CELEBRATING ACHIEVEMENTS
Dr. Davin Harpe Named 2016 IASP Elementary Principal of the Year
Sugar Grove Elementary School Principal Dr. Davin
Harpe was awarded the Indiana Association of
School Principals (IASP) 2016 Elementary Principal of
the Year at a recognition ceremony on Sunday,
November 20, 2016 at the Indianapolis Marriott
Hotel.

WINTER 2016
FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

District Elementary School Principals of the Year are
elected by their peers. One principal is honored from
each of the 12 IASP districts.
From the 12 District Elementary School Principal
Dr. Davin Harpe
winners, Dr. Harpe was chosen as the 2016 State
Elementary School Principal of the Year. He will represent Indiana at the
National Association of Elementary School Principals National Distinguished
Principal Recognition Program in the fall of 2017.
"This award is a reflection of the outstanding support and dedication to kids
that our whole learning community exhibits every day," said Dr. Harpe. "Our
(Principal—Continued on page 3)

Dr. Rich Arkanoff

Dear Community Members,
Thank you for taking the time to learn
about what's happening in Center
Grove Schools. We have had a
great first semester. You can read
about some of those
accomplishments, including the
impressive honor Dr. Davin Harpe
received last month when he was
named principal of the year for the
state of Indiana. Center Grove is
very fortunate to have such talented
and dedicated administrators,
teachers, and staff members.
Our district continues to grow! To
help accommodate the influx of
new students, we are moving
forward on our plans for a new
elementary school.

Front Row: Reagan Brough, Taylor Elkins, Shelby Hooton, Kayla Kinnaman,
Alec McGovern, Tyler Miller; Back Row: Caleb Clark, Bruce McCord, Matt Messmer,
Jake Shake, Clyde Wilemon, Lonna Wheat

CGAA Celebrates Twelve December Graduates
The Center Grove High School Alternative Academy graduated twelve
students on Wednesday, December 14, 2016 in the Center Grove High
School Auditorium. The mid-year graduates included eight early graduates
and four 5th year seniors.

I hope our staff, students, and
families enjoy the Winter Break!
Sincerely,

Dr. Rich Arkanoff
Superintendent
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UPCOMING EVENTS
DECEMBER
20 End of 1st Semester
All Schools

21 Winter Break Begins
All Schools

JANUARY
3

1/2 Teacher Day
No Students

4

Teacher Day
No Students

5

Classes Resume
Start of 2nd Semester
All Students

10 CGCSC Board of Trustees
Ed. Service Center
7:00 p.m.
Front row: Stacey Raftery, MGES; Jennifer Taylor, MSC; Kristin Norton, NGES;
Summer Ehresman, CGHS; Beth Rugenstein, PGES; Middle row: Dr. Rich Arkanoff,
superintendent; Angie Williamson, MGES; Jennifer Ridens, SGES; Tonya Hicks, SGES;
Mandy Hassell, PGES; Carrie Sumney, MSC; Sam Fritz, MSC; Kathy Sagorsky,
coordinator of special projects; Back Row: Anthony Bell, MSC; Jordan Johnson, PGES;
Andrea Jahnke, CGES; Allison Smiley, MGES; Christy Berger, MSC; Susan Dotson, SGES;
Jackie Baraso, MSC; Jill Jennings, MSC; Joe Lamb, CGHS

Twenty Center Grove Teachers Earn Google U. Certification
The Center Grove Google University Leadership Academy graduated its
second group of teachers on Tuesday, December 13, 2016. The group of 20
educators met for nine months to study leadership techniques and
applications. Each teacher leader will also help plan the corporation's 2017
Professional Development Day. The group was led by Kathy Sagorsky,
coordinator of special programs.
Sugar Grove Elementary
Named State Runner-Up
in Academic Spell Bowl
The Sugar Grove
Elementary Spell Bowl
team finished as State
Runner-Up in their
elementary enrollment
class of 106 in
competition on
Thursday, November 17,
2016. The Sugar Grove
team was just one word
away from the state
Dr. Davin Harpe, principal; Jason Mueller, coach;
Marianne Dooms, assistant principal; and the
title. The team is
Sugar Grove Elementary Spell Bowl team
coached by Jason
Mueller, 5th grade teacher.
Teams from Maple Grove, Pleasant Grove, Center Grove, and North Grove
also competed in the Spell Bowl. More than 5,940 students from 520 teams
competed statewide. The top three teams in each class will receive
individual medals, a team certificate, and a team plaque.

16 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
No Students
(Possible Snow Make-up Day)

24 Kindergarten Info Night
North Grove E.S.
6:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m.

CONNECT WITH US

/CGSchools

@Center_Grove

JOIN OUR EMAIL LIST
To sign up for the
emailed version of this
newsletter, scan the QR
code or go to
centergrove.k12.in.us/
CGNewsletter.

GET INVOLVED

You can find information about
activities, events, and links to our
school websites at
centergrove.k12.in.us.
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NEWS OF NOTE
CGHS Senior Receives 2016 Central Nine Award for
Excellence
Center Grove High School senior Ben Roeder was
presented with a 2016 Central Nine Award for
Excellence in Early College IT.
Roeder will represent Central Nine at the statelevel Awards for Excellence program. Winners selected at the state level will be recognized at the Indiana Government Center on February 21, 2017.

