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Superintendent
Dear Community
Members,
We hope you have
been enjoying the
summer break.
As we shared
with parents and
staff earlier this
month, we are
in the process of
developing our 202021 Return to School
plan following our extended closure due
to COVID-19. We are working with our
administrators and teachers’ association to
develop that plan. The safety of our students
and staff remains our top priority. We are also
working to make as few changes as we can to
our school day and school calendar.

I have met with the superintendents of the
other Johnson County school district and
Johnson County health officials to develop
some guiding principles for reopening all of our
schools. We have developed a joint statement
that we have linked on our website at www.
centergrove.k12.in.us/COVID-19.
Johnson County Schools Guiding
Principles for 2020-21:
• Start school as scheduled with no
alteration to published school calendars
• Limit school building visitors
• Implement appropriate safety measures
as recommended by state and county
health officials. These measures include,
but are not limited to:
◦◦ Strongly encourage students and
staff members to wear masks with
masks required in some settings

◦◦

Provide frequent opportunities
for handwashing and/or hand
sanitation.
◦◦ Require students and staff to be fever
free (and fever-reducing medication
free) for 72 hours prior to returning
to school.
Options for CGCSC
Center Grove is working to provide two
instructional delivery models for students
in 2020-21: a Traditional School option and a
Virtual School option. We are still working
through the details for both of these options
with our administrators and teachers’
association.
Traditional School Option
With the Traditional School Option, all
(Cont. on page 2)

CGHS NAMES VALEDICTORIAN, SALUTATORIAN FOR THE CLASS OF 2020
Saturday, July 11, 2020 at 10:00
a.m. in the high school’s Ray
Skillman Football Stadium. A rain
date is planned for Sunday, July
12 at 2:00 p.m.

Vinay Bhamidipati, valedictorian

Anna Puderbaugh, salutatorian

Center Grove High School (CGHS) has
named Vinay Bhamidipati the Valedictorian
for the Class of 2020. Bhamidipati ended
the school year with a Grade Point Average
(GPA) of 4.846. He plans to attend Purdue
University to study Computer Engineering.
The 2020 CGHS Salutatorian is Anna
Puderbaugh who finished with a GPA of 4.81.
Puderbaugh plans to attend the University of
Kentucky where she will study Neuroscience/
Pre-Medical.
Bhamidipati and Puderbaugh are among
629 CGHS seniors who will graduate on
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One graduate plans to attend a
US service academy. Philip Golder
has accepted an appointment to
the US Air Force Academy. Two
students are enrolling in an ROTC
program, Luke Schmitt (Army)
and Lindsey Howard (Air Force).
Ten students have shared plans to
enlist in the military.

“In the most unusual ending to a school year
I have ever experienced in my career, I remain
optimistic about the future, knowing that this
class of fine young adults will be leaders of
tomorrow,” said Dr. Jeff Henderson, principal.
“They may have left the halls of CGHS
prematurely and without so many of the
traditional experiences of a “normal” year,
but I am confident that they have the
compassion, conviction, and preparation
to leave their mark on the world, no matter
what they choose to pursue after high school.
I wish them every success as they discover

what the future holds for them.”
Among the graduates, 317 seniors will receive
Core 40 with Academic Honors diplomas and
25 will receive the Core 40 with Technical
Honors diploma. To qualify for Academic
Honors, students must meet additional
requirements beyond the state mandates
for a Core 40 diploma, earn a total of at
least 47 credits that are recommended to
include additional math, world language,
and fine arts credits, and earn a GPA of a B
or better. Technical Honors recipients must
also meet state mandates for a Core 40
diploma, earn a total of at least 47 credits
that are recommended to include additional
math credits, earn a GPA of a B or better, and
complete either dual credits in a technical
area or additional career readiness criteria.
Forty-five seniors will receive an Associate’s
Degree in General Studies from Vincennes
University, along with their high school
diploma, through the CGHS Early College
program. Sixty-three students will receive a
30-hour General Education Core Certificate,
which means they have earned 30 credits in
general education courses that will transfer
to all state universities in Indiana.
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students would be onsite with appropriate
safety measures as recommended by state
and county health officials.
• eLearning: If CGCSC was directed by
the state to close one or all schools,
students would move to eLearning
during the closure. Once the closure
order was lifted, students would return
to the traditional school model.
• Blended: If CGCSC was directed by
the state to reduce the number of
students in our schools, a Blended
model would be implemented in which
we would alternate between 2-3 groups
of students who attend in person each
day. Those not in physical attendance
would eLearn. Once the reduction order
was lifted, students would return to the
traditional school model.
Virtual School Option
With the Virtual School Option, students
would learn fully online if their parents do not
want them to attend the traditional school
option due to personal or family health issues
or other concerns related to COVID-19.
Parents would be asked to commit to this
model for the entire semester or year.
This model would be offered K-12, if
enrollment is enough to fill a class.
Next Steps
We ask that each family fill out the survey to
share with us your preferences and concerns
regarding the upcoming school year. A link to
the survey was sent via email and is available
in Skyward Family Access and on our
COVID-19 website.
We will use this information over the next few
weeks as we work with our administrators
and teachers association to finalize the many
academic and logistic pieces of our 202021 Return to School plan. This plan will be
shared via email and posted on our district
website in early July.

