from our

Superintendent

CGHS TROJANS CROWNED 6A STATE FOOTBALL CHAMPIONS

Dr. Rich Arkanoff

As we look to the new year, I want to share
an update on our district’s work on diversity.
Dr. Bill Long, Assistant Superintendent, is
leading this effort for Center Grove. Thanks
to his hard work, we have started work with
Dr. Renae Azziz, NCSP. Dr. Azziz and her
company, Virtuoso Consulting, have helped
school districts across the country improve
intercultural competence. We are working
through an assessment of our district and the
development of goals with our School Board
and administrators, which will include a
thorough review of our current district policies
and practices. We anticipate this process will
take several months to complete. We will
provide updates to our families throughout this
process.
This semester has been unlike any other for
all of us. From teachers to food service to
custodians to bus drivers, our faculty and staff
have stepped up to the many challenges with
which they have been handed. We cannot
thank them enough for their patience and
dedication. We have kept our elementary
students learning in-person for almost the
full semester. Our middle school and high
school students are learning both in-person
and online as part of a Blended schedule,
which cuts in half the number of students in
their buildings each day. This has helped us
reduce the number of students we have to
quarantine when a positive case is identified in
a classroom. We will continue with the Blended
schedule for grades 6-12 to start the second
semester.

Photo provided by Lindy Scott

The Center Grove High School Varsity
Football team won its third IHSAA 6A State
Championship on November 27, 2020 at Lucas
Oil Stadium with a 38-14 win over Westfield.
The win was the capstone of a perfect, 14-0
season.
“Being a crazy year, the year that it was, the
great, special thing about this team has been
their ability to focus,” said Head Coach Eric
Moore. “They had to let go of all the obstacles,
what their daily schedule usually is, couldn’t
take a shower at practice, the locker room
is divided up, they’re carrying around water
bottles everywhere. They had the ability to
stay focused, enjoy what they’re doing, and
play with great passion. I’m so proud of how

they have adapted and overcome everything
this season.”
Andy Simpson, Indiana High School Officials
Association Northern Region Representitive,
filed an exemplary behavior report for the
sportsmanship that was showed during this
game.
“On this night those warriors on the field
demonstrated to the world you can do both,
battle hard and do it with class, excellence
and sportsmanship towards their fellow
competitors,” stated Simpson. “Both coaching
staffs should be proud of the job they have
done to help mold these young boys into
respectful young men.”
(PHOTOS cont. on page 6)

We strongly encourage families to wear face
coverings, maintain social distancing, and
avoid large gatherings through the upcoming
Winter Break, which begins December 21st.
The number of positive COVID-19 cases
continues to climb both in our community and
in our schools. The number of positive cases in
our schools is updated daily and the number of
COVID-related absences weekly on our District
Status webpage.
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We appreciate our community’s support as
we navigate this unprecedented time. We
hope everyone has a safe and healthy holiday
season!
Sincerely,
Richard A. Arkanoff, Ed.D.
Superintendent

CGCSC 2ND SEMESTER: 2020-21 UPDATE
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Protocols and restrictions in
place for the 1st semester
of the 2020-21 school year
will continue for the 2nd
semester to help minimize
the spread of COVID-19
in CGCSC schools. These
restrictions are based on
guidance from state and
local health officials and the
metrics monitored daily.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
• No field trips will be
planned for 2nd semester.
• No in-person
presentations from
outside groups for 2nd
semester.
• No all-school events,
family nights, and school
performances will be
planned for 2nd semester.
Events can continue
virtually.
• No volunteers for 2nd
semester in classrooms.
MIDDLE SCHOOLS
• No field trips will be
planned for 2nd semester.
• No in-person
presentations from
outside groups for 2nd
semester.
• No all-school events or

family nights will be
planned for 2nd semester.
Events can continue
virtually.
• No volunteers for 2nd
semester in classrooms.
• Athletics/ECA events will
follow practices outlined
by middle schools for 2nd
semester with spectator
attendance based on
the county metrics put
in place by the Indiana
Department of Health:
» Yellow: Spectators not
to exceed 25% capacity
of venue or previously
indicated venue
capacity limits
» Orange: Each
participant allowed 4
tickets (spectators), not
to exceed 25% of venue
or previously indicated
venue capacity limits
» Red: Each participant
allowed 2 tickets
(spectators), not to
exceed 25% of venue
or previously indicated
venue capacity limits
HIGH SCHOOL
• No volunteers for 2nd
semester.

