_Grove

Join Our Email List
The revisions were recommended by the Strategic Planning Committee
(SP2.0), which is made up of Center Grove community members,
parents, teachers, staff, and administrators. The committee assigned a
sub-group to carefully review the current vision and mission statements.
This group was tasked to review the draft belief statements designed by
the SP2.0 committee and to review and revise the vision and mission
(Vision-Continued on page 4)

To sign up for the
emailed version of this
newsletter, scan the
QR code or go to
www.centergrove.k12.in.us/
CGNewsletter for a link to sign up.
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"This is an
outstanding
senior class," said
Doug Bird, principal.
"We are very pleased
that many of our
students plan to
continue their
educations at
colleges, universities,
and technical schools
next year. They've
also earned
approximately
$4.5 million in
Kaveet Pandya
scholarships to help
pay for those educations, which is very impressive."

CGHS Marching Band performs at
Semi-State, October 2014

Center Grove High School
Band receives ISSMA
All-Music award
Julie Simon

Kaveet Pandya is the 2015 CGHS HS valedictorian with a Grade Point
Average (GPA) of 4.839. He plans to study pre-medicine at Indiana
University where he has been named a Wells Scholar, which includes a
full scholarship. The 2015 CGHS salutatorian is Julie Simon who finished
with a GPA of 4.726. She plans to study chemistry at Indiana University.
Among the graduates, 233 received Core 40 with Academic Honors
diplomas. To qualify for this diploma, students must meet additional
requirements beyond the state mandates for a Core 40 diploma,
including a GPA of a B or better, along with additional math, world
language, and fine arts credits.
Fifty-eight students received recognition for their membership in the
National Honor Society. Students are selected by the Faculty Council on
the basis of scholarship, leadership, character, and service.
In addition to Pandya and Simon, the Top 20 Students in the Class of
2015 included: Conner Andersen, Chase Bettner, Joseph Chamberlin,
Myranda Grismore, Jessica Hornback, Mark Legault, Joseph Lenkey, Eva
Li, Alison Line, Victoria Long, Hayden Martin, Joshua Martin, Jack
Mehling, Lawrence Murphy, Allison Nevil, Austin Peters, Darby Ruff, and
Kaitlin Whiteside. These students were honored with a banquet in
mid-May.

Academic achievement focus of plan to improve teacher
support
Additional support for and empowerment of teachers is at the center of a
plan by Center Grove's Department of Teaching and Learning to improve
student performance. While Center Grove student achievement ranks
high in the state, there is room to improve. At the heart of this plan is a
desire to align the content taught across grade levels and give teachers
time for collaboration. Instead of focusing on what content needs to be
taught, teachers will have more time to focus on how to teach specific
content most effectively.
"Working harder won't get us to our goal. Our teachers are already
working hard every day," said Dr. Jack Parker, director of teaching and
learning. "We need to work differently. We want teachers to be able to
take their collaboration to the next level, so that they can troubleshoot
and strategize the learning going on in their classrooms."
(Academic-Continued on page 5)

The Indiana State School Music
Association (ISSMA) has awarded
the CGHS Band with its All-Music
award for the 2014-15 school year.
The award honors the band's
outstanding musical
accomplishments of the past year.
ISSMA has presented the band
with a special banner to display
recognizing this achievement.

(King-Cont’d. from page 1)

"I'm a second career teacher and
one of the things that I've learned
more than (anything is that this is
the hardest job in the world. Every
day I go in and have a great staff,
a principal who lets us think out of
the box, a wonderful team, and a
wonderful mentor who has made a
really tough journey some days to
be a great thing to do," said King
as she accepted the award. "I really
appreciate this and thank you all
very much."
The overall district Teacher of the
Year is chosen by a Franklin College
committee from the Teachers of the
Year selected by each building.