2019-20 BUILDING TEACHERS
OF THE YEAR

LEGACY AWARDS & NEW
COMMUNICATION

View the ECA/Athletics Summer (Phase
1) Restrictions on our website at www.
centergrove.k12.in.us/COVID-19
All buildings and facilities will remain closed
to outside groups through the summer.
More Information
In early July, we will share the 2020-21 Return
to School plan with you and give you an
opportunity to choose which option is best
for each of your students. We will also be
surveying our staff to get their feedback and
choices on options available to them.
We will continue to monitor guidance and
recommendations from Governor Holcomb,
Indiana Department of Education, Indiana
Department of Health, and Johnson County
Health Department as we work through these
plans.
The past few months have been difficult
for everyone and we are grateful for the
continued partnership, understanding, and
grace our staff has received from our parents
and community.
Sincerely,
Richard A. Arkanoff, Ed.D.
Superintendent

ELEVEN CGHS SENIORS NAMED
NATIONAL MERIT FINALISTS

9

10

Once we share the 2020-21 Return to School
plan, we will give you the opportunity to
choose which option is best for each of your
students.
Summer Activities/Athletics
Center Grove middle and high school
students will be allowed to return to extracurricular activities and athletics hosted at
their schools beginning Monday, July 6th.
This is “Phase 1” of this process and places
an emphasis on conditioning and/or specific
skills development. Restrictions will be in
place to protect students, their teammates,
and the coaching staff from contracting and/
or spreading COVID-19.

Back row: Joseph Sargent, Philip Golder,
Vinay Bhamidipati, Carter Dills, Joshua Stevenson,
Graham Kanwit; Front row: Jenna Hans, Olivia Gooch,
Anna Puderbaugh, Sophia Hagedorn, Jacob Miller

Eleven Center Grove High School
seniors have advanced to Finalist
standing in the 2020 National
Merit Scholarship Program. They
include Vinay Bhamidipati, Carter
Dills, Philip Golder, Olivia Gooch,
Sophia Hagedorn, Jenna Hans,
Graham Kanwit, Jacob Miller, Anna
Puderbaugh, Joseph Sargent, and
Joshua Stevenson. About 15,000
of the 16,000 Semifinalists named
in September 2019 have met all
requirements to advance to Finalist
standing in the competition. All
Finalists have an opportunity to
continue in the competition for
approximately 7,600 National Merit
Scholarships worth more than $31
million.

Grove Gazette | June 2020 | Page 2

Exceptional Educational
Experiences #E3CG

CGHS SENIORS HONORED
WITH INDIANA
BRILLIANT FIREFLY
AWARDS

CENTER GROVE HIGH SCHOOL NAMES TOP
20 STUDENTS OF THE CLASS OF 2020

State Representative John Young (R-District 47),
Richard Arkanoff II, Liam Price,
State Representative Dollyne Sherman (R-District 93),
and Superintendent Rich Arkanoff