Ben Roeder

students, parents, and staff members
work side-by-side to ensure our kids
are as prepared as possible to chase
their dreams. Our central office and
community partners remain diligently
focused on helping all of us provide
exceptional educational
experiences. I feel privileged to have
learned from wonderful educators
throughout our state. I am hopeful
that each of these people would
recognize their own contributions to
this award, and I am warmed by
their support."

Krista Nelson Chosen to Lead Center Grove Elementary School
Mrs. Krista Nelson will be the next principal of
Center Grove Elementary School (CGES).
Mrs. Nelson will succeed Mrs. Shannon Carroll-Frey
who was named Assistant Director of Secondary
Teaching and Learning in September. Her
appointment was approved by the Center Grove
Board of School Trustees at its November 17, 2016
meeting.
"We sought out a leader who will take care of the
academic needs of our students and foster a
Krista Nelson
caring environment for our students and staff," said
Dr. Rich Arkanoff, superintendent. "We are confident that Mrs. Nelson can
provide that leadership and the stability needed at Center Grove
Elementary."
"I am honored and delighted to be a part of the Center Grove community. I
look forward to working with the staff, students and parents at CGES," said
Mrs. Nelson. "CGES has a long standing tradition of excellence, and I know
that we will continue that excellence, for many years to come, together as
a team."
We are very pleased to bring such a talented leader to Center Grove
Elementary," said Mr. Adam Norman, Center Grove Board President. "This
school has a long history of generous and involved parents. We know they
will embrace Mrs. Nelson and welcome her to the CGES family."
Mrs. Nelson is a proud 1997 graduate of Center Grove High School. She has
served as an elementary principal in Mooresville and as a principal and
assistant principal in Monroe County. She also has several years of
experience as a classroom teacher in Grade 2, Grade 3, Grade 4 and
Grade 7 in Lawrence Township Schools. She holds a bachelor's degree in
Elementary Education from Indiana University and a master's degree in
Education with a concentration in math from Indiana Wesleyan University.
She is currently pursuing her doctoral degree through Indiana State
University. She, her husband, and her daughter, live in Center Grove.

BOA Grand National Semi-Finals at
Lucas Oil Stadium, November 12, 2016

CGHS Marching Band Ends Season
at BOA Grand Nationals
The Center Grove High School
Marching Band ended a successful
season in the Semi-Finals
Competition at the Bands of
America (BOA) Grand National
Championship. The competition was
held on Saturday, November 12,
2016 at Lucas Oil Stadium. Center
Grove was one of 36 bands from
across the nation to qualify for the
semi-final round of competition.
CGHS placed fifth in the Class A
competition at the Indiana State
School Music Association (ISSMA)
State Finals on Saturday, October 29,
2016. The competition was held at
Lucas Oil Stadium.
Center Grove was one of ten bands
that qualified for the 44th Annual
Indiana State Marching Band Finals.
It is the band's 34th appearance in
the last 35 years.
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CGHS Robotics Team Members Earn 1st Place in Mobile App Competition
CGHS Red Alert Robotics 1741
members, Jacob Lovrinic and
Taylor Horne, both juniors, won
the Mobile App Challenge
sponsored by and held at the
IU School of Informatics and
Computing at IUPUI (SoIC
IUPUI) on Saturday, November
12, 2016.
During the all-day event,
participants developed an
original computer application
for use on a mobile phone.
The particular challenge was
to come up with a Chindogu,
which is an idea/invention
that appears to have utility,
but raises a lot of problems or
Jacob Lovrinic and Taylor Horne
is actually useless. CGHS
competed against high school teams from across central Indiana.
As first place winners, Lovrinic and Horne received scholarship and research
awards they can apply to studies at the SoIC IUPUI. CGHS will also receive
the Traveling Trophy to keep for one year, which will have the students'
names and school engraved on it.

SCHOOL NEWS

Center Grove Studying Start Time
Change
Center Grove is studying the
feasibility of a change to school start
times for elementary and secondary
students. A committee made up of
teachers, staff, and parents is
considering the many issues related
to a change. The group will make a
recommendation to the School
Board regarding a possible start time
change, if one is warranted. A
community forum was held in
October to share research and other
information with parents and others
in attendance.
Surveys are planned for students,
parents, and staff in the coming
weeks Additional
information is available at
centergrove.k12.in.us/starttimes.

KINDERGARTEN
INFORMATION NIGHT
Tuesday, January 24, 2016
6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Trent Alexander

Jeffrey Huff

Sidney Richardson

Three Center Grove High School Seniors Named to 2016 US Army
All-American Marching Band.
Center Grove High School Seniors, Trent Alexander, Jeffrey Huff, and Sidney
Richardson, will perform among the top 125 marching band members from
across the United States. To be considered for this honor, students must be
nominated by their band director in the fall of their junior year and submit
application materials in the spring of their junior year. They are notified of
acceptance in late July. Members receive an all-expense paid trip to bowl
week in January of the their senior year.
This year's US Army All-American Bowl is on Saturday, January 7, 2017 at the
Alamodome in San Antonio, TX.

