FALL 2015

Celebrating Achievements

From the Superintendent

Center Grove student selected as National
Merit Semi-Finalist; Ten students receive
commendations
Center Grove High School senior Kylie Seitz was
selected as a National Merit Semi-Finalist, which
qualifies her to compete for a $2,500 National Merit
Scholarship.
Ten Center Grove seniors received Letters of
Commendation, recognizing their outstanding
academic promise. They include Jiawei Chen,
Madeline Fain, Lucas Frandsen, Zachary Hanquier,
Wesley King, Amritdev Parihar, Lauren Ralph,
Katherine Strube, Erik Switzer and Bess Yeager.

Kylie Seitz

Students receive semi-finalist or commendation status for the National
Merit Scholarship Program based on their PSAT scores. Students who are
named semi-finalists must then submit applications which detail their
academic record, student activities, leadership abilities, honors and
awards. Winners will be announced in April.

Gabrielle Vanbuskirk

Sabrina Maristela

Kim Gill

Center Grove students and teacher to be honored by
Spanish teachers association
Center Grove High School seniors Gabrielle Vanbuskirk and Sabrina
Maristela, along with their teacher Kim Gill, will be honored by the
Indiana Chapter of the American Association of Teachers of Spanish and
Portuguese during the association's annual awards program on
November 7, 2015.
Ms. Vanbuskirk and Ms. Maristela will each receive the 2015 Indiana
Outstanding High School Student of Spanish Award. The award is given
to the top seven students learning Spanish in the State of Indiana.
Applicants for the award must be high school seniors who have a grade
point average of at least 3.7 and have received outstanding grades in
(Spanish—Continued on page 4)

Dr. Rich Arkanoff

Dear Community Members,
Thank you for taking the time to
learn about the accomplishments
and activities going on in Center
Grove schools. In this edition of
the Grove Gazette, we will
introduce you to our newest
principal, Craig Smith, at Center
Grove Middle School Central. We
will also update you on the construction of our new Innovation
Center, and share how you can
help North Grove Elementary
celebrate a major milestone.
I appreciate the support we have
received from our community
throughout our Strategic Planning,
CG100, and Long-Range Planning
meetings over the past few
months. We want to involve and
inform our community as much as
possible on the future of our school
corporation. Please feel free to
contact me directly with any
concerns or ideas you may have
regarding Center Grove schools.
We believe the education of our
students is critically important to
the future of our community and
our world. Providing an exceptional
(Supt.-Continued on page 2)
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Center Grove senior named to US Army All-American Band

(Supt.-Cont’d. from page 1)

Center Grove High School senior Jaxson Schuessler
was named to the 2016 US Army All-American
Marching Band.

educational experience for every
student is Center Grove's vision
every day.

The band features the 125 top marching band
members from across the United States. Students
are nominated by their band director in the fall of
their junior year, submit application materials in the
spring of their junior year and are notified of
acceptance in late July. Members receive an allexpense paid trip to bowl week in January of the
their senior year.

For those of you who can enjoy a
fall break, I wish you all a safe and
relaxing time.
Sincerely,

Dr. Rich Arkanoff
Superintendent
Jaxson Schuessler

Center Grove student named State Merit Winner in
Discovery Education 3M Young Scientist Challenge
Discovery Education and 3M named Ava Fisher, a
student at Center Grove Middle School North, one of
35 state merit winners in the 2015 Discovery
Education 3M Young Scientist Challenge for her use of
scientific thinking and imagination to dream up a
solution to an everyday problem that could ultimately
reshape the way we live our lives.
The Discovery Education 3M Young Scientist
Challenge targets students in the years when
research indicates their interest in science begins to
wane and encourages them to explore scientific
Ava Fisher
concepts and creatively communicate their findings.
Each January, students nationwide are asked to create a short video
describing a new invention or solution that could solve or impact an
everyday problem.
Ms. Fisher's project involved helping protect sharks from longline fishing.
Her solution involved a combination of metallic hooks and shark
repellent.
More information on the Discovery Education 3M Young Scientist
Challenge is available at youngscientistchallenge.com.

Upcoming Events

OCTOBER
1223

NOVEMBER
1

7

The Shining Star award recognizes an employee, student, or community
member who has gone above and beyond to make the Center Grove
community a better place.

Center Grove Craft Fair
CGHS
8:30 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.