Center Grove High School seniors Richard
Arkanoff II and Liam Price were honored with
the Lieutenant Governor’s Brilliant Firefly
Awards. The award is presented to young
Hoosiers who have distinguished themselves
by demonstrating outstanding community
service, exemplary academic achievement, and/
or exceptional leadership in their communities.
The awards were presented during a ceremony
recorded earlier and played during the CGCSC
Board of School Trustees May 26 meeting.
Indiana State Representatives John Young
(R-District 47) and Dollyne Sherman (R-District
93) were on hand for the presentation, while
Lieutenant Governor Suzanne Crouch joined
the presentation virtually.
Arkanoff received the award for his efforts to
create a memorial for CGCSC students and
staff members who died while attending or
employed by the school corporation.
Center Grove High School has named the
Top 20 Students in the Class of 2020. In lieu
of an in-person gathering, the students were
honored with a virtual event. Each student

recognized one elementary or middle school
teacher and one high school teacher who
inspired them during their academic career.

CGHS CLASS OF 2020 TOP 20 STUDENTS
Elizabeth Anderson
Purdue U., Biochemistry
Vinay Bhamidipati
Purdue U., Computer Engineering
Jenna Boha
Purdue U., Animal Science
Halle Booher
Westmont College, Santa Barbara, CA,
Biology
Philip Golder
US Air Force Academy, Undecided
Olivia Gooch
Undecided, Undecided
Sophia Hagedorn
Purdue U., Speech Pathology
Jenna Hans
Purdue U., Biomedical Engineering
Katelyn Jansen
U. of Cincinnati, Biomedical Engineering
Graham Kanwit
Undecided, International Relations
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Jacob Miller
Georgia Tech U., Physics
Gabriel Peters
Purdue U., Engineering
Lillian Peters
Indiana U., Speech Pathologist
David Pham
U. of Indianapolis, Biology/Chemistry
Anna Puderbaugh
U. of Kentucky, Neuroscience
Claire Rake
Truman State U., Business Administration &
Management
Calista Stafford
Indiana U., Political Science & Journalism
Joshua Stevenson
Purdue U., Computer Science
Luke Wiley
Cedarville U., Marketing
Zane York
Indiana U., Biology

Price was recognized for his role as a Youth
Ambassador for Special Olympics Indiana.
“You were such an example and a model to
other Hoosiers of what can be accomplished
and how important it is to include all Hoosiers
in our daily lives,” Lt. Governor Crouch said
of Price. “You are an example of courage and
you are also an example of inclusion in your
community.”
“It is certainly a testimony to your
commitment, your compassion for your
community, and your persistence,” Lt. Governor
Crouch said of Arkanoff. “Congratulations on
what you have done by giving back.”
“Indiana’s future is in great hands with the
two of you,” said Crouch. “Thank you for the
example you have set for Hoosiers all over our
state.”
Nominations for the Brilliant Firefly Awards
are limited to Hoosiers ages eighteen (18) and
under, and must be submitted by a member of
the Indiana General Assembly.

CGHS STUDENTS NAMED NATIONAL
FINALISTS IN NATIONAL STEM COMPETITION
Center Grove High School is a
Top 20 national finalist in the
10th annual Samsung “Solve for
Tomorrow Contest.” The contest
is a nationwide competition
that encourages students in
grades 6-12 to creatively use
STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Math) skills to
solve a community challenge.
Of the more than 2,000 entries
submitted, 100 were chosen as
state winners, and only 20 were
chosen as National Finalists.

Athulya Nair, Mahek Agrawal, Madison Hammill, and Andrea Teevan

CGHS seniors Mahek
Agrawal, Madison
Hammill, and Athulya
Nair submitted a
proposal for a product
that would provide

BOARD AWARDS SHINING STAR TO CGHS SENIOR
Center Grove High School senior Liam
Price received the Shining Star award
from the Board of School Trustees at its
May 26th meeting.

economical, temporary insulation
for homes and other structures.
Andrea Teevan, who teaches Project
Lead the Way courses in Biomedical
Science and Biomedical Innovations,
is overseeing the project. The contest
included four rounds of judging. As
a national finalist, CGHS earned a
$50,000 prize package.
The students were awarded a Shining
Star from the CGCSC Board of
Trustees in June for their impressive
performance in the competition.

