NINE CENTER GROVE HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS NAMED
NATIONAL MERIT SEMIFINALISTS

from our

Superintendent

Dr. Rich Arkanoff

(L-R:) Jaxon Mann, Christina Monev, Rahul Appaji, Sapna Vyas, Jacob Tallman, Hemaksi Vat, and
Conor Roach. (Not pictured: Taylor Jarosinski, Bryce Rayner)

Nine Center Grove High School seniors were
named Semifinalists in the National Merit
Scholarship Program. They are Rahul Appaji,
Taylor Jarosinski, Jaxon Mann, Christina
Monev, Bryce Rayner, Conor Roach, Jacob
Tallman, Hemaksi Vats, and Sapna Vyas.
Approximately 16,000 Semifinalists were
chosen from the highest scorers in each state
for the 66th annual National Merit Scholarship
Program. These high school seniors have an
opportunity to continue in the competition for
some 7,600 National Merit Scholarships worth
more than $30 million that will be offered next
spring.

The Semifinalists represent fewer than one
percent of U.S. high school seniors. From the
approximately 16,000 Semifinalists, about
15,000 are expected to advance to the Finalist
level, and in February they will be notified
of this designation. To become a Finalist,
the Semifinalists and their high school must
submit a detailed scholarship application,
which includes information about the students’
academic record, participation in school and
community activities, demonstrated leadership
abilities, employment, and honors and awards
received.

As we pass the mid-way point for this
semester, I would like to share my sincere
appreciation for the dedication and hard work
of our faculty and staff. They have risen to
every one of the many challenges with which
we have been faced during this extraordinary
year. We have been so impressed with our
students who are doing great things under less
than ideal circumstances. This is a tribute to
our families and community. We thank you
for your patience, grace and support as we
navigate this COVID-19 Pandemic together.
I hope you can take some time to relax and
enjoy your families during the upcoming Fall
Break. Remember to continue to wear your
masks and take precautions to limit exposure
during this time, so we can continue to provide
in-person education for our students.
Sincerely,
Richard A. Arkanoff, Ed.D.
Superintendent

CGHS SENIOR NAMED COLLEGE BOARD NATIONAL
RECOGNITION PROGRAM SCHOLAR
The College Board National Recognition Program
recognized Center Grove High School senior Idiatou
Barry as a College Board National Recognition Program
Scholar. The Programs create pathways to college
for students from underrepresented communities by
awarding them academic honors and connecting them
with universities across the country. Colleges use these
honors to identify students from underrepresented
Idiatou Barry
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groups who have excelled on their PSAT/NMSQT and in
their classrooms.
Invitations are extended to students who scored in the
top 2.5% of PSAT/NMSQT test takers and who identify
as one or more of the following: African American,
Hispanic American or Latinx, Indigenous, or attend
school in a rural area, or are from a small town.

RETURN TO SCHOOL UPDATE

IN THIS ISSUE

Center Grove Schools has created a
dashboard at www.centergrove.k12.in.us/
Status to provide families, staff, and
community members with information
about the COVID-19 Pandemic is impacting
our schools. The safety of our students
and staff remains our top priority as we
work to provide an exceptional educational
experience for all students during this
extraordinary time.
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CGHS ROBOTICS EARNS
STATE CHAMPIONSHIP
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The district has implemented additional
safety measures as recommended, including
requiring face coverings for students and
staff, facilitating social distancing where
possible, and putting in place a thorough
3-step cleaning process in all school
buildings and buses. A Virtual School
option was made available at the start of
the school year for families who prefer an
online, rather than physical school building
this year. Administrators, school board
members, and our teachers’ association
have worked together to make as few
changes as possible to our school day and
school calendar.

CGCSC OFFERS FREE
STUDENT MEALS

4

CGCSC WELCOMES 35
NEW TEACHERS

CGHS TEACHER RECEIVES SAMSUNG AWARD
Center Grove High School teacher Andrea
Teevan was a named a national winner in
Samsung’s Solve for Tomorrow Contest. She
was awarded $60,753 worth of technology
and other materials funded by Samsung
Solve for Tomorrow via Donors Choose to
boost student interest and proficiency in
STEM. Andrea sponsored a team of three
students who advanced to the national
finalist round of the Samsung competition.

Athulya Nair, Mahek Agrawa, and Madison
Hammill with their teacher, Andrea Teevan
(photo taken November 2019)

LANCER + BEEBE AWARDED FOR WALNUT GROVE
ELEMENTARY DESIGN
Congratulations to Lancer + Beebe Architects
who were awarded a 2020 American
Institute of Architects Indiana Chapter
Design Award for Interior Architecture for
Walnut Grove Elementary School (WGES)
on Friday, September 25th at Garfield Park
in Indianapolis. The judges said WGES is a
tour de force design with sophisticated spatial
zones that provide a multitude of options and
attitudes for occupants. They described it as
joyful and whimsical, while holding to exacting
professional standards.
Terry Lancer and Mark Beebe, Lancer + Beebe;
Brian Proctor, WGES; Rob Daniels, CGCSC School Board
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Exceptional Educational
Experiences #E3CG

RECORD NUMBER OF CGHS
STUDENTS EARN AP CREDIT

CGHS RED ROBOTICS EARNS STATE CHAMPIONSHIP
CHAIRMAN’S AWARD
Rivas said, “As a graduating senior
on Red Alert, it’s awesome that
we were able to win Chairman’s
during my last season. We have
put in so much hard work over
the past four years and it’s luckily
accumulated to this. We are all
so excited that our hard work
was realized even during these
uncertain times.” Chase is heading
to IU Bloomington to study
Computer Science at Luddy and
received a FIRST Scholarship from
IU Luddy.

