JUNE 2016

CELEBRATING ACHIEVEMENTS
Center Grove High School Graduates
544 Students
Center Grove High School (CGHS)
graduated 544 students on Sunday, June 5,
2016 in the high school's Vandermeer
Gymnasium.

Bhumi Patel
Valedictorian

Bhumi Patel was named the 2016 CGHS
valedictorian with a Grade Point Average
(GPA) of 4.745. Bhumi plans to study
neuroscience at Indiana University with
plans to go to medical school.
The 2016 CGHS salutatorian is Amritdev
Parihar who finished with a GPA of 4.739.
Amritdev plans to study biochemistry at
Indiana University.
Among the graduates, 222 seniors received
Core 40 with Academic Honors diplomas. To
qualify for this diploma, students must meet
additional requirements beyond the state
mandates for a Core 40 diploma, including a
GPA of a B or better, along with additional

Amritdev Parihar
Salutatorian

47 Seniors Earn
College Degrees,
Certificates
Center Grove High
School (CGHS)
recognized 47 seniors
for earning college
degrees or certificates
through the school's
Early College (EC)
program. Through the
EC program, students
can take courses that

FROM THE
SUPERINTENDENT

(Graduates—Continued on page 4)

Dr. Rich Arkanoff

Dear Community Members,
Thank you for taking the time to
learn about the things happening in
Center Grove schools. In this
summer edition of the Grove
Gazette, we are proud to share the
accomplishments of our most
recent graduates, along with the
successes of some of our music
and academic teams and groups.
We will introduce you to our
Teacher of the Year, Jenifer
Prenatt, and update you on the
construction projects underway
around Center Grove's main
campus.
The first day of school for students
is August 2. If you know of a
student who lives in White River
Township and needs to register for
school this fall, please direct them
to our website
centergrove.k12.in.us where we
now have online enrollment
available. I wish everyone a safe
and relaxing summer break!

Principal Doug Bird addresses the crowd gathered
for the Early College graduation.
(Seniors—Continued on page 4)

Sincerely,

Dr. Rich Arkanoff
Superintendent
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Top 20 Students Named in
the Class of 2016
Center Grove High School
(CGHS) has named the Top 20
Students in the Class of 2016.
The students were honored on
Thursday, May 5, 2016 at a
Top Twenty Banquet in the
CGHS Hall of Excellence.
Each student invited one
elementary or middle school
CGHS Class of 2016 - Top 20 Students
teacher and one high school
teacher who inspired them during their academic career. The students
spoke about those teachers during the program.
The students include: Alexa Colinco, Molly McMinn, Sneha Dave, Amrit
Parihar, Madeline Fain, Bhumi Patel, Shelby Ferrill, Lauren Ralph, Zachary Hanquier, Christina Randall, Harrison Holt, Tyler Rankel, Nicole Jansen, Alexis Rasmussen, Janesh Karnati, Erik Switzer, Juhi Kekre, Ellen
Todd, Sabrina Maristela, and Riley Turk.
Center Grove Alternative Academy Graduates 41
Center Grove High School's Alternative Academy (CGAA) awarded 41
diplomas to students
on Wednesday, May
25, 2016 in the CGHS
Auditorium.
"Many of these
students have
overcome serious
obstacles to complete
2016 Center Grove Alternative Academy Graduates
this program," said Beth
Bryant, CGAA director. "We are so proud of them for the determination
they've shown to push through and earn their diplomas."
The program is available to seniors who have not had success in the
traditional high school environment. Students must be accepted into the
Academy and receive either a General or Core 40 High School Diploma
via a blended curriculum.
CGHS Names 35 AP Scholars
The College Board has granted 35 Center Grove High
School (CGHS) students Advanced Placement (AP)
Scholar Awards for demonstrating college-level
achievement through AP courses and exams. The honor is given to
students who receive scores of 3 or higher on three or more AP exams
during their high school career.
Of those 35 students, twelve received the "with Honor" designation for
achieving an average grade of at least 3.5 on all AP exams, and grades
of 3 or higher on four or more of these exams on full-year courses. Four
students received the "with Distinction" honor for earning an average
grade of at least 3.5 on all AP exams taken, and 3 or higher on five or
more of the exams.
The Indiana Department of Education recognized Center Grove High
School for the outstanding achievement of having at least 25 percent of
its graduating class earn a 3 or higher on AP exams.

