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FROM THE
SUPERINTENDENT

Kylie Seitz
Plaza on east side of Student Activity Center

CGHS Student Activity Center project will move forward
Center Grove will move forward with the construction of a Student
Activity Center addition to Center Grove High School (CGHS). The
Johnson County Clerk announced in late January that 67 percent of
verified signatures gathered were in favor of the project. The project will
add 59,500 square feet of space to CGHS without increasing the tax rate
for White River Township residents.

(Activity Center—Continued on page 4)

CELEBRATING ACHIEVEMENTS
Two Center Grove students
named 2016 Coca-Cola
Scholars
The Coca-Cola Scholars
Foundation has named Center
Grove High School seniors Sneha
Dave and Christina Randall
among the country's most
outstanding high school leaders.
Sneha Dave
Christina Randall
Both students will receive a
$20,000 college scholarship and take their places among the 28th class
of Coca-Cola Scholars.
Ms. Dave is an honors student who is active in Student Government. She
founded "The Crohn's and Colitis Teen Times," an outreach for teens
living with Crohn's and Colitis, and blogs as a patient advisor for U.S.
News and World Report. Dave has also been a member of the school's
(Scholars—Continued on page 4)

Dr. Rich Arkanoff

Dear Community Members:
Thank you for taking the time to
learn more about what we have
going on in Center Grove schools.
In this edition of the Grove
Gazette, we will share with you
some of the accomplishments of
our students and staff. We will also
update you on the construction of
our new Innovation Center and the
renovations to our high school.
If you know of anyone in White
River Township with a child who
will be five years old by August 1,
2016, please share with them the
dates listed on our calendar for
Incoming Kindergarten Parent Info
Night, March 15, and Kindergarten
Registration, April 14.
Lastly, I'd like to thank the
thousands of you who signed
petitions in support of a new
Student Activity Center for Center
Grove High School. This project will
(Supt.—Continued on page 2)
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Marsh nominated for national LifeChanger
of the Year award

(Supt.-Cont’d. from page 1)

Center Grove Alternative Academy instructor
Angela Marsh has been nominated for the 20152016 national LifeChanger of the Year award.
The program recognizes and rewards the very best
K-12 public and private school educators and
employees across the United States who are
making a difference in the lives of students by
exemplifying excellence, positive influence and
leadership.
Winners will be announced this spring.

Angela Marsh

benefit thousands of students for
many, many years to come. But it
wouldn't be possible without the
tremendous support of our
community. We are thankful for
that support every day as we work
toward achieving our vision of
providing an exceptional
educational experience for every
student.
Sincerely,

Dr. Rich Arkanoff
Superintendent

UPCOMING EVENTS
MARCH
15 Incoming Kindergarten
Parent Info. Night

Jeremy Combs

Laurinda Godfrey

Emily Larmore

(Open to all CG families)
Sugar Grove Elementary
6:30-7:30 p.m.
Centergrove.k12.in.us/
kindergarten

Mia Nunokawa

Four Center Grove High School musicians named to
All-State Honor Band
Center Grove High School junior, Laurinda Godfrey, senior, Emily
Larmore, and sophomores, Mia Nunokawa and Jeremy Combs were
selected to perform in the prestigious Indiana Music Education
Association Honor Band (IMEA).
The band performed during the January IMEA conference in Fort Wayne.
The Honor Concert Band is an honors ensemble that performs each year
at the IMEA Professional Development Conference. It includes high
school students selected from a pool of nominations sent in by IMEA
member band directors.

17 CGCSC Board Mtg.
Ed. Service Center
7:00 p.m.

21 Spring Break begins

APRIL
3

Spring Break ends

4

Classes resume

14 Kindergarten Registration
All elementary schools
6:00-7:00 p.m.
Centergrove.k12.in.us/
kindergarten

21 CGCSC Board Mtg.

Center Grove students honored for achievements in art
Thirty-eight Center Grove students were recognized
for their outstanding art in the annual Scholastic Art
Competition. Regional Gold and Silver Key winners
had their artwork displayed at Clowes Memorial Hall
on the Butler University Campus in February.
Winners of the prestigious Gold Key award include
Center Grove High School students Casy Coha, Brooklynn Druin, Simon
Endris, Olivia Holm, Luke Frandsen, Sarah Rasche, Amber Turner, and
Amanda Reising, an 8th grade student at Center Grove Middle School
North. CGHS students also took home 13 Silver Key awards and 30
Honorable Mention awards. Artwork by the Gold Key winners will move
on to the national competition, which will be held later this month in New
York City.

Ed. Service Center
7:00 p.m.