9

Teaching & Learning Forum
Ed. Service Center
6:30 p.m.- 7:45 p.m.

17

CGCSC Board Mtg.
Ed. Service Center
7:00 p.m.

19

Coffee Chat with the Supt.
Daylight Donuts
7:30 a.m.- 9:30 a.m.

20 & "Mary Poppins" Musical
21
CGHS
7:00 p.m.

"Mary Poppins" Musical
CGHS
2:30 p.m.

Board honors Coach Eric Moore with Shining Star

CGCSC Board President Carol Tumey and
"Coach Moore has guided more
CGHS Coach Eric Moore
than 100 athletes to Division I
college scholarships during his coaching career," said Carol Tumey, board
president. "This award is presented in recognition of his dedication to the
school, the community, his athletes, and the football program."

North Grove 50th
Anniversary
NGES
2:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m

22

The Center Grove Community
School Corporation Board of School
Trustees awarded its Shining Star
medal to Center Grove High School
varsity head football coach Eric
Moore at its October 6, 2015
meeting. The honor
commemorates Moore's 200th win
as a high school football coach and
is a tribute to the impact he's had
on his many players.

Fall Break

25 – Thanksgiving Break
27
No school

DECEMBER
3

Coffee Chat with the Supt.
Location TBD
7:30 a.m.- 9:30 a.m.

4

CGHS Choir Christmas
Concert
CGHS
7:00 p.m.

5

Breakfast with Santa
SGES
8:30 a.m.- 11:00 a.m.

CGHS Choir Christmas
Concert
CGHS
2:00 p.m.
(Calendar-Continued on page 3)
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CGHS Band wins Avon
Invitational
Congratulations to the Center Grove
High School Marching Band for their
first place win in Class A at the Avon
Invitational on September 26, 2015.
Center Grove also took home all of
the caption awards, including music,
visual, general effect, auxiliary, and
percussion.

Center Grove Elementary teacher selected for Woodrow
Wilson Fellowship, Lilly Creativity Grant
Center Grove Elementary School
teacher Stephen Blackburn is among
a select group of educators chosen
for the Woodrow Wilson MBA
Fellowship in Education Leadership
Program.

9

CGHS Orchestra Gala
CGHS
7:00 p.m.

10

Coffee Chat with the Supt.
Location TBD
7:30 a.m.-9:30 a.m.

7th & 8th Grade Band
Concert
Middle School North
6:30 p.m.
11 & CGHS Choir Madrigal Dinner
12
CGHS
7:00 p.m.
15

6th Grade Band Concert
Middle School North
6:30 p.m.

16

The fellows chosen for the program
are emerging leaders nominated by
their school districts or charter
schools. They will take part in an
interdisciplinary program between the
Stephen Blackburn &
School of Business and the School of
Governor Mike Pence
Education that combines the best
practices in business and Education leadership within an educational
context.
"I feel honored to have been chosen for such a unique opportunity," said
Blackburn. "The program's summer course load helped equip me with
many new tools for my current classroom. I hope to use this program to
provide a strong framework for success in a school leadership position in
the near future."
In March, Blackburn was awarded a grant from the Lilly Teacher
Creativity Project to fund a project he entitled "Predators on the Prowl".
This summer, Blackburn traveled to South Africa to study large
predators. He shares stories and photos from his travels on the Center
Grove website at centergrove.k12.in.us/CGHeadlines.

6th Grade Concert
Middle School Central
6:00 p.m.

CGAA Fall Graduation
CGHS
6:30 p.m.
17

Winter Choir Concert
Middle School North
6:00 p.m.

CGCSC Board Mtg.
7:00 p.m.
Ed. Service Center
21

7th Grade Winter Concert
Middle School Central
5:30 p.m.

8th Grade Winter Concert
Middle School Central
7:30 p.m.
23 - Winter Break
No school
Jan.
5

Get Involved

In Our Schools
Craig Smith named principal of Center
Grove Middle School Central
Craig Smith took over leadership of Center Grove
Middle School Central in July.

Craig Smith

(Calendar-Cont’d. from page 2)

"Mr. Smith has a fantastic background in middle
school education," said Dr. Rich Arkanoff,
superintendent. "He has extensive experience
providing professional development for teachers and
working with data to improve instruction. His
background and strong people skills make him an
excellent choice to lead Middle School Central's
outstanding staff."

