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CGHS NAMED STATE WINNER
IN NATIONAL STEM CONTEST

from our

“Our design is
for an expanding
material that uses
an exothermic
reaction to release
heat and enhance
heat retention,” said
Agrawal. “It could
be used as a cheap
blanket or to help
keep a mobile home
warmer.”

CGHS seniors Athulya Nair, Mahek Agrawa, and Madison Hammill
with their teacher, Andrea Teevan

Center Grove High School is a state winner in
the 10th annual Samsung “Solve for Tomorrow
Contest.” The contest is a nationwide
competition that encourages students in
grades 6-12 to creatively use STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering and Math) skills to
solve a community challenge. More than 2,000
entries were submitted and only 300 schools,
including four others in Indiana, have been
selected as state finalists.
CGHS seniors Madison Hammill, Athulya
Nair, and Mahek Agrawal submitted a
proposal addressing the improper sealing of
infrastructures in our underprivileged sectors
that may lack access to rudimentary facilities
and comforts. Nair says that it the idea
combined all their interests together. They
wanted to come up with something that would
help their community.

Andrea Teevan, who
teaches Project Lead
the Way courses in
Biomedical Science
and Biomedical
Innovations, is
overseeing the project.

“They are very innovative” said Teevan. “It is
exciting to see what our students can do and
what others who have graduated have moved
on to do.”
The contest includes four rounds of judging. As
a state winner, CGHS received a $15,000
prize package and video kit. Teevan also
received a Samsung tablet for her classroom.
Samsung will announce 20 national finalists
in March. Those schools will receive a $50,000
prize package and the opportunity to present
their prototypes to a panel of judges in April.
Those judges will select five national winners
who will receive $100,000 in technology
and classroom materials, and earn trip to
Washington, DC to present their projects to
members of Congress.

DANIELS ELECTED PRESIDENT OF
CGCSC BOARD OF SCHOOL TRUSTEES
The Center Grove Board of School Trustees
elected officers for 2020 during their first
meeting of the year on Tuesday, January 7th.
Rob Daniels was named to succeed Carol
Tumey as President of the Board. Rob is in his
first term on the Board.
The Board elected Jack Russell as Vice

Grove Gazette | January 2020 | Page 1

President and
Joe Hubbard as
Secretary. Other
members of the
board include
Carol Tumey and
Scott Alexander.

Superintendent

Thank you for
taking the time to
learn more about
Center Grove
Schools. The support
of our community is
vitally important to
our school district.
Our sincere thanks
goes out to all of
the volunteers who
worked diligently
Dr. Rich Arkanoff
for months to raise
funds and build support for the November
referendum. We appreciate their dedication
to doing what is best for our students. We
thank our school board members for giving
us the opportunity to ask our community to
make this investment in the safety, security,
mental health and behavioral supports for our
students. We also thank our teachers, staff,
and community members who came out to
support our students.
We must continue to move forward toward
our goals of improved safety and security,
and added mental health and classroom
behavioral supports for our students. The
board is steadfast in its commitment to these
investments but does not support pursuing
this referendum in the future. We plan to
work what we can into our budgets over the
next 5-10 years, as funding allows. We are also
continuing to pursue partnerships that would
benefit our students.
While ultimately we did not receive enough
support to pass the referendum, we did hear
a lot of positive comments about our school
district, our buildings, and our staff. Our
teachers and staff are dedicated professionals
who have devoted their careers to serving the
students of Center Grove. We are fortunate
that these talented individuals have chosen to
serve our students in our community.
Thank you for your support as we continue
to strive to provide exceptional educational
opportunities for all students.

Rob Daniels

Sincerely,
Richard A. Arkanoff, Ed.D.
Superintendent
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CGHS CHOOSES DAR GOOD
CITIZEN NOMINEE
Center Grove High
School senior Calista
Stafford is the CGHS
nominee for the
Daughters of the
American Revolution
Good Citizens Program
and Scholarship
Contest. Calista will
participate in the
Calista Stafford
scholarship program
at the state level, and, if chosen, continue to
compete at the national level. Two national
winners will be invited to Washington, DC to
attend the Continental Congress and will be
awarded a $5,000 scholarship.

CGHS AWARDED INMAC
MANUFACTURING GRANT

Center Grove High School has been honored
with a $1,000 2019-2020 INMaC Manufacturing
Micro-Grant. The award provides grant funding
to schools who implement creative ways to
enhance youth and adult experiences in the
manufacturing industry.
The Indiana Manufacturing Competitiveness
Center (IN-MaC) is hosted by Purdue
University and delivered in partnership with
Ivy Tech Community College and Vincennes
University. The program aims to catalyze
growth and reinvigorate the American dream
for future generations by by addressing
challenges such as: shortage of trained workers
capable of filling open positions; integration of
modern technologies and practices throughout
the value chain; and smart investments in
research with near-term applications to
strengthen our manufacturing ecosystem.