UPCOMING EVENTS
JUNE
16 CGCSC Board Mtg.
Ed. Service Center
7:00 p.m.

JULY
21 CGCSC Board Mtg.
Ed. Service Center
7:00 p.m.

26 CGHS Grade 9 Orientation
Hall of Excellence
8:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Grades 6-8 Registration
MSC & MSN
9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

Early College Orientation
Meeting
CGHS Room TBD
12:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.

NGES Back to School
1:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

SGES Book Rental Day
1:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

CGHS Grade 9 Registration
Hall of Excellence
5:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.

New Parent Meeting
MSC & MSN
7:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.

27 CGHS Grades 10-12
Registration
Hall of Excellence
3:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m

SGES KG Orientation
SGES
6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.

28 CGHS Grades 10-12
Registration
Hall of Excellence
10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m

CGES Meet the Teacher
Grades K-2
6:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.
Grades 3-5
7:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.

SGES Grades 1-5
New Family Meeting
6:30 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

Back to School

7:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.
(Calendar-Continued on page 3)
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Four-Year Biomed Students Receive White Coats
Center Grove High School students who have taken four years of Project
Lead the Way Biomedical
Science courses received
their white coats on Monday,
May 23, 2016. This is the first
White Coat Ceremony for the
program. During the
ceremony, students received
their coats, learned about its
PLTW White Coat recipients and their
teacher, Andrea Teevan
significance, and took a PLTW
Hippocratic Oath. The four-year students include: Sierra Bansemer, Sara
Benson, Madeline Fain, Benjamin Grubbs, Brian Hamilton, Chandler
Head, Jessica Humphrey, Allison Hunt, Nicole Jansen, Madeline Kossick,
Derek Lewis, Danielle Newkirk, Kyle Parry, Bhumi Patel, Shreya Patel,
Sydney Smotherman, Julia Stockman, Erik Switzer, Jordan Walker, Brian
Wheeler, and Gaige Yarling.
CGHS Students Receive Scholarships, Awards
Several Center Grove High School (CGHS) students have been honored
with scholarships and awards for their outstanding academic
achievements.
Indiana Academic All-Star—AMRITDEV PARIHAR
The Indiana Association of School Principals has named
CGHS senior Amritdev Parihar a 2016 Indiana Academic
All-Star. Parihar is one of 40 students selected from the
284 nominees. Mr. Parihar plans to study Biochemistry
at Indiana University. A committee chooses students for
this prestigious honor based on their GPA, rigor of
courses, leadership, community service, and extracurricular activities.
National Merit Scholarship Finalist—KYLIE SEITZ
The National Merit Scholarship Program (NMSC) has
named CGHS senior Kylie Seitz a National Merit
Scholarship Finalists. NMSC selects 15,000 finalists to
compete for National Merit Scholarship Awards. Students
are recognized by the National Merit Scholarship
Program based on their PSAT scores. To become a
finalist, the student and their high school must submit a
detailed application and provide information about their academic record,
participation in school and community activities, demonstrated leadership
abilities, and honors and awards received.
DAR Good Citizen Winner—SABRINA MARISTELA
The Mary Bryan Chapter of the National Society of the
Daughters of the American Revolution (NSDAR) has
awarded CGHS senior Sabrina Maristela with the DAR
GoodCitizen Award. Ms. Maristela plans to attend Purdue
University to study physics. The award recognizes
graduating seniors who exhibit good character and have
made a difference in their community. Maristela was also
a finalist for the State DAR Good Citizen Award.

(Calendar-Cont’d. from page 2)

28 PGES Grades KG-5 Meet the
Teacher
6:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m.

29 NGES Grades KG-5 Meet the
Teacher
5:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.

AUGUST
1

1st Day for Teachers
(No Students)

MGES Grades K-5 Meet the
Teacher
6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Freshmen FroYo Night
CGHS Hall of Excellence
6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.

Grades 7-8 Back to School
Night
MSC & MSN
6:30 p.m.

2

1st Day for Students
All Schools

4

MSN Grade 6 Back to
School Night
6:30 p.m.

11 Grade 9-12 Back to School
Night
CGHS
6:00 p.m.

18 CGCSC Board Mtg.
Ed. Service Center
7:00 p.m.

GET INVOLVED
You can find information about
activities, events, and links to our
school websites at
centergrove.k12.in.us.