"I could not be more excited to join Center Grove Community Schools,"
said Smith. "I look forward to continuing the traditions of excellence at
Middle School Central. My daily goal will be to show dedication in serving
the students, staff, parents, and community."
(Smith—Continued on page 4)

You can find information about
activities, events, and links to our
school websites at
centergrove.k12.in.us.

Connect with Us
/CGSchools

@Center_Grove

Join Our Email List
To sign up for the
emailed version of this
newsletter, scan the
QR code or go to
centergrove.k12.in.us/
CGNewsletter for a link to sign up.
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North Grove to celebrate 50 years,
re-dedicate building
North Grove Elementary School will celebrate
the building's 50th anniversary on Sunday,
November 1, 2015 with an open house from
2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. at the school, located
at 3280 West Fairview Road, Greenwood. A
re-dedication ceremony is planned for 3:00
p.m. in the gymnasium to commemorate the
completion of the building's major renovation.
Community members, current and former
students and staff members are encouraged
to attend, view artifacts from the last 50
years, and tour the building. Attendees are encouraged to RSVP on the
North Grove website at www.centergrove.k12.in.us/NGES.

Learn about Teaching and Learning in Center Grove
Center Grove's Department of Teaching and Learning will host a forum
for parents and community members on Monday, November 9, 2015
from 6:30 p.m. to 7:45 p.m. at the Education Service Center, 4800 West
Stones Crossing Road, Greenwood.
For the last six months, Dr.
Parker, director of teaching and
learning, and Sally Hacker,
assistant superintendent, have
been working with school
leadership teams to develop a
guaranteed and viable
curriculum, and ways to best
support teachers, as part of a
plan to improve academic
achievement.

Community Forum

TEACHING & LEARNING
Monday, November 9, 2015
6:30 p.m.—7:45 p.m.
Education Service Center

During the forum, principals,
4800 West Stones Crossing Road
school counselors, and
Greenwood
administrators will explain the
multiple instructional models in
Center Grove Schools including academic programs, Special Education,
High Ability, Honors, Dual Enrollment, and High School Pathways. They'll
also explain the corporation's new programming-related goals and give
participants an opportunity to provide their input. The evening will close
with a question and answer session.
(Smith—Cont’d. from page 3)

Mr. Smith was most recently the assistant principal of Chapel Hill 7th and
8th Grade Center in Wayne Township. He replaces Mrs. Nora Hoover who
was named the assistant director of secondary curriculum in June.
Craig Smith has worked in education for 13 years. He began his career
teaching 5th grade at Break-O-Day Elementary in Clark Pleasant
Community Schools. He also taught 5th grade at Jeremiah Gray-Edison
Elementary and social studies at Perry Meridian Middle school, both in
Perry Township. He has served as Chapel Hill's assistant principal since
2006.
Mr. Smith holds a bachelor's degree in elementary education from
Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis and a master's degree
in education administration from Butler University. He and his wife
Jennifer have a son and a daughter.

(Spanish—Cont’d. from page 1)

Spanish (As) during their first three
years of high school. The
students must also have
participated in several Spanishrelated activities during their high
school career.
Mrs. Gill will receive the Exceptional
Teaching Impact and Motivation
Award for Outstanding Spanish
teacher in the AATSP Indiana
Award Ceremony. She was
recognized by both Ms. Vanbuskirk
and Ms. Maristela as their
inspiration and motivation to study
the Spanish language.
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Update: Construction Projects

Construction underway on
Center Grove Innovation
Center
Demolition is underway on the
former maintenance building which
Center Grove plans to re-purpose
into the Center Grove Innovation
Center. The building is located on
the district's main campus, southeast of Center Grove High School.
The center will serve as a STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering,
and Math) lab that will support
student coursework in grades K-12. It will provide a student-centered
learning environment with space
for a variety of student
experiences.
Center Grove
Innovation Center

The Innovation Center will also
serve as the home to the awardwinning Red Alert Robotics team,
which is an extra-curricular STEM
club.

Project-based learning
Community partnerships
 High-level problem solving
 Innovative collaborative learning
 Cutting-edge technology



The completion of the Innovation
Center is phased with renovations
to the existing building scheduled
to be complete in mid-November.
The addition to the building is
scheduled to be complete by mid-January.