CGHS JUNIOR HONORED
FOR HIS TRIBUTE FOR
VETERANS

CGHS junior Landon Blackwell,
Board member Joe Hubbard

The CGCSC Board of School Trustees awarded
Center Grove High School junior Landon
Blackwell its Shining Star Award at Thursday’s
board meeting. For the last 2 years, Landon
has placed close to 3000 flags on the graves of
veterans in Johnson County. He started what
he calls the “No Fallen Soldiers Left Behind”
project using his own money. A year ago, he
started accepting donations and received 500
flags from a local American Legion. This year,
his goal was to place nearly 1,000 flags before
Veterans Day, and to help reach this goal,
his friends from his youth group came out
with him to help place flags at Greenwood
Cemetery.
Landon says he was inspired by the Wounded
Warrior project and his own relatives who
served. They include his uncle, Jeremy, and
paternal grandfather, Bill, who are Navy
veterans; his maternal step-grandfather, Pete,
who is an Army veteran serving 35 years. His
late maternal grandfather, Tom, was a pilot in
the Vietnam War and served two tours of duty
which included 943 combat missions. Landon
plans to join the US Air Force after high school.
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CGCSC TEACHER LEADERSHIP PROGRAM GRADUATES 17

CGCSC 2019-20 tLEAD Graduates and Administrators

The Center Grove Teacher Leadership
Exploration and Development (tLEAD)
program honored its 2019-20 class on
Thursday, January 23rd. tLEAD gives Center
Grove teachers an opportunity to explore
leadership skills, grow professionally, and go
back to their school community to share new
skills. The group met for nine months to study
leadership techniques and applications.
“We are proud of our tLEAD teacher
graduates for their work and dedication
to their professional and personal growth,”
said Nora Hoover, assistant superintendent
of Teaching & Learning. “I feel fortunate to

work in a district which dedicates resources
and supports meaningful development
opportunities for teachers.”
This year’s graduates include: Kim Andrews,
CGES; Sara (Miller) Baumer, WGES; Ashley
Bennett, CGHS; Jared Blinn, CGES; January
Bowen, MSN; Hannah Canterbury, CGES;
Chelsea Colwell, PGES; Olivia Foor, MSC;
Allison Harris, NGES; Natalie Hough, PGES;
Leland Kinnett, MSC; Cortni (Henry) Nourie,
SGES; Caitlyn Nowak, NGES; Debra Oakes,
WGES; Jennifer Quesenberry, SGES; Alice
Thompson, CGHS; and Cassandra Turner,
MGES.

SCHOOLS HONOR VETERANS

Staff Sgt. John Davis

Sugar Grove Elementary School celebrated
their veterans Monday, November 11 with
a reception, school program, and an honor
parade through the school. Students led the
program with the Pledge of Allegiance and
patriotic songs. The students then lined the
halls waving American flags, while thanking
those who have and are currently serving.
“We need heroes. And whether you’ve got a
medal around your neck or not everyone of
you is a hero to these kids and to all of our
community and for that we thank you. We
thank you for being here today and we honor
your service,” Mark Koenig, Sugar Grove music
teacher and Veterans Day committee member,
shared with the audience.

SGES Veteran Program

Center Grove High School also celebrated
Veterans Day on Monday, November 11 by
hosting a guest speaker, Staff Sgt. John Davis.
Davis spoke of his time in the Army with many
stories and advice for the student body on life
and how to continue to remember and thank
those in our military.
Center Grove Elementary, North Grove
Elementary, and Maple Grove Elementary
also held programs on Monday, November 11
to honor veterans. Pleasant Grove observed
the day with a silent dismissal. Walnut Grove
observed a silent dismissal and held classroom
events throughout the day.
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BRENNAN NAMED COORDINATOR OF
CONNECTED LEARNING
Kathryn (Katie) Brennan was named Center
Grove’s Coordinator of Connected Learning
on November 4th. Brennan’s appointment
was approved by the Center Grove Board of
School Trustees at its October 24th meeting.
Brennan has served as the Director of
Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment
for Jennings County School Corporation
for the last two years. Prior to that role,
she spent two years as the Director of
Outreach, Division of Social Improvement
for the Indiana Department of Education
and three years as an assistant principal at
Shelbyville Central Schools. She began her
career in education in Franklin Township
Community School Corporation where
she spent six years as a teacher before
becoming an instructional coach.
“We were fortunate to have many
applicants for the Coordinator of Connected
Learning position. Katie Brennan was
the best fit for the needs and continued
development across our schools, with our
administrators and teachers, and within
the Teaching & Learning department,” said
Nora Hoover, assistant superintendent
of Teaching & Learning. “Her extensive

knowledge,
experience,
and success
as a building
and district
administrator
will serve
well our
corporation
and
community.”
Brennan
holds a
Katie Brennan
bachelor’s
degree in Elementary Education from
Indiana-Purdue University Indianapolis and
a master’s degree in Educational Leadership
from Indiana University in Bloomington.
She is a 1998 graduate of CGHS. She and
her husband, Eric (1999 CGHS graduate)
live in the Center Grove community with
their son, L.J., and daughter, Alexis.