22 Gala for the Grove
JW Marriott
10 S. West St.
6:00 p.m.

23 Rock the Block Run/Walk
CGHS
8:30 a.m.

MAY
19 CGCSC Board Mtg.
Ed. Service Center
7:00 p.m.

25 CGAA Spring Graduation
CGHS Auditorium
6:30 p.m.
(Calendar-Continued on page 3)
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Center Grove teachers earn Google U. certification
The Center Grove Google
U. Leadership Initiative
graduated its first group
of teachers in December.
The group met for nine
months to study various
types of leadership,
situations where each is
used, and how they are
used to lead others. Each
teacher leader also
helped to plan the
Front row: LaRenda Peterson, Jeanne Schwartz,
corporation's 2016
Julie Young, Stacie Painter, Kara Siner,
Professional Development
Tish DeHaven Back row: Sandi Serpico,
Chelsea Fleming, Nancy McDowell, Connie Allen,
Day. Teachers spent
Matt Ehresman, Kristin Rodman, Heather Garvey,
extra time working to
Martha Andersen, Heather Gant
develop new teacher
resources and their own 20% Passion Project.

(Calendar-Cont’d. from page 2)

26 CGHS Early College
Recognition
CGHS Auditorium
6:30 p.m.

30 Memorial Day
No classes

JUNE
1
2
5

Last Day for Students
1/2 Work Day for Teachers
CGHS Graduation
CGHS Vandermeer Gymnasium
2:00 p.m.

GET INVOLVED
You can find information about
activities, events, and links to our
school websites at
centergrove.k12.in.us.

CONNECT WITH US
District awarded Skyward Leaders in Excellence
Center Grove has been honored with the "Leaders in Excellence" award
from Skyward, the program it uses for parent communication,
attendance tracking, and other business functions.
The award is given in recognition of districts that use
Skyward to make a tangible impact in their schools
and communities.
Since 2007, Center Grove has implemented several
Skyward programs to improve student outcomes while reducing costs.
The district has created electronic forms, implemented Skyward's Food
Service function, and created nearly paperless workflows for employee
applications, onboarding, and other human resources functions.

/CGSchools
@Center_Grove

JOIN OUR EMAIL LIST
To sign up for the
emailed version of this
newsletter, scan the
QR code or go to
centergrove.k12.in.us/
CGNewsletter for a link to sign up.

IN OUR SCHOOLS
Students from China visit CGHS
Ten students and their chaperone visited Center Grove
High School in January as part of the Sino-American
Youth Ambassadors (SAYA) program. They spent a week
living with host families and attending classes.
The SAYA program, which is funded by the Ameson
Foundation, is designed to bring greater international
awareness and cultural diversity to high school
campuses with students serving as cultural ambassadors
in both countries.
(Pictured at left: Superintendent Rich Arkanoff and Principal
Doug Bird pose with SAYA students and their chaperone.
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MSN students experience virtual field trips through Google
Expeditions pilot program
"So beautiful!" "Amazing!" These are
just two of the descriptions from
Center Grove Middle School North
(MSN) students as they peered into
cardboard boxes that transported
them to the Tolbachik Volcano in
Russia and other locations around the
world. The virtual field trip is part of
Students used Google Cardboard
the Google Expeditions Pioneer
viewers to take virtual field trips
around the world.
Program offered to select Central
Indiana schools in January. The program utilizes Google Cardboard
viewers and phones to immerse students in 360 degree views of more
than 150 locations. Google Expeditions is a pilot for Google, so the
experience was offered free of charge. Twenty MSN classes participated.

(Activity Center—Cont’d. from page 1)

The addition will serve a wide
range of needs of the school's
more than 2,400 students and help
alleviate the lack of gym and
indoor practice/gathering space.
The addition will also expand the
current weight room to 7,500
square feet. The weight room
expansion will alleviate the safety
concern created by the volume of
students working in the current
space constraints. The original
concept for the space includes a
multi-purpose floor, four basketball
courts, and a 200-meter track.
More information and updates are
available at centergrove.k12.in.us/
activitycenter.
(Scholars—Cont’d. from page 1)

tennis team. She plans to pursue a
career as an interventional
radiologist.