CONNECT WITH US
/CGSchools
@Center_Grove

JOIN OUR EMAIL LIST
To sign up for the
emailed version of this
newsletter, scan the
QR code or go to
centergrove.k12.in.us/
CGNewsletter for a link to sign up.

Grove Gazette | June 2016 | Page 4
CGHS Senior Awarded National Art & Writing Medal
CGHS senior Sarah Rasche earned a National Medal in
the 2016 Scholastic Art & Writing Awards, presented by
the Alliance for Young Artists & Writers. Sarah's work
was selected by creative professionals as among the
most accomplished in the nation.
This year, nearly 320,000 works of art and writing were
submitted. Fewer than one percent were recognized at
the national level. Students receiving top awards were
Sarah Rasche
invited to attend a ceremony at the world-famous
Carnegie Hall on June 2 and to participate in showcase events at Parsons
School of Design at The New School and Pratt Institute's Pratt Manhattan
Gallery in New York City.
CGHS Bands Honored with ISSMA All-Music Award
The Indiana State School Music Association (ISSMA) awarded the
Center Grove High School Band Department
with its 2015-16 All-Music Award in recognition
of their outstanding musical accomplishments
in the past year.
In order to earn the All-Music Award, individual
students and large class ensembles must participate in every
sanctioned ISSMA event and earn a gold rating. The department will
receive a special banner to display.
CGHS Team Competes in Academic Super Bowl
Center Grove High School competed in the Area Contest
of the Academic Super Bowl held at Franklin High School
in April. The team of 25 students competed in five
subject area rounds. They tied for first place in math and
scored a second place finish among large schools. The
team is coached by teachers Cindy Cullom, Karen Fruits, Adam Gaff,
Danielle Myers, and Jerry Maguire.

Center Grove Indoor Percussion Finishes in Top 6 of World
Championships
Center Grove High School's
Indoor Percussion posted
impressive performances to
end their season at the WGI
World Championships.
The group placed sixth in the
final competition in April at
University of Dayton Arena in
Dayton, Ohio. They placed
CG Indoor Percussion
fourth and sixth in
preliminary and semi-final rounds to advance to the championships.
More than 200 percussion ensembles competed in the three-day
competition.

(Graduates—Cont’d. from page 1)

math, world language, and fine
arts credits.
Fifty-two students received recognition for their membership in the
National Honor Society. Students
are selected by the Faculty Council
on the basis of scholarship,
leadership, character, and service.
The Class of 2016 has earned more
than $5 million in academic and
athletic scholarships. Students plan
to continue their educations at
more than 40 colleges,
universities, and vocational schools
around the country.

(Seniors—Cont’d. from page 1)

earn credit toward both high school
and college at the same time. The
EC students were recognized in a
program on Thursday, May 26,
2016 in the CGHS Auditorium.
The following 26 EC seniors
received an associate degree in
General Studies from Vincennes
University, along with their high
school diploma: Zachary
Alexander, Andrea Boksa, Jade
Bumpus, Jamie Fannin, Monica
Griesemer, Hayley Griffith, Moliann
Gross, Bailey Houpt, Madelyne
Jacks, Michea Jones, Madeline
Kossick, Jacob McCarty, Matthew
Reising, Colin Schurtter, Nathaniel
Sims, Ciana Sorrentino, and
Tiffany Wolfe.
Thirty other students received a
30-hour General Education Core
Certificate, which means they have
met all requirements for general
education courses at all state
universities in Indiana. Another 37
students earned between 3 and 45
credits for a total of 3,148 college
credit hours earned by seniors in
the Early college program.
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Center Grove Red Alert Robotics Competes in State
Championship
Center Grove High School's Red Alert Robotics team competed in
the Indiana State Championship in Kokomo in April. The team won
the Team Spirit Award and ended their day with a rank of 30th. This
competition ended the team's successful season.
This year, they received the Gracious Professionalism Award in
Lafayette, the Entrepreneurship Award at Warren, and the Red Alert
Red Alert Robotics Seniors
Robotics Seniors District Chairman's Award at Perry. The team is
especially proud of this year's senior class who plan to continue their educations at Purdue University,
Huntington University, Rose Hulman, Miami of Ohio, and Indiana-Purdue Indianapolis.