Center Grove High School’s FRC 1741

Center Grove High School’s FRC 1741 was
awarded the prestigious 2020 Indiana State
Championship Chairman’s Award for 2020.
FIRST Robotics Competition decided to
select winners for the “most prestigious”
award in FIRST after suspending the season
and eventually cancelling the season due to
COVID-19. Red Alert Robotics is in its 15th
year of competition and this makes their 7th
Chairman’s Award. The presenters cited Red
Alert’s STEM summer camps, assisting the
White River Fire Department with repairs
to their remote control safety dog, hosting
multiple robotics competitions of every level
of FIRST, and their close ties to IndyCar driver
Charlie Kimball that has helped make FIRST®
more visible.
Red Alert Senior and Team Captain, Chase

Center Grove High School students had
a strong showing on the spring Advanced
Placement (AP) tests. In all, 550 CGHS
students took AP exams. More than 65% of
students scored at least a 3 on their test.
The AP tests are standardized exams designed
to measure how well students across the
country have mastered the content and skills
of the course. Many colleges and universities
grant credit and placement for scores of 3, 4,
or 5.

The Chairman’s Award is the most prestigious
award at FIRST, it honors the team that best
represents a model for other teams to emulate
and best embodies the mission of FIRST. It
was created to keep the central focus of FIRST
Robotics Competition on the ultimate goal
of transforming the culture in ways that will
inspire greater levels of respect and honor for
science and technology, as well as encouraging
more of today’s youth to become science and
technology leaders.
Four FIRST Robotics Competition Teams were
selected as District Chairman’s Award winners
earlier in the Spring after the suspension of the
season. Teams were interviewed via video call
to determine the state champion.

COACH MOORE MARKS 200TH
CGHS VICTORY
Coach Eric Moore celebrated
his 200th win as Center Grove
High School Varsity Football
Head Coach on Friday,
September 11, 2020 with a 3512 win over Ben Davis. Moore
credits his success to great

players, great coaches, and
great community support. His
overall career record is 248-77,
including coaching wins in
Florida before taking over the
CGHS program 1999.

Coach Eric Moore
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School News
CENTER GROVE SCHOOLS WELCOMES 35 NEW TEACHERS

CGCSC OFFERS FREE
STUDENT MEALS
As part of the USDA
Summer Food Service
Program (SFSP) expansion
for COVID-19 relief, Center
Grove refunded families
in all nine Center Grove
Schools for all reimbursable
meal charges paid during the 2020-21 school
year.

35 teachers new to the district attended the Center Grove Teacher Academy on Friday, July 31st.
Please welcome them to CG! Read more at www.centergrove.k12.in.us/e3cg.

CENTER GROVE HS PROJECT UPDATE

The SFSP program allows Center Grove to
provide free meals to students at no cost
through December. Families will be notified
as soon as possible when the program will
end.
We are excited to bring this additional
financial relief to Center Grove families
during this extraordinary time.
More information on meals is available on
our Food & Nutrition Services website at
centergrove.k12.in.us/foodservice.

CG’S FOOD
SERVICE ANGEL FUND
Above: CGHS Pool Construction - Panorama
Left Top: Renovated Classroom
Left Middle: West Side of HS Pool Construction
Left Bottom: East Side of HS Pool Construction

A major renovation project underway at
Center Grove High School is making progress.
The project will:
• Add safety/security features to limit access
to academic areas during events
• Renovate classrooms to Center Grove’s
learning space standards by updating
cabinetry, furniture, paint, carpet, ceilings,
and lighting
• Add a new 50-meter pool and therapy
pool with ample deck/spectator space and
locker rooms
• Renovate existing pool space into
classroom and large group space, adding
11 classrooms as a result of this project
Classroom renovations are underway with
8-10 classrooms being renovated at a time. The
new pool is projected to be completed in Fall
2021. Once the new pool opens, the existing
pool renovation will begin. This phase of the
project is expected to be completed in Fall 2022.
The $45 million dollar project will be funded
without increasing the tax rate for White River
Township taxpayers.
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While CGCSC will
not be charging
for reimbursable
meals, donations are
welcome to the Food
Service Angel Fund at
www.centergrove.k12.
in.us/angelfund In all Center Grove Schools,
no child is denied a meal. The Angel Fund
is used to cover students’ negative lunch
account balances.

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL 2020-2021

Left: Center Grove Elementary School; Right Top: Center Grove Middle School Central; Right Bottom: Center Grove High School

PGES STUDENTS HONOR HEROES WITH THEIR SILENCE
Pleasant Grove Elementary School students observed a silent dismissal in honor of all of the
heroes of the 9/11 tragedy. The annual tradition includes a show of flags as students leave the
building for the day.
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