CG ROBOTICS TEAM WINS
PRESTIGIOUS
AWARD AT COMPETITION
FIRST Robotics
Team 1741 Red
Alert Robotics
based in Center
Grove High
School is proud to
announce it won
the prestigious
“Chairman’s
Award” at the Bloomington district
competition in March. This award “honors
the team that best represents a model for
other teams to emulate and best embodies the
purpose and goals of FIRST” Since January
4, 2020 FIRST Team 1741 Red Alert Robotics
has been working on a robot to compete in
this year’s game, “Infinite Recharge.SM” The
team also did well in the robot competition by
finishing the qualification matches as the 7th
ranked alliance captain out of 32 teams.

Price was one of 14 students from across
the country, chosen as a U.S. Youth
Ambassador for Special Olympics. He
has spoken to thousands of students at
Champions Together Rally events. He is
passionate about sharing his personal
story and helping them understand
the impact unified sports had in his life
Superintendent Rich Arkanoff, Cindy, Liam, & Jon Price
and can have in other students’ lives.
school community
This mission and passion even led him to
Capitol Hill where he advocated for more state - Encouraged teamwork and collaboration
Red Alert Robotics is in their 15th year of
within the Center Grove Community School
funding for programs and school initiatives
competition. This is their sixth Chairman’s
Corporation or community
directed towards full inclusion for individuals
Award.
- Initiated a positive change
with intellectual disabilities. Price puts others
first and does what he can to make others feel
good and make Center Grove - and beyond - a
better place.
CGMSN STUDENTS SWEEP
Price will attend the University of Indianapolis
this fall where he was awarded the Senator
Richard Lugar Academic Recognition
Scholarship.
The Shining Star is awarded to a nominee
who exhibits actions that go beyond his/her
normal job duties or daily responsibilities. The
nominee must demonstrate that he/she went
above and beyond in one of four areas. He or
she must have:
- Made a difference in the life of someone else
- Fostered a more productive workplace or

SERTOMA CLUB’S ESSAY
COMPETITION

Center Grove Middle School North students
swept the Greenwood Sertoma Club’s “What
Freedom Means to Me” essay contest in
April.
• 1st place: Sierra McLaughlin
• 2nd place: Will Hendel
• 3rd place: Mariam Jasim
• 4th place: Aarit Raju
Top: Sierra McLaughlin, Will Hendel
Bottom: Mariam Jasmin, Aarit Raju
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CGHS JUNIOR AWARDED
NATIONAL SCHOLASTIC ART
MEDAL

CGHS ART STUDENTS RECEIVE 79 SCHOLASTIC ART AWARDS;
14 ENTRIES ADVANCE TO NATIONAL COMPETITION
Center Grove High School
art students earned 79
awards, including 14
prestigious Gold Keys, in
the 11th Annual Scholastics
Art Regional Awards. The
Scholastic Art & Writing
Awards are presented by
the Alliance for Young
Artists & Writers, which is
a non-profit dedicated to
identifying students with
exceptional artistic and
literary talent.

Elyse Roge

Front row (L-R): Elyse Roge, Magdalene Joseph, Charlie Dilk, Jaycee Raidon,
CGHS students also
Madelyn Yaden, Samantha Catalano, Ross Dowell;
received 17 Silver Key
Back row (L-R): Jolie Weilhamer, Elizabeth Boas, Danielle Harrell, John Brooks,
awards and 48 Honorable
Meredith Hallett, Jonathan Jeffries; Not pictured: Ezra Lopez
Mention awards. The 14
Gold Key winners had their
Student work is judged on the awards’ core
works displayed in a virtual gallery. Gold Key
values of originality, technical skill, and the
works have been judged nationally by a panel
emergence of personal voice or vision. To see
of creative-industry experts to receive National the list of Center Grove High School award
Medals.
winners, go to www.centergrove.k12.in.us/
2020artscholastics .

CGHS WRITERS HONORED WITH SCHOLASTIC
WRITING AWARDS
Artists & Writers, which is a non-profit
dedicated to identifying students with
exceptional artistic and literary talent.
The Gold Key winners include
Andrew Dile, sophomore, for his story,
“Outrunning Fate,” and Calista Stafford,
senior, for her memoir, “Rose.”

Calista Stafford and Andrew Dile

Four Center Grove High School students
earned awards for writing, including two
prestigious Gold Keys, in the 11th Annual
Scholastic Art & Writing Awards. The awards
are presented by the Alliance for Young

Center Grove High
School junior Elyse
Roge is the recipient of
a National Medal for
photography through
the 2020 Scholastic
Awards. The Alliance
for Young Artists
& Writers awards
students who exhibit
exceptional artistic and
literary talent.