(Vision-Cont’d. from page 3)

statements to ensure they were in
alignment with the belief
statements.
The sub-group presented SP2.0
with options for consideration and
through strong consensus, the
strategic planning committee chose
the revisions above, which were
approved by the Board.
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Center Grove announces meal, textbook fees for 2015-16
The Center Grove Board of School Trustees approved the following meal
prices for the 2015-16 school year:
Lunch
Secondary Paid Lunch Price
Elementary Paid Lunch Price
Student Paid Breakfast Price
Adult Lunch Price
Adult Breakfast Price

Cost
$2.50
$2.30
$1.50
$3.00
$1.75

Increase
$0.20
$0.15
$0.20
$0.25
$0.25

Director of Food and Nutrition Services Shannon Nesius says Center
Grove did not increase lunch prices for the previous school year. Because
meat, dairy, and produce prices have substantially increased over the
past couple of years, increases of between $0.15 and $0.25 are
necessary.
The Board has also approved the following textbook rental and fees for
2015-16:
Grade Level

Fee

Grade Level Fee

Full Day Kindergarten $172.00 Grade 5

$159.00

Grade 1

$175.00 Grade 6

$234.75-$413.30

Grade 2

$144.00 Grade 7

$234.75-$426.55

Grade 3

$177.00 Grade 8

$234.75-$470.40

Grade 4

$157.00 High School

$25.00-$800*
(Average $300)

Dr. Parker and Sally Hacker,
assistant superintendent, are
working with school leadership
teams to develop a guaranteed and
viable curriculum, along with ways
to best support teachers. They plan
to implement coaching in each
school as part of increased
professional development
focused on helping all teachers use
student data at the same high
level, allowing for more effective
collaboration. They're also
exploring the formation of
professional learning communities
to help facilitate that collaboration.
"I'm excited about the new
leadership in our teaching and
learning department (formerly
curriculum) with the oversight of
Sally Hacker and Dr. Parker," said
Dr. Rich Arkanoff, superintendent.
"We are now able to put more
focus on providing teachers with
the resources they need to
enhance instruction and to create
opportunities for exceptional
educational experiences."
Dr. Parker and Mrs. Hacker
provided a report on the plan to
the Board of School Trustees
during the June 16, 2015 board
meeting, which is available online
at centergrove.k12.in.us/
schoolboard.

*Final High School fee dependent upon electives chosen.
Early College student fees may differ.

The fee increase at the middle schools is partially due to the addition of a
$125 technology fee for sixth and seventh grade students who will
receive iPads this year. Eighth through twelfth grade students are also
part of the schools 1:1 iPad program, Mobile Minds.

Immunization requirements for 2015-16
Students entering kindergarten, sixth, and twelfth grades are required to
have new immunizations for the 2015-16 school year. You can find a full list
of immunization requirements at centergrove.k12.in.us/immunizations.
Parents of current Center Grove students can now view their child's current
immunization record in Skyward Family Access under Health Information.
As of June 1, the Johnson County Health Department can accept all patients regardless of insurance status.
This includes anyone who is fully insured, has Hoosier Healthwise, or is uninsured. Call the Johnson County
Health Department at 317-346-4368 for more information.
Once a student receives updated immunizations, parents should send in or fax a copy of his/her updated
immunization record to the school clinic. Center Grove students without proof of up-to-date immunizations will
NOT be allowed to attend school after October 1, 2015 until updated records are turned in to their school clinic.
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Update: Construction Projects
Construction nears completion at Center Grove
Elementary and North Grove Elementary,
mid-point at Center Grove High School
Center Grove's $42 million Safety, Security & Stewardship
construction project is in its final phase at Center Grove
Elementary School (CGES) and North Grove Elementary School
(NGES). Both schools are scheduled to be completed before
school begins in August. The project is scheduled to continue at
Center Grove High School (CGHS) through October 2016. Once
the project is complete, all eight school buildings will have
secure entrances.
The project is providing facilities updates throughout CGES and
NGES, including new cabinets, windows, wall coverings, and
carpet in classrooms. Both schools also received new
gymnasiums on the outside of their buildings, which allows for
improved security during after-school events and increased
space in their cafeterias. CGES also received four new
classrooms.