Dr. Harvey

Dr. Armstrong

Kim Gill

Local optometrists provide free eye screenings to students
Six local optometrists volunteered their time in November to provide free
eye screenings to more than 570 first graders in all five Center Grove
elementary schools. Of those students who were screened, 60 were
referred for further evaluation by an eye care professional.
Thank you to those doctors:
 Dr. Regina Harvey & Dr. Abbey Hoffman, South Grove Eye Care
 Dr. D. Penn Moody, Moody Eyes
 Dr. Brandon Armstrong, Richard & Armstrong Optometry
 Dr. Aaron Warner, Warner Eyecare
 Dr. Jenna Liechty, VisionQuest EyeCare

Ms. Randall is also an honors
student and is active in Student
Government, Model United
Nations, and the Business
Professionals of America. She
served as Vice President of the
Indiana Association of Student
Councils. She was also a 4-year
tennis player and participated in
track, volleyball and basketball.
Randall has served as a Chapter
President of the Girl Up United
Nations Foundation. She plans to
pursue a career in economics and
public policy.
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UPDATE: CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS
Second phase of construction begins for Center Grove Innovation Center
The first phase is complete on the renovation of a former maintenance building into the Center Grove Innovation
Center. Center Grove High School's Robotics Team, Red Alert, moved into the completed "build" space in early
January. Contractors are now
working on the second phase of the
project, which includes the creation
of larger collaboration areas and
STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Math) Labs. The
second phase is expected to be
largely completed this spring. The
building is located on the district's
main campus, southeast of Center
Grove High School. The center's
STEM lab will support student
Center Grove Innovation Center
coursework in grades K-12.
More information and updates are available at centergrove.k12.in.us/innovationcenter.

Music department expansion next up for Center Grove
High School project
The $20 million renovation project at Center Grove High School is in its
final phases, with renovation underway on the new commons area in
the center of the building's main floor. The project started last fall and
is expected to be complete by the end of the year.
The next phase of construction will include the addition of a music
wing (illustrated below). Construction is expected to begin in April and
be completed by the end of January 2017. The new wing will add
12,798 square feet of space on two levels. This phase also includes the
renovation of the existing band and choir rooms, along with a room
currently shared by percussion and orchestra. Once the renovations
are complete, choir will move into the new space and orchestra will
move into the current choir room, giving percussion their own space.

A school seal will greet students
in the new commons area.

Completed Areas


Renovations to Project Lead the
Way classrooms, science labs



Renovations to Family and
Consumer Sciences Department
and English Department
classrooms



Relocation of Athletic Department
offices



Secure vestibule at Main Entrance
& Hall of Excellence



Relocation of Main Office to near
Main Entrance

Current Renovation Areas

CGHS Music Department addition



Upgrades to finishes in
classrooms (ongoing)



ADA restroom upgrades
throughout the building (ongoing)
(CGHS Project—Continued on page 6)
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Center Grove High School
bleachers closed due to safety
concerns

(CGHS Project—Cont’d. from page 5)


The Center Grove Board of School
Trustees closed the home and visitor
bleachers at the Center Grove High School
(CGHS) Football Stadium during its
February 18, 2016 meeting due to safety
and code compliance concerns cited in two
recent inspections.
The home side bleachers were originally
constructed in 1975. The primary issues
reported by the structural engineers
included failure of load tests, indicating a
lack of structural integrity; rusting and
deterioration of nuts and bolts that hold
the structure together; shifting of the
stringers (support beams), leading to
misalignment; and thinning of the
galvanization, which impacts its ability to
protect the steel. Among the issues cited
for the visitor side bleachers were a lack
of a foundation system and a lack of
anchoring of the bleachers to the ground.
Dr. Arkanoff and his team are reviewing
options and plan to bring a
recommendation to the Board at its March
meeting. More information is available at
centergrove.k12.in.us/CGHSbleachers.

Old administration offices
between the Media Center and
Cafeteria
 Part of that space will be
turned into a student
commons area, which will
improve traffic flow on the
main floor of the school.
 Those renovations are
expected to continue into the
summer of 2016.

Next Phase


Construction on new music
wing addition (April)



Renovation of Media Center

Rusting nuts/bolts

All phases of the $42 million
Safety, Security, and Stewardship
project are fully funded without
increasing tax rates for White
River Township residents. More
information is available at
centergrove.k12.in.us/
constructionproject.

Thinning galvanization

IN OUR COMMUNITY

Indiana Statehouse

WFYI Studios

Superintendent addresses SBOE, appears on Indiana Lawmakers
Dr. Rich Arkanoff addressed the State Board of Education on Tuesday, January 23, 2016. He was among
nearly 70 superintendents who attended the meeting to share their concerns about the 2014-15 ISTEP+
results and school accountability grades.
Dr. Arkanoff also appeared as a panelist in January on the WFYI program, Indiana Lawmakers. He answered
questions from host Jon Schwantes, along with State Senator Earline Rogers, State Senator Jim Banks, and
Daniel Altman, Executive Director of Communications for the Indiana Department of Education. The program is
aired statewide.