More than 110,000 students submitted nearly
320,000 works of art and writing to the 2020
Scholastic Awards. Regional Gold Key winners
advance to the national competition where
they are reviewed by some of the foremost
leaders in the visual and literary arts for
excellence in originality, technical skill, and
the emergence of a personal voice or vision.
Only 3,000 works received a National Medal,
which ranks them among the top 1% of all
submissions.
“Elyse is a talented artist and always gives
her best effort,” said Jackie Fowler, CGHS
visual arts teacher. “She is a keen observer
and intentional in her work. This award
is well deserved! Not many people would
have stopped to capture such a moment on
film. Such a prestigious national honor is a
validation for our artists and I am proud she
was recognized.”
Roge’s photograph has been published in
an online gallery at artandwriting.org. She
will also be listed in the Yearbook 2020, a
companion publication to The Best Teen
Art and The Best Teen Writing anthologies
which feature a selection of work by National
Medalists.

Kathryn Plunkett, sophomore, won
a Silver Key for her poem, “Life and
Death.” Andrew Hodges, sophomore,
received an Honorable Mention in the
Journalism category for “The Negative
Effects of Animal Agriculture.”
Gold Key works have been judged nationally
by a panel of creative-industry experts based
on core values of originality, technical skill, and
the emergence of personal voice or vision.
Gold Medal Winner “Shapes from Above”

Grove Gazette | June 2020 | Page 5

CGHS STUDENT COUNCIL HONORED AS NATIONAL GOLD COUNCIL OF EXCELLENCE
FOR 3RD CONSECUTIVE YEAR
The National Student Council (NatStuCo) has named Center Grove
High School’s Student Council a 2020 National Gold Council of
Excellence for the third consecutive year.
“CGHS student council works diligently to make our school a better
place,” said Tracy McMahen, assistant principal. “From planning events
to foster school spirit or hosting MIC and county leadership seminars,
our members and sponsors go above and beyond every time. We are so
proud of all they do for our school and for others.”
To meet the requirements for the National Council of Excellence
Award, a student council must meet a variety of criteria. In addition
to basic requirements such as a written constitution, regular meetings,
a democratic election process, the councils have demonstrated
successful sponsorship and participation in activities such as leadership
development and service to the school and community. Councils
awarded the gold level of the award have successfully demonstrated the
highest levels of leadership.

CGHS JUNIOR NAMED TO
IHSAA STUDENT ADVISORY
COMMITTEE
Center Grove High
School junior Raef Sauer
is among 18 high school
student-athletes from
around Indiana chosen
to serve as members
of the 2020-21 IHSAA
Student Advisory
Committee (SAC).
The students will receive
hands-on leadership
Raef Sauer
experience in various
areas via several IHSAA-sponsored events, as
well as serve as a voice to the IHSAA staff.
Each year, the IHSAA receives nominations
from school principals on behalf of studentathletes from IHSAA member schools. Nine
incoming juniors are invited to join the group
of nine returning seniors.

2019-20 CGHS Student Council

HAGEDORN NAMED 2020 INDIANA ACADEMIC ALL-STAR
Center Grove
High School
senior Sophia
Hagedorn was
named one of
40 2020 Indiana
Academic
All-Stars by
the Indiana
Association
of School
Principals
(IASP). The
seniors were
Sophia Hagedorn
chosen from 280
nominees from the state’s private and public
accredited schools.
This award recognizes seniors who not only
excel in the classroom, but also are actively

involved in their schools and communities, and
take on leadership roles in those activities.
Each school in Indiana chooses one senior
for consideration based on their SAT or
ACT score combined with their grade-point
average, academic achievements and honors,
academic courses, academic and non-academic
extracurricular activities, community service
and leadership qualities.
This program gives a platform to showcase
academically talented seniors. Sponsors such
as DePauw University, Indiana University
Bloomington, Purdue University, the Indiana
Association of School Principals, and Herff
Jones provide these awards to salute academic
excellence, motivate students to recognize the
value of academic excellence, and promote a
positive image of Indiana’s young people.