Center Grove Elementary

At CGHS this summer, bio-med, earth science, and biology labs
are being renovated, along with manufacturing, Project Lead the
Way, and Family and Consumer Sciences (FACS) classrooms.
The print shop was relocated from near the FACS classrooms to
a renovated space on the northwest corner of the building. The
shop's old space is being turned into classroom space.
The high school's administrative offices are getting final touches
this summer. Principal Doug Bird and his staff, including
guidance counselors and health services, will move to the new
offices before the school year begins. The new location will allow
for a secure entry at the high school's main entrance. Athletic
department staff will also move into their new offices near the
West Gym over the summer.

North Grove Elementary

This summer, the high school auditorium will receive new carpet
and upholstery and new LED house lights for energy efficiency
and lower maintenance costs. The entrance to the Hall of
Excellence will receive a new set of doors to create a secure
entry. Work is also underway to widen the stairwell across from
the original location of the main office.
The next phase of the CGHS project will include renovation of
the old administrative offices between the media center and
cafeteria, along with the old athletic department offices. Part of
those spaces will be used to widen the corridors and create a
student commons area on the south side of the cafeteria, which
will improve traffic flow. A new set of restrooms will also be
added to the south side of the cafeteria.

CGHS new administrative offices

In the coming weeks, work will begin on renovation of a new
restroom and concessions building at the high school baseball
fields, located just south of the school. It is scheduled to be
completed in February 2016.
You can see photos and updates on the CGHS renovations, as
well as the projects underway at CGES and NGES online at our
Safety, Security & Stewardship project webpage at
centergrove.k12.in.us/facilities.

Biology lab at CGHS

All phases of this project are fully funded without increasing tax rates for White River Township residents.
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Long-Range planning for Center Grove facilities moving
ahead
Center Grove has received feedback from dozens of parents, staff
members, and community members since the May 11, 2015 community
forum on the long-range planning for facilities.
Anyone who did not attend the forum is encouraged to review a PDF of
the presentation, review the comments received so far, and provide
their own input at centergrove.k12.in.us/facilities. This presentation
reviews the recent facilities projects completed to meet students'
academic needs and those needs of Center Grove's performing arts
students and student athletes. The district wants to do as much as
possible for students, while keeping the tax rate steady for White River
Township property owners. The district does not plan to seek a tax rate
increase via a referendum in the next three to five years.
Many of the comments received have indicated support for a student
activity center and a new high school pool. These needs echo some of
the conversations administrators have had with Strategic Planning and
CG100 groups and with the high school coaches.
To continue moving the process forward, Dr. Arkanoff and his team are
compiling concept designs for the locations of both options on the high
school campus. In June, the Board of School Trustees approved the
superintendent's recommendation to enter into an agreement with the
architecture firm Fanning Howey to develop concepts and cost estimates
for a new student activities center connected to Center Grove High
School.
The district's goal is two-fold; first to determine what the need is and
how that will benefit Center Grove students, and second, how that
project could fit into the current budget structure without increasing
taxes. Updates on the planning process and a timeline of Center Grove
projects are available at centergrove.k12.in.us/facilities.

You can help
"Stuff the Bus"
for Fast Track
Donations are
needed to support
the "Fast Track"
school readiness program. Each
year, Fast Track provides school
supplies for hundreds of students
and connects families with vital
community resources in Center
Grove and throughout Johnson
County.
This year's "Stuff the Bus" event
will be held on Saturday, July 25,
2015 at 9:30 a.m. at Walmart
locations around the south side,
including the new Center Grove
Walmart located near State Road
135 and Smith Valley Road.
Go to www.uwjc.org/
Fast_Track.php for more information about Fast Track, including a list of needed supplies and
information about how to make a
monetary donation through the
United Way of Johnson County.