CGHS SENIOR SERVES ON
IDOE ADVISORY COUNCIL

IDOE Senior Advisory Board

Center Grove High School senior Chloe
Walsh is among 11 students serving as
a member of the Indiana Department of
Education’s Fall 2019 Student Advisory
Council. The group met with the Dr.
Jennifer McCormick on October 9th at the
Indiana Statehouse to discuss Educator and
Student Wellness Action Steps, ILEARN,
and Graduation Pathways.
Students selected for the Advisory Council
are recommended by their high school
principal, actively involved involved in
their schools, and a positive role model for
others.

Brennan replaces Jenna Cooper who
was named Director of Technology for
Greenwood Schools in September.

TO DONATE

8th Grade Parent Night
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 29 . 7PM
CGHS AUDITORIUM

Welcome Class of 2024!
Join us as we explore the
exciting transition to high school
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CGHS STUDENT-ATHLETES RECEIVE SCHOLARSHIPS

HOOVER TO BE INDUCTED
INTO INDIANA HIGH
SCHOOL WRESTLING
HALL OF FAME
Center Grove
High School
teacher Cale
Hoover will be
inducted into
the Indiana
High School
Wrestling
Coaches
Association
Hall of Fame
in February.

(Front Row Left to Right: Kiyah Yeast, Jamie Brown, M.J. Hammill, Ashley Eck, Lexi Fair
Back Row Left to Right: Brayden Little, Drew Dillon, Bryce Eblin, Alex Heck)

Nine Center Grove High School studentathletes signed letters of intent to further their
educations and athletic careers in college on
Wednesday, November 6 Collegiate Signing
Day.
• Kiyah Yeast, University of Louisville (Track)
• Jamie Brown, Indiana State Univ. (Volleyball)

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

M.J. Hammill, Univ. of Wisconsin (Volleyball)
Ashley Eck, Indiana State Univ. (Volleyball)
Lexi Fair, Univ. of Southern Indiana (Softball)
Brayden Little, Ohio Univ. (Wrestling)
Drew Dillon, Olney Cent. College (Baseball)
Bryce Eblin, Univ. of Alabama (Baseball)
Alex Heck, Valparaiso Univ. (Golf)

BURTON TO BE INDUCTED INTO INDIANA HIGH
SCHOOL TENNIS HALL OF FAME

Debby Burton

Center
Grove High
School Tennis
Coach Debby
Burton will
be inducted
into the
Indiana High
School Tennis
Coaches
Association
(IHSTeCA)
Hall of Fame
in February.

Burton has coached in the Center Grove
school district for 29 years. She started
the middle school program for boys and
girls in 1992. Since 1999, she has been the
head coach of the girls’ high school team
and currently has a record of 295-123.
Her teams have won 15 Johnson County

championships, two MIC championships,
17 sectional titles, 13 regional and 5 semistate titles. She coached two state runnerup doubles teams and two state champion
doubles teams.

Cale Hoover
Hoover
coached wrestling at CGHS from 200618. Prior to CGHS, he coached wrestling
at Highland H.S. as an assistant for
three seasons. His teams have won six
sectional championships and six county
championships. He has coached 55
Johnson County champions, four Al Smith
Champions, three Olympic Conference
champions, 37 sectional champions,
25 regional champions, two semi-state
champions, 26 state qualifiers,12 state
medal winners, one state champion, and
one state runner-up. He was honored as the
2007 USA Wrestling Central Region Junior
Developmental Coach of the Year and 201516 IHSAA Regional Coach of the Year.

Hoover teaches Government, History, and
Economics at Center Grove High School.

During her tenure as the Girls Tennis Coach
at CG, Burton has been named the Indiana
Coaches Girls’ Sports Association District
Coach of the Year five times and State
Coach of the Year three times.
Additionally, Burton has been named the
IHSTeCA District Coach of the Year four
times and State Coach of the Year in 2019.
In 2006, she was the National Federation of
High Schools Coaches Association Sectional
Coach of the Year.
Burton teaches 7th Grade Math at CGMS
Central.

Grove Gazette | January 2020 | Page 5