• No in-person
presentations from
outside groups for 2nd
semester.
• No all-school events or
family nights will be
planned for 2nd semester.
Events can continue
virtually. (NOTE: Prom
and Graduation will
be decided later in the
semester.)
• No field trips will be
planned for 2nd semester
for courses. Trips for
ECA competitions are
subject to approval.
Overnight and/or out-ofstate field trips will not
be approved unless part
of the state ECA/athletic
state tournaments/
competitions.
• Athletics/ECA events will
follow practices outlined
by CGHS for 2nd
semester with spectator
attendance based on
the county metrics put
in place by the Indiana
Department of Health:
» Yellow: Spectators
not to exceed 25%
capacity of venue or
previously indicated
(UPDATE cont. on page 6)

FOUR CENTER GROVE HIGH SCHOOL JUNIORS NAMED
RISING STARS OF INDIANA

DAILY HEALTH
CHECKS

Four Center Grove High School (CGHS)
juniors are among the Rising Stars of Indiana
Class of 2022. Gavin Anderson, Carina
Oza, Raef Sauer, and Connor Smith were
nominated by CGHS for their outstanding
academic achievements.
Rising Stars of Indiana is a non-competitive

Grove Gazette | Winter Edition | December 2020 | Page 2

recognition program designed by the Indiana
Association of School Principals to increase
the visibility and scholarship opportunities for
scholars who are in their junior year of high
school. Each Indiana high school can identify
up to four individuals who will be graduating
with the class of 2022 to include as Rising Stars
of Indiana.

Exceptional Educational
Experiences #E3CG
SGES EARNS TOP DISTRICT SPELL BOWL HONORS
Sugar Grove Elementary School took home top
district honors in the 2020 Indiana Academic
Spell Bowl. The team finished first among the
Center Grove elementary schools, top 20 in
the state, and 13th in their class. Sugar Grove
is coached by Amy Franklin and Cortni Nourie.
Sugar Grove Elementary Spell Bowl Team

MSN STUDENT WINS CCEF 3D MODELING CONTEST
Middle School North 8th grade
student, Carson Morris, was
chosen as the winner of the
2020 Virtual Community Career
Education (CCEF) Forum 3D
Modeling Contest hosted by
Endress+Hauser.

Carson Morris

Winners receive a $100 Amazon
gift card and was recognized

at the 7th Annual Community
Career+Education Forum on
Thursday, November 5th. The
forum provides parents and
students education on career
opportunities in Johnson County
and also gives them a realistic
idea of the skills needed for these
careers.

MSN ORCHESTRA STUDENTS VISIT WITH MARINE
CHAMBER ORCHESTRA VIOLINIST

Students in MSN teacher Joe Shimp’s 6th grade violin class participating in a Virtual Q&A with Staff Sgt.
Foster Wang, a violinist in “The President’s Own” Marine Chamber Orchestra.

Students in Middle School North teacher Joe
Shimp’s 6th grade violin class participated in
a Virtual Q&A with one of “The President’s
Own” Marine Chamber Orchestra violinists,
Staff Sgt. Foster Wang on Monday, October
19th.
As a member of the Chamber Orchestra, Staff
Sgt. Wang plays at many events specifically for
the President. He shared that this could mean
anything from a holiday gathering to banquets
to honor someone. Every event has different
music, while each administration has different
musical preferences.
“George W. Bush liked country music, Barack
Obama liked jazz, and Donald Trump likes

more ‘Americana’ style,” Staff Sgt. Wang
told the students. He has played for “5 living
presidents” at George H.W. Bush’s funeral.
During the Q&A, Wang shared his story of
growing up playing the violin, starting at 4
years old. Both of his parents were violinists.
He earned a bachelor’s degree in music in
2010 from Harvard University in Cambridge,
MA, where he studied privately with Lynn
Chang. He earned his master’s degree in violin
performance in 2012 at The Juilliard School in
New York, where he studied with David Chan,
concertmaster of the Metropolitan Opera
Orchestra. Staff Sgt. Wang has also studied
with Rafail Sobolevsky and Naoko Tanaka.
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School News

CGHS STUGO COLLECTS
CANS FOR SYCGA

NGES HOSTS EPA GRANT ANNOUNCEMENT

IDEM Commissioner Bruno Pigott

North Grove Elementary hosted a grant
announcement by the US Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) and the Indiana
Department of Environmental Management
(IDEM) on Wednesday, October 28th. The
grant includes more than $55 million for water
infrastructure in Indiana, helping to keep
drinking water safe and reducing children’s
exposure to lead. North Grove recently
completed water testing funded by the grant.
Testing is planned in all CGCSC schools.

Superintendent Rich Arkanoff, Ed.D

“In Center Grove, our administration and
School Board are strongly committed to the
overall health and wellbeing of our students,”
Superintendent Rich Arkanoff, Ed.D. told
the crowd. “This grant allows us to continue
to monitor areas such as air and water
quality in all of our buildings as part of that
commitment.”

Center Grove High school’s Student
Government collected 2,553 cans for the
Simon Youth Center Grove Academy CARE
Pantry during their annual Trick-or-Treat
For Cans. This is the Pantry’s biggest
canned food drive of the year. The CARE
Pantry is open to anyone in need in Johnson
County. More information is available at
centergrove.k12.in.us/carepantry.