Broadway in Center Grove

Center Grove Transportation Department

Center Grove is hiring bus drivers
Center Grove is now hiring and training school bus drivers for regular and
temporary employment during the 2015-16 school year. Regular drivers
work from 6:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m., 180 days
per year (when school is in session). Additional opportunities are also
available for field trips and athletic events. If you are interested, please
apply online at centergrove.k12.in.us/employment.

The Center Grove High School
Theatre Department is planning to
present the Broadway Musical
“Mary Poppins” this fall, opening
November 20, 2015! To make this
production a reality with the
talented Center Grove students,
they need financial support from
community partners. Center
Grove High School Theatre
Production Director Kathleen
Kersey and her team want to
provide the community and the
surrounding area with Broadwaystyle shows. If you are interested
in helping to fund this project,
please go to
centergrovefoundation.org for
more information.
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In Our Community

Town of Bargersville plans
"Founders Fountain"

Photo courtesy: U.S. Air National Guard, Senior Master Sgt. John S. Chapman

U.S. Rep. Larry Bucshon (R-8th), Former Army Spc. 4th Class John
Sutton, Stephanie Sutton, U.S. Army Maj. Gen. R. Martin Umbarger

Center Grove alumnus receives prestigious Soldier's medal
Former Army Spc. 4th Class John Sutton was honored for acts of bravery
and heroism on April 27, 2015 when he received the Soldier's Medal.
Sutton is a 1968 graduate of Center Grove High School.
U.S. Army Maj. Gen. R. Martin Umbarger, adjutant general of Indiana
and a graduate of Center Grove High School, and 8th District
Congressman Larry Bucshon, M.D. presented the award to Sutton at the
181st Intelligence Wing, Indiana Air National Guard, in Terre Haute.
Sutton was awarded the medal for risking his life to save fellow
soldier, helicopter pilot Chief Warrant Officer Richard Von Hatten, on
September 3, 1969 from the burning wreckage of a downed helicopter.

Camp Atterbury plans Community Day
The Center Grove community is invited to a
community day at Camp Atterbury in
Edinburgh on Saturday, August 15, 2015.
Events will begin at 10:00 a.m. with remarks
by Adjutant General for Indiana, the Honorary
German Consular for Indiana, and the Italian
Heritage Society.
Tours are planned of the outdoor memorial and equipment displays,
Chapel, and Indoor Museum. Area German and Italian restaurants will
also provide a sampling of food. WWII reenactment groups will be on
hand with equipment.
Additional information is available by contacting Jorg Stachel, Col.
(Ret.) at col.jorg@comcast.net or at 317-535-3379.

The town of Bargersville is working
to create a new town landmark.
The "Founders Fountain" will be
located just south of the
Bargersville Town Hall, north of
Harriman Avenue on the southwest
corner of Main Street. The project
will honor past and present
community residents, town businesses, the Indiana National Guard,
and all five military branches.
The design includes three boulders
with bubbling water, a walking
path, and sitting areas with stone
benches. Each bench would include
an engraving representing a
military branch or the Indiana
National Guard. A marker with a
short history of Bargersville would
also be placed on the site.
The estimated $30,000 project will
be fully funded through grants and
the donations through the sale of
paver bricks. The cost of the pavers
will range from $50 for a 4 inch by
8 inch brick to $125 for an 8 inch
by 8 inch paver. Souvenir bricks (3
inch by 3 inch) are also being
offered for $25.
If you are interested in purchasing
a paver, you're asked to contact
Lynne Hess via email
lhess@townofbargersville.org or at
317-422-3126. Local and corporate
donations should be directed to Jeff
Beck at jeff.beck4660@gmail.com.
Other financial donations can be
made through the Johnson County
Community Foundation at
www.jccf.org/give-to-thefoundation.