CGHS JUNIORS
HONORED FOR
EXCEPTIONAL PSAT
SCORES
Idiatou Barry

Katie DeGeyter

Isaac Rodriguez

Three Center Grove High School juniors were honored by the College Board for their
outstanding PSAT scores:
•
•
•

Idiatou Barry - National African American Recognition Scholar
Katie DeGeyter - National Indigenous Recognition Scholar
Isaac Rodriguez - National Hispanic Recognition Scholar

These recognitions are awarded to students whose PSAT scores are in the top 2.5%. The program
is used by colleges to identify academically exceptional African American, Indigenous, and
Hispanic students.
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CGHS STUDENTS PART OF AWARD-WINNING TAKE
DOWN TOBACCO DAY CAMPAIGN

Tatum Hacker

Ananya Kartik

Center Grove High School juniors
Tatum Hacker and Ananya Kartik are
part of the Empowered Youth Coalition,
which was honored as one of the top 10
campaigns across the nation for Take
Down Tobacco Day on March 18th. The
campaign took place during that first
week of shutdown. You can see their entire
Tobacco Day campaign and several other
campaigns they have done this year on
their Instagram page: instagram.com/
empowerbethemajority.

CGHS STUDENT-ATHLETES RECEIVE SCHOLARSHIPS

RODMAN NAMED
NEXT SUGAR GROVE
ELEMENTARY PRINCIPAL
Kristin Rodman will
become the new
principal of Sugar Grove
Elementary in July.
Rodman’s appointment
has been approved by
the Center Grove Board
of School Trustees at its
May 26, 2020 meeting.
Rodman has served as
the assistant principal for
Center Grove Elementary for three years. She
spent two years at Center Grove Middle School
Central as dean of students. Prior to that, she
taught special education at Middle School
Central.
Kristin Rodman

“I have been blessed to be able to invest in our
Center Grove Community for the last 14 years,
and I am overjoyed to be able to continue that
as part of the Sugar Grove Elementary Family!”
said Rodman. “I look forward to getting to
know each individual that makes Sugar Grove
such a special place.”
“Kristin has proven herself to be a strong,
compassionate leader and educator both as
an assistant principal and dean of students,”
said Dr. Rich Arkanoff, superintendent. “We
are confident that she will be a great fit for the
talented teachers and staff at Sugar Grove.”
Ethan Crowe, Kelti Wise, Brooke York, Caleb Tidd, Peyton Short

Five Center Grove High School student-athletes signed letters of intent to continue their
educations and athletic careers in college on the Wednesday, February 5th Collegiate Signing
Day.
• Ethan Crowe, Ball State University (Football)
• Kelti Wise, Findlay University (Soccer)
• Brooke York, Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis (Softball)
• Caleb Tidd, Ave Maria University-FL (Golf)
• Peyton Short, University of Southern Indiana (Golf)
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Rodman holds a bachelor’s degree in
Exceptional Need-Severe Interventions and a
master’s degree in Education Administration
and Supervision, both from Ball State. She
and her husband, Matt, have two children,
Brady and Zoey. Rodman will replace Jessie
Hyde who has resigned her position to pursue
another opportunity.

School News
FOSNAUGH NAMED DIRECTOR OF MENTAL HEALTH AND
SCHOOL COUNSELING
Heather Fosnaugh,
MA, LMHC, NCC
was named Director
of Mental Health and
School Counseling
for Center Grove
Community School
Corporation
(CGCSC). Fosnaugh’s
appointment was
Heather Fosnaugh approved by the CGCSC
Board of School Trustees at its February 20,
2020 meeting.
Fosnaugh is the first to hold this position.
Among her duties in this role, Fosnaugh will
work to plan strategic implementation of
mental health and behavioral supports for
Center Grove students. She will also provide
district wide leadership in the development,
implementation, and management of a
comprehensive school counseling program
and lead the district’s Mental Health Task
Force.
“Heather has a wealth of both behavioral
and mental health experience,” said Dr.
Rich Arkanoff, superintendent. “We are very