CGCSC OFFERS FREE
STUDENT MEALS

A database of CGCSC test results for asbestos,
copper, lead, and radon are available at
centergrove.k12.in.us/facilitytesting.

CG SCHOOLS HONOR VETERANS
Center Grove Elementarys, Middle Schools, and High School all paid tribute to veterans on
November 11, 2020. To read more, go to centergrove.k12.in.us/purplestar.

COVID-19 relief.

CGCSC students will
receive free, reimbursable
meals for the remainder of
the 2020-21 school year, as
part of the USDA Summer
Food Service Program
(SFSP) expansion for

Center Grove refunded families in all nine
schools for all reimbursable meal charges
paid at the start of the school year.
We are excited to bring this additional
financial relief to Center Grove families
during this extraordinary time.
More information on meals is available on
our Food & Nutrition Services website at
centergrove.k12.in.us/foodservice.

CG’S FOOD
SERVICE ANGEL FUND
While CGCSC will
not be charging
for reimbursable
meals, donations are
welcome to the Food
Service Angel Fund
at www.centergrove.
k12.in.us/angelfund. In all Center Grove
Schools, no child is denied a meal. The
Angel Fund is used to cover students’
negative lunch account balances.
The Angel Fund currently has received
$2,500 in donations. CGCSC thanks our
community members for their
generosity!
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Student Athletes
CGHS STUDENT-ATHLETES RECEIVE SCHOLARSHIPS

(Front Row) Sadie Schemmel, Taylor Jarosinski, Devin Trammell, Makensie Kramer;
(Back Row) Macy Detty, Rylie McMahen, Grace Boggess, Ethan Martin

Eight Center Grove High School studentathletes signed letters of intent to further their
educations and athletic careers in college on
the Wednesday, November 4th Collegiate
Signing Day.
• Taylor Jarosinski, Track & Field - Indiana
University
• Sadie Schemmel, CC & Track - St. Mary-ofthe-Woods College
• Devin Trammell, Swimming - University of

Arkansas at Little Rock
• Makensie Kramer, Track & Field - Ball State
University
• Macy Detty, Soccer - USMA at West Point
• Rylie McMahen, Volleyball - Winthrop
University
• Grace Boggess, Volleyball - Butler
University
• Ethan Martin, Swimming - University of
South Carolina
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School News
PHOTOS FROM IHSAA 6A FOOTBALL STATE CHAMPIONSHIP

Photos provided by Lindy Scott

UPDATE
(cont. from page 2)
»

»

venue capacity limits
Orange: Each participant allowed 4
tickets (spectators), not to exceed 25%
of venue or previously indicated venue
capacity limits
Red: Each participant allowed 2 tickets
(spectators), not to exceed 25% of venue
or previously indicated venue capacity
limits

More information is available on our
website at centergrove.k12.in.us/Return2020.
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School News
CGES, PGES, SGES NAMED UNIFIED CHAMPION NATIONAL BANNER
WINNERS WITH SPECIAL OLYMPICS INDIANA
To become a USC banner winning school,
ten standards of excellence within four
pillars must be met, including:
•
Center Grove Elementary, Pleasant Grove
Elementary, and Sugar Grove Elementary
were named a Young Champion Unified
Champion School (UCS) national banner
winner with Special Olympics Indiana. All of
the schools in our district are now Unified
Champion Schools.

Students and staff should continue
to perform a Daily Health Screening
(centergrove.k12.in.us/HealthCheck) each
morning before coming to school. Do not
come to school if you have any of the
following:
• Temperature 100.00 or higher
• Any symptoms of COVID-19 in the last
48 hours: Sore throat; new, uncontrolled
cough that causes difficulty breathing;

•

•

Unified Sports - A fully-inclusive sport/
activity program that combines students
with and without intellectual disabilities
Inclusive Youth Leadership - students
with and without intellectual disabilities
work to lead advocacy, awareness,
inclusion and other Special Olympics
activities throughout the school year
Whole School Engagement - Awareness

DAILY HEALTH CHECKS

diarrhea, nausea, vomiting, or abdominal
pain; new onset of severe headache,
especially with a fever; new loss of taste
or smell
• If you have been identified as a close
contact (within 6 feet for 15 minutes or
longer in a day) with someone with a
diagnosis of COVID-19 within the past
14 days
• If you have been diagnosed with

•

and education activities that promote
inclusion and reach the majority of the
school population
Stustanibility - Strategies and plans
which help ensure the three Unified
Champion School components will
continue into the future and truly
become part of the school culture

Our other banner winning schools include:
Center Grove High School, Middle School
Central, North Grove Elementary School,
and Walnut Grove Elementary School.

COVID-19 within the past 10 days
• If are you awaiting test results from a
COVID-19 test
We thank you for your continued
cooperation and support as we continue to
work to minimize the spread of COVID-19
in our community and keep our schools
open.
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