IN OUR SCHOOLS
Four Center Grove Schools Earn Four Star Awards
Four Center Grove schools have been named 2014-2015 Four Star Schools by the Indiana
Department of Education. The distinction is the highest award given to schools by the state. The
Center Grove schools receiving the honor include: Center Grove High School, Center Grove Middle
School Central, Center Grove Middle School North, and Sugar Grove Elementary.
"We are thrilled to have four of our schools obtain Four Star status," said Dr. Rich Arkanoff,
Superintendent. "I am very proud of all our schools as they work to achieve our vision of an
exceptional educational experience for all of our students."
"All of our schools are focused on improving our students' academic achievements," said Dr. Jack
Parker, Director of Teaching and Learning. "This distinction recognizes the dedication and commitment
they have to their students' success."
Prenatt Awarded CGCSC
2015-16 Teacher of the Year
Sugar Grove Elementary School
special education teacher
Jenifer Prenatt was named the
2015-16 Center Grove
Community School Corporation
Teacher of the Year on Monday,
May 2, 2016. The top honor
Dr. Davin Harpe, Mrs. Jenifer Prenatt,
was announced at Center
Dr. Rich Arkanoff
Grove's 2016 Teacher
Celebration held in the Center Grove High School auditorium.
"This is a very unexpected and amazing honor!" said Prenatt. “Teaching
is an incredible privilege. I get to be a small part of my students'
journeys through education, and it's so rewarding to watch them grow.
I could not do what I do without the amazing and supportive staff I am
blessed to work with each and every day; it truly does take a village!"

15-16 Building Teachers of the Year (L-R): Mary
Campolattara (CGHS),
Dan Steir (MSN), Heather Gant (MGES), Julie
Young (NGES),
Stephen Blackburn (CGES),
Jenifer Prenatt (SGES), Sam Fritz (MSC), and
Victoria House (PGES)

Mrs. Prenatt has been teaching for seven years. The district Teacher of
the Year is chosen by a Franklin College committee from the building
Teachers of the Year. Prenatt received a $1,000 check from the school
corporation to spend on her classroom.
Each school's Teacher of the Year winner, and 68 Legacy Award
winners were also recognized. A list of winners and photos from the
evening are available at centergrove.k12.in.us/legacyawards.

2015-16 Legacy Award Winners
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Center Grove Ranked Among Nation's Top Innovative Districts
for Third Year
Center Grove's use of cutting-edge
technology in the classroom and in the
delivery of district services has earned it
national honors for a third consecutive
year. CGCSC was ranked fourth among
mid-sized schools (3,000-12,000
students) in the Center for Digital Education's and National School
Boards Association's annual Digital School Districts Survey. Center
Grove is the only Indiana school honored in the rankings.
IDOE Recognizes Center Grove Alternative Academy
The Indiana Department of Education has recognized
the Center Grove Alternative Academy (CGAA) as a
school of Promising Practice in the area of Alternative
Education.

IN OUR COMMUNITY
Center Grove Honored by
United Way of Johnson County
The United Way of Johnson County
honored Center Grove Community
Schools with its Education
Division Award at its annual awards
program in April. This award is
given to the best school campaign
in the community. Center Grove
contributed more than $41,000 to
this year's campaign. The district is
the largest employee giver in the
county with 570 individuals giving
to United Way.

CGAA provides options for students who, for a
variety of reasons, are not successful in the
traditional high school setting. The Academy offers
students the opportunity to work on their classes at their own
pace, utilizing an online curriculum with targeted one-on-one support.
The CGAA's Promising Practice is one of 200 education or wrap-around
service programs to be recognized by the Department in honor of
Indiana's bicentennial celebration. Identified programs, like CGAA's, are
student-centered and focus on positively impacting students through
innovative programming and activities that provide a high-quality learning
environment and experience.
The Academy's Alternative Education Promising Practice is one of 200 that
will be shared with educators across the state of Indiana as an example of
best practices that are having a positive impact on Hoosier students.
Congratulations on this achievement to CGAA Director Beth Bryant and
her staff: Angie Marsh and Mike Leavitt, academic instructors; Crystal
May, student services coordinator; and Terry Lain, administrative
assistant.