North Grove Elementary School
3280 W. Fairview Road, Greenwood
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

If you have a child who lives in
White River Township and plans to
attend kindergarten in Fall of 2017,
please plan to attend this
kindergarten information night!
More kindergarten information
is available at:
centergrove.k12.in.us/kindergarten
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Adam Irons

Aiden Welch

Isabel Wilson

Three Center Grove Students Named to Indiana Junior All State Band
Three percussion students from Center Grove Middle School North were
named to the Indiana Junior All State Band. The two 8th grade students,
Adam Irons and Aidan Welch, and one 7th grade student, Isabel Wilson,
sent recordings to audition for the group. They were chosen from hundreds
of 7th, 8th, and 9th grade students who auditioned. They will perform during
the Indiana Music Educators Conference in Fort Wayne January 12-14,
2017.

UPDATE: CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS
Center Grove Begins Process to Build New Elementary School
Center Grove's elementary population is nearing capacity for the current school buildings. The district has started the
process to build a new school. If growth continues, a new
school will be needed as soon as the 2019-2020 school year.
"We have managed to keep most of our average class sizes at
the elementary schools within the Ideal Ranges as identified
by the Board by adding several new teachers," said Dr. Rich
Arkanoff, superintendent. "But we can only manage class sizes
if we have room for those classes. This year, most of our buildings are at a point where we can't add more sections."
Research shows students have more educational success
when their elementary school is around 800. Adding classrooms to schools to create mega-elementary schools would
ultimately not be in the best interest for students' education.
Waiting to build a new school will mean they'll spend more
time in portable classrooms.
For the last two years, Center Grove has set a record high for the number of kindergarten enrollments. The district has
also seen an increase in the number of elementary students moving into existing neighborhoods.
Elementary enrollment is projected to surpass 4,000 at the start of the 2019-2020 school (see chart above). That number is just 30 students below the maximum ideal capacity in each elementary school. Because the process to plan,
finance, design, and build a new school will take approximately 30 months, the process needs to begin as soon as
possible.
Dr. Paul Gabriel, chief financial officer, says Center Grove has the capacity to build the new school without impacting the current school district tax rate of $1.00. "The district's existing debt will be paid down in time to replace it with
the payments for the new school," said Dr. Gabriel. "This is similar to paying off one car payment and replacing it with
a new car payment. This will allow Center Grove's tax rate to remain unchanged."
(School—Continued on page 6)
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NEW SCHOOL LOCATION

CGHS Media Center

Safety, Security, & Stewardship Project Nearing End at CGHS
The Safety, Security, & Stewardship construction project at Center Grove
High School is in its final phases. Renovation of the high school's Media
Center and the Commons area that connects to the cafeteria are nearly
complete. This space was formerly occupied by administrative offices,
which were relocated next to the building's main entrance to allow for a
secure entrance to the school. The new commons area will help improve
traffic flow on the main floor of the building. The $20 million renovation
included upgraded finishes for all classrooms and offices throughout the
building, along with larger updates including:










Relocation of Main Office to be directly adjacent to Main Entrance
Addition of secure vestibule at Main Entrance
Addition of secure vestibule at West (Hall of Excellence) Entrance
Renovation of Media Center
Creation of student commons through center of building
Renovation of Science Labs
Expansion of two stairwells
ADA restroom upgrades throughout the building

The last phase of the project is the new Music wing on the northeast corner
of the school building. The new space will add 12,798 square feet on two
levels. It is expected to be fully completed by the end of January 2017.
All phases of this project were fully funded without Increasing tax rates for
White River Township residents. More information is available at
centergrove.k12.in.us/constructionproject.

(School—Cont’d. from page 5)

Center Grove Schools owns land
south on Morgantown Road where a
new school could be built. The
location is south of State Road 144
(see map above). Most of the recent
growth is in the southern half of
White River Township. Three new
neighborhoods have recently been
approved for a combined 742
homes.
Additional information is available at
centergrove.k12.in.us/newschool.

CGHS Student Activity Center
Beginning to Take Shape
Pre-cast panels in are in place
to form the walls of the Center
Grove High School Student
Activity Center addition. The
roof joists are scheduled to be
installed in the next two weeks.
Much of the site work was
completed in July, August, and
September.

CGHS Student Activity Center Site, December 5, 2016

The nearly $10 million addition will add 59,500 square feet of space to CGHS without increasing the tax rate for White
River Township residents. The addition will serve a wide range of needs of the school's nearly 2,500 students and help
alleviate the lack of gym and indoor practice/gathering space. The addition will also expand the current weight
room to 7,500 square feet. The weight room expansion will alleviate the safety concern created by the volume of
students working in the current space constraints. The original concept for the space includes a multi-purpose floor,
four basketball courts, a 200-meter track, and an elevated walking track. The project is expected to be completed
by November, 2017. More information is available at centergrove.k12.in.us/activitycenter.
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