Center Grove High School construction progressing on
schedule
The $20 million renovation project
at Center Grove High School is in its
fifth of seven phases. Construction
started last fall is expected to be
complete in October of 2016.
Completed Areas
 Secure vestibules in the main and
Hall of Excellence entrances.
 New administration and athletic
department offices
Renovated science lab
 Renovations to Family and
Consumer Sciences, science labs and English classrooms
Current Renovation Areas
 Project Lead the Way classrooms and labs (scheduled to be
completed in January)
 Old administration offices between the media center and cafeteria
 Part of that space will be turned into a student commons area,
which will improve traffic flow on the main floor of the school. Those
renovations are expected to continue into the summer of 2016.
All phases of the $42 million Safety, Security, and Stewardship project
are fully funded without increasing tax rates for White River Township
residents.

Pleasant Grove Elementary
undergoing renovations and
classroom addition
A project underway at Pleasant
Grove Elementary includes the
addition of two Kindergarten
classrooms. Those classrooms are
expected to be completed after
Winter Break. Renovations are
also underway in four old
Kindergarten classrooms and the
old Art and Music space, which will
be used as a Large Group
Instruction space.
The gymnasium will be expanded
to allow for a full-size basketball
court. The gym expansion requires
mechanical renovations, including
an upgrade to high-efficiency
boilers.
Work is expected to be largely
completed by March 2016. The
cost of the project is $1.8 million.
The project is being funded from a
General Obligation bond issue
budgeted for this purpose and will
not increase the taxes of White
River Township residents.
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In Our Community

Juniors spend Day of Caring
giving back to community
More than 600 Center Grove High
School (CGHS) juniors spent
Thursday, September 10, 2015
volunteering in their community
during their 18th annual Day of
Caring.
Students fanned out to 42
locations from Greenwood to
downtown Indianapolis to
participate in service projects
ranging from painting to yard work to cleaning.
"It was great to see our students and staff making positive contributions
to our community," said Doug Bird, CGHS principal. "We have had
numerous, unsolicited positive responses from both the organizations we
served and the individual members of the community about how hardworking and caring our students were."
Parent Kent Fisher volunteered to chaperone his daughter Leslie's class
at the Center Grove Little League. "The kids have great attitudes about
working hard," said Fisher. "They got one field weeded and saw the
progress and it inspired them to get working on the others."
The United Way of Johnson County partners with CGHS to organize
many of the outreach projects.

Endress+Hauser makes donations to fund STEM education
in Center Grove
Endress+Hauser, Inc. has made two
generous donations to help support
Science, Technology, Engineering,
and Math (STEM) education in
Center Grove.
In August, Endress+Hauser donated
$10,000 to the Center Grove
Education Foundation (CGEF) to
help fund STEM programs, including
the new Center Grove Innovation
Center, Center Grove's awardwinning Red Alert Robotics Team,
and other programs.

Join the Healthy Horseshoe
Team to better your health!
The Healthy Horseshoe Team is
an interactive health and fitness
program developed by experts at
Indiana University Health,
including IU Health Physicians
Primary Care provider Dr. Sara
Cook and Gary Brackett, former
linebacker of the Indianapolis
Colts.
This program serves as a way to
motivate you and your loved ones
to add positive fitness, nutrition
and healthy lifestyle habits into
your busy life. Each week, you will
have the opportunity to complete
health-oriented Extra Point
Challenges that will automatically
enter you in for a chance to win
some exciting prizes, compliments
of the Indianapolis Colts. We
invite you and your family to join
our team today as we start our
game-winning drive towards a
healthier lifestyle.
You can register online at
Colts.com/HealthyHorseshoe.

Brandyn Ferguson, vice president of
human resources, Endress+Hauser,
Inc.; Crystal Hunt, Endress+Hauser
senior public relations manager;
Dr. Rich Arkanoff, superintendent;
Carla Johnson, CGEF executive
director; Matt Goodpaster, CGEF
board president

"It is critical for employers and
leaders in the community to partner
with our educators and the myriad
of adult influencers to encourage the highest quality STEM education,"
said Brandyn Ferguson, vice president of human resources, Endress+Hauser, Inc.

Earlier this month, Endress+Hauser donated $500 each to Center
Grove’s high school and two middle schools to help support their STEM
programming and robotics teams.
"We are grateful to Endress+Hauser for their financial support of our
schools and the Innovation Center, along with their involvement in the
development of the center, and their continued investment in our
community and Johnson County as a whole," said Center Grove
Superintendent Dr. Rich Arkanoff.