UPDATE: CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS
Music Wing Addition Underway at Center Grove High School
Construction began in April on a new Music wing for Center Grove High
School (CGHS). The new space will add 12,798 square feet on two
levels. This phase of the CGHS project also includes renovation of
existing band and choir rooms, along with a room currently shared by
percussion and orchestra. Once the renovations are complete, choir will
move into the new space and orchestra will move into the newly
renovated choir room, giving percussion their own space. It's expected
to be completed by the end of January 2017.
This addition is part of the high school's $20 million renovation project.
This summer, renovation continues on the new commons area in the
(Music—Continued on page 7)

(L-R) Front: Scott Alexander,
Carol Tumey, Dr. Rich Arkanoff;
Back: Adam Norman, Rob Richards,
Jack Russell

CGCSC Board Recognized for
Excellence
The Indiana School Boards
Association (ISBA) awarded the
"Outstanding Board Award" to the
Center Grove Community School
Corporation Board of School
Trustees. The Board was
recognized on Wednesday, May 4,
2016 at the ISBA Region 8 Spring
Meeting.
This is the third time in four years
the Board has received this
distinction. ISBA recognizes boards
who put forth extra time and
energy to strengthen their
boardsmanship abilities through inservice programs, workshops, and
other commitments like serving on
statewide boards.
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center of the building's main floor. The project started last fall and is expected to be complete by the end of the
year.
Current Renovation Areas



Construction on new music wing addition



Renovation of Media Center



Old administration offices between the Media Center
and Cafeteria


Part of that space will be turned into a
student commons area, which will improve
traffic flow on the main floor of the school.



Upgrades to finishes in classrooms (ongoing)



ADA restroom upgrades throughout the
building (ongoing)
Construction is underway on the Music Wing on
the northeast side of CGHS.

Completed Areas



Renovations to Project Lead the Way classrooms,
science labs
 Renovations to Family and Consumer Sciences Department and English Department classrooms





Relocation of Athletic Department offices
Secure vestibule at Main Entrance & Hall of Excellence
Relocation of Main Office to near Main Entrance

The CGHS construction is part of the district's $42 million Safety, Security, and Stewardship project. All phases
of this project are fully funded without increasing tax rates for White River Township residents. More information
is available at centergrove.k12.in.us/constructionproject.

Skillman Donation to Fund New Football Bleachers, Press Box at CGHS
Center Grove High School's football stadium will receive new home and visitor bleachers and a new press box
before the 2016 football season begins. The bleachers, which were originally installed 40 years ago, were torn
down in March after two structural engineers reported they failed load tests and lacked structural integrity.
The Board of School Trustees has accepted a
donation from Ray Skillman and his wife, Ann,
that will pay for the new bleachers and a new
press box. The new bleachers will increase
capacity of the home bleachers by 1,033
seats and increase capacity of the visitor
bleachers by 840 seats for a total seating
capacity of 5,886. The bleachers in the north
end zone are much newer and will remain.

HOME

VISITOR

NORTH

TOTAL

Old

2663

450

900

4013

New

3696

1290

900

5886

Change

1033

840

--

1873

"The donation by Mr. and Mrs. Skillman is incredibly generous," said Dr. Rich Arkanoff, Superintendent. "Mr.
Skillman had asked that we plan to not just replace what we have, but to add space so that all of our fans and
our visitors can have a seat when they come to watch our football, track, and band competitions. He is also
providing the architect and funds to build a new press box that will serve the needs of our staff, media visitors,
and special guests for years to come."
The new bleachers are being installed by the firm Dant Clayton. Installation will begin on the visitor side on
June 18 and on the home side on June 20. The structure is expected to be completed by August 12, 2016. More
information is available at centergrove.k12.in.us/cghsbleachers.
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CGHS Summer Traffic/Parking Restrictions
Several construction projects are underway this summer around the Center Grove High School campus. This will
prompt closures of several of parking lots and roads at various times.
If you plan to come to the high school campus this summer, please allow extra time and to review the parking,
door access, and traffic restrictions on the map above and online at centergrove.k12.in.us/CGHSParking.

ENROLLMENT FOR INCOMING KINDERGARTEN AND NEW STUDENTS
Information about Kindergarten at Center Grove for any child who resides in
White River Township and will be at least five years old by August 1, 2016 is available
via our website: centergrove.k12.in.us/kindergarten.
Online enrollment is now available for all incoming Kindergarten students
and any children in Grades 1-12 who have recently moved into the district.
Go to centergrove.k12.in.us/enrollnow for more information and a link to enroll.