pleased to bring her back to Center Grove in
this important role.”
Fosnaugh has 16 years of behavioral and
mental health experience. She most recently
worked at Sandra Eskenazi Mental Health
Center in Indianapolis where she started
as a clinician before moving to a Clinical
Supervisor role and then Clinical Program
Coordinator. She began her career as a
school counselor at Maple Grove Elementary
School.
“I’m very happy to be returning to Center
Grove. CGCSC is a leader in academic
achievement, and it’s so wonderful that the
team also has such a strong commitment to
supporting the mental health and wellness of
our students,” said Fosnaugh.
Fosnaugh holds a Bachelor of Science degree
in Psychology and a Master of Arts degree
in Mental Health Counseling from Ball State
University. She is a Licensed Mental Health
Counselor (LMHC) and a School Counselor,
is a National Certified Counselor, and holds
a certification in Trauma-Focused Cognitive
Behavioral Therapy.

JANSEN NAMED ASST. PRINCIPAL AT CGES
Greg Jansen will become
the Assistant Principal
of Center Grove
Elementary on July 1.
Jansen’s appointment
was approved by the
CGCSC Board of School
Trustees at its June 18th
meeting.
Greg Jansen

Jansen taught as a

science teacher at CGMSN for six years before
moving to the Monroe County Community
School Corporation where he served as
Assistant Principal at Grandview Elementary
School. He has also taught science at Chapel
Hill in Wayne Township.
Jansen holds a Bachelor of Science in
Education from Indiana University and a
Master’s in Educational Leadership and
Supervision from Ball State University.

PHILLIPS NAMED DISTRICT
9 ELEMENTARY PRINCIPAL
OF THE YEAR
The Indiana Association
of School Principals
(IASP) has chosen Brooke
Phillips, principal of
Maple Grove Elementary
School, as its 2020 District
9 Elementary Principal of
the Year.
“Brooke is passionate
about serving the needs
Brooke Phillips
of her students and
staff,” said Dr. Rich Arkanoff, superintendent.
“She has a huge heart and works every day
to provide a student-centered environment
where students can receive the best foundation
possible.”
“I am humbled and honored to have been
named the District 9 Principal of the Year.
Each day I get to serve the most amazing
students, families, staff, and community,” said
Phillips. “This award is representative of what
we do together at Maple Grove, as we are
truly a team. I am incredibly grateful for my
district colleagues and our collaboration as
well. I love the kids, I love my staff and fellow
administrators, and I am grateful every day for
this opportunity to be a principal.”
Phillips has led Maple Grove Elementary since
2011. Before moving to Center Grove, she
served as an elementary principal in Edinburgh
and as a teacher in Carmel. This is her 13th
year as an elementary principal and 21st year
as an elementary educator.
Phillips will be recognized on Sunday,
November 22, 2020 as part of the 2020
Principals of the Year Recognition Celebration,
during the IASP’s annual Fall Professional
Conference.
District Elementary Principals of the Year
are elected by their peers. One principal is
honored from each of the 12 districts. District
9 is located in south central Indiana and is
made up of Bartholomew, Brown, Jackson,
Johnson, Lawrence, Monroe and Morgan
Counties. From these 12 District Elementary
Principal winners, one is chosen as the 2020
State Elementary Principal of the Year. The
State winner will be announced at the award
celebration.
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School News
CENTER GROVE HONORS CARRIE SUMNEY, DISTRICT TEACHER OF THE YEAR,
2019-20 BUILDING TEACHERS OF THE YEAR
Center Grove Middle School Central teacher Carrie Sumney
is the 2019-20 Center Grove Community School Corporation
Teacher of the Year. The top honor was announced during a
virtual Teacher of the Year Celebration on May 7, 2020.
Sumney has been a physical education teacher at Center Grove
for her entire 24-year teaching career. She was chosen by a
Franklin College committee from the Teachers of the Year for
each building.
“Being named Teacher of the Year anywhere would be an honor,
but to represent the outstanding school district of Center
Grove is a true privilege,” said Sumney. “I am surrounded by
outstanding teachers, any of whom could receive this distinction.
I feel blessed to be an extension of them, who work together to
continually grow in making connections with students
and daily go above and beyond to meet the needs of our CG
families. I am a better teacher because of this family of teachers
of whom I have the privilege of working alongside.”
As Teacher of the Year, Sumney will receive $1,000, courtesy of
Wallman Financial, LLC to spend in her classroom.
(L-R) Craig Smith, Center Grove Middle School Central
principal; Ron Wallman, Wallman Financial, LLC;
Carrie Sumney, CGCSC Teacher of the Year;
Dr. Rich Arkanoff, superintendent

Along with the district’s Teacher of the Year award, each
school’s Teacher of the Year winner, and Legacy Award winners
were also recognized in a virtual ceremony you can find on
www.centergrove.k12.in.us/teacherawards.

2019-20 BUILDING TEACHERS OF THE YEAR

Cindy Cullom, CGHS

January Bowen, CGMSN

Bobbi Peterson, CGES

Ron Hobson, MGES

Carrie Sumney, CGMSC,
CGCSC Teacher of the Year
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Melissa Gardner, NGES

Heather Garvey, PGES

Susan Henninger, SGES

Stephanie Dodson, WGES

Visit Us | www.centergrove.k12.in.us

CG HONORS 2019-20 LEGACY AWARD WINNERS
Center Grove honored 49 current, former, and retired teachers with Legacy Awards. Center
Grove High School seniors each nominate the teacher who has made the greatest impact
on them during their time in Center Grove schools. The 2020 Legacy Awards and Teacher of
the Year Celebration was held virtually on May 7, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. The link to the awards
page is www.centergrove.k12.in.us/teacherawards. This year’s winners include:

Center Grove E.S.

Krista Nelson, principal
Amanda Ardizzone*
Stephen Blackburn*
Malia Casper
Teresa “Terry” West (Retired)

Maple Grove E.S.

Brooke Phillips, principal
Tami Cuskaden
Ron Hobson
Nancy McDowell*
Wendy Schmidt (Retired)

North Grove E.S.

Ron Siner, principal
Luann Luck (Award from PGES)
Penny Poynter (Retired)
Sandra Serpico (Award from MGES)

Pleasant Grove E.S.

Trael Kelly, principal
Randy Allen (Retired)
Jennifer Fields (Award from SGES)
Debra Shaw*
Amy Traut

Center Grove M.S.
Central

Sugar Grove E.S.

Craig Smith, principal
Dan Andersen
Anthony Bell
Debby Burton
Andrea McCoy*
Brandon Painter
Susan Porter
Brian Quinlan
Gary Robinson
Jeanne Schwartz

NGES)

Center Grove M.S. North

Jessie Hyde, principal
Jodi Barth
Mark Koeing
Nancy Sawa (Retired)
Mindy Vanderveen (Award from

Walnut Grove E.S.

Brian Proctor, principal
Jason Mueller (Award from SGES)
Jennifer Ridens (Award from SGES)

Richard Miller (Retired)
Jeff Peterson
Jacinda Reardon
Joe Shimp
Meg Witt

Center Grove H.S.

Davin Harpe, PhD, principal
Pam Calvert (Award from SGES)
Michelle Carter
Amy Harmon
Greg Jansen*
Andrew McRoberts

Jeff Henderson, EdD, principal
Jacob Burskey (Award from MSN)
Katie DeArmitt
Adam Gaff
Eric Howe
Dawna Montgomery
Jared Norman
Brent Schulz
Ryan Spoonmore
Josh Surface
* Denotes no longer with CGCSC

CGCSC TO LAUNCH NEW COMMUNICATION PLATFORM TO FACILITATE
STRONGER SCHOOL-HOME CONNECTION IN JULY
Center Grove Community School Corporation will launch ParentSquare in July, a simple and collaborative school-home communication platform
designed to reach and engage every parent, ensuring all parents have the opportunity to actively participate in their children’s education. By
unifying multiple tools into one platform, ParentSquare provides an improved and seamless experience for parents and staff. Parents will be able
to keep track of news, activities, and events from all their children’s schools in one place. ParentSquare can be accessed on computers or mobile
devices.
Center Grove hopes that ParentSquare’s
intuitive, two-way platform will improve
communication between families, schools,
and the district. With ParentSquare, parents
will be able to enjoy pictures posted by
teachers, sponsors and coaches, fill out forms
and permission slips, sign up for volunteer
opportunities, and much more. School staff
and parents can engage in both one-on-one
and group messaging with real-time language
translation. Parents/guardians will receive a
link with sign up instructions in July. The app is
available to download today.
For more information on ParentSquare, please
visit www.parentsquare.com